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• Joe Biden wins 
   2020 election
• Red Cloaks protest 
   in major cities 

Joe Biden will become the 46th President of the USA
by Sonali Muthukrishnan and Maddie Dewhirst 
National/World Editors

On Sat., Nov. 7, Joseph Biden Jr. won the 2020 United States 
Presidential Election, winning the Electoral College 279 to 217. Addi-
tionally, Biden won the popular vote 77.4 million votes to 72.3 million 
votes, garnering the most votes in American history. A record-breaking 
number of American voters cast their ballots this year. Over 150  mil-
lion Americans voted in the 2020 election; in comparison, the 2016 
election reported only 136.6 million votes. Also making history, Kamala 
Harris will be the first female U.S. Vice President and the first woman 
of color to hold that office. 

During the election, voters anxiously watched the vital battle-
ground states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Nevada, Nebraska, Arizona, 
Georgia, Florida, and Pennsylvania. In the 2016 election, Trump won 
Michigan, Nebraska’s Second District, Pennsylvania,and Wisconsin; 
however, this year, all four of these flipped in Biden’s favor. In these 
areas, in-person voting at the polls on election day favored President 
Trump, but the slow trickle of mail-in ballot counting, which leaned 
Democratic, solidified Biden’s victory. Biden encouraged his support-
ers to vote by mail due to the pandemic — part of the reason why 
mail-in ballots were mostly Democratic and why counting took longer 
than normal — whereas Trump encouraged people to vote in person.

Similarly, Georgia seemed to be in Trump’s favor, but eventually 
flipped to support Biden. Arizona, another former Trump state, also 
went blue for the first time since 1996. While Trump managed to reduce 
Biden’s lead in the state, he failed to overtake the former Vice President. 
Many felt that Trump’s comments targeting the late Arizona Senator 
John McCain reduced his favor among the state’s voters. 

BUILD BACK BETTER: Biden speaks at the launch of his campaign in May 2019.
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Dems keep House majority
by Revanth Rao 
Sports Editor

Following the 2018 election in which the 
Democratic Party took control of the House of Rep-
resentatives, all 435 seats in the House were once 
again up for election in 2020. As predicted by most 
polling sites, the Democratic Party maintained its 
majority in the House. However, Republicans also 
managed to gain a fair amount of seats, as they 
now have only 20 fewer seats than the Democrats 
with additional races still too close to call.
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by Sasha Ryu 
Editor-in-Chief

Despite an unprecedented amount of money 
spent in attempts to turn traditionally Republican 
states blue, it seems these record-breaking dona-
tions were not enough to win back a Democratic 
majority in the Senate. 

In North Carolina, former speaker of the state 
house and Republican incumbent Thom Tillis ran 
against three-tour army veteran and Democrat Cal 
Cunningham. In October, Tillis’s fairly steady cam-
paign for reelection encountered an unexpected 
hurdle when he contracted the coronavirus after 
appearing at a political event without a mask. 
Many expected Tillis’s diagnosis to give Cun-
ningham an even better chance at winning over 
remaining undecided voters. 

Cunningham, who ran an uncontroversial cam-
paign focused mainly on bolstering North Carolina’s 
health care system, had been rising in the polls 
for months. However, weeks before Election Day, 
Cunningham found himself embroiled in a scandal 
of his own when a series of text messages revealed 
that he had taken part in an extramarital affair. 
On Nov. 10, Cunningham conceded to Tillis, nar-
rowing the Democrats path to taking the majority 
in the Senate. 

In South Carolina, Republican incumbent Lind-
sey Graham’s Democratic challenger Jaime Harrison 
became the first crowd-funded Senate candidate 
in history to raise over 100 million dollars. Many 
expected Graham, chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, to have an easy re-election. However, 
as Harrison continued to break funding records, 
the race became widely considered to be a toss 
up. In the end, Graham earned himself a fourth 
term, winning by a 10.3 percent margin, but it 
was easily the closest reelection of his 25-year 
congressional career. 

In Maine, Democrat Sarah Gideon ran against 
Republican incumbent Susan Collins. Gideon, 
Maine’s speaker of the state house, ran a campaign 
criticizing Collins for voting to confirm Brett Kava-

naugh onto the Supreme Court after Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford accused the judge of sexual assault. 
Although it was one of the closest races in her career, 
Collins ultimately won by 7.7 percent, making her 
the sole Republican senator in New England. 

GOP seeks Senate majority

 courtesy wikimedia commons courtesy wikimedia commons

 courtesy wikimedia commons courtesy wikimedia commons

270 TO WIN: Even without AZ, GA, and NC, Joe Biden crossed the 270 threshold.

Florida, the state many Democrats hoped would flip, went in 
Trump’s favor primarily due to a large turnout from the state’s sizable 
Cuban population, which tends to lean conservative. Biden led in 
Nevada; however, the state stayed in play until the end, with Trump 
decreasing the former Vice President’s lead, but was unsuccessful at 
overtaking Biden. 

In a surprising turn of events, Georgia flipped from Republican to 
Democrat. Pending a recount, the results as of Nov. 11 indicate Biden 
won by about 14,000 votes. Many credit the win to work done by 
former Georgia House of Representatives member Stacey Abrams. After 
losing the Georgia gubernatorial race in 2018, Abrams founded Fair 
Fight Action, an organization that seeks to ensure that every American 
can exercise their right to vote. According to some estimates, Abrams 
helped to register around 800,000 voters in Georgia, making her work 
essential to the democratic victory. 

According to exit polls, which are not comprehensive, Trump made 
gains with voters of color while maintaining his margins with White 
voters. In 2020, Trump’s support among Black, Latinx, and Asian 
Americans increased by about three percent each. Polls categorized 
Indigenous Americans as “other,” so currently there is little data on 
this demographic. White people, however, are the only group that 
supported Trump with a majority in both 2016 and 2020. By contrast, 
42 percent of White voters supported Biden. The former Vice President 
relied upon higher turnout from people of color than in 2016, especially 
Black voters, who were crucial to his victories in multiple swing states.

In one notable outcome, polls overestimated Biden’s margin of vic-
tory in several states, in addition to incorrectly guessing the outcome 
in several key Senate races. Polling in Michigan and Wisconsin had 
Biden winning by as many as ten plus points when his actual victory 
was closer to three points in Michigan and one point in Wisconsin. It 
will likely become more clear as to what went wrong in the upcoming 
weeks as people dig into the data; analysts hope to identify the polling 
errors they must fix before the next election. 

After Tuesday, Trump’s campaign filed lawsuits in Pennsylvania, 
Georgia, Nevada, Michigan, and Arizona, citing voter fraud and a lack of 

transparency without any clear evidence. In the days following, judges 
rejected Trump’s efforts to stall or alter the counting of votes. Many 
of the judges stated that the Republican Party did not have sufficient 
evidence to prove that any such misconduct took place. 

On Nov. 4, groups of Americans took to the street to demand that 
every vote be counted, responding to President Trump’s claims chal-
lenging the reported results. Notable protests occurred in Minneapolis, 
MI and Portland, OR. 

In Phoenix, AZ, approximately 150 Trump supporters also gathered 
in front of the county recorder’s office, where volunteers were counting 
ballots. Many members of the group were armed. The crowd seemed to 
believe that vote counters had excluded some of the ballots, costing 
Trump Maricopa County, and as a result, the state of Arizona. A small 
group of demonstrators made it inside, but authorities quickly escorted 
them out. Similarly, in Detroit, MI, Trump supporters protested outside 
of a ballot counting center, attempting to get vote counters to halt their 
counting. The vote counting did not stop, regardless of these protests.

The Biden-Harris Campaign made history in many ways this elec-
tion. It is the most progressive campaign to ever run on a major party 
ballot, but it is also the first campaign to successfully elect a female 
Vice President, who will also be the first Asian American and first 
African American to hold this position. 

While President Trump refuses to concede the election, Presi-
dent-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris have already started 
their work, meeting with COVID-19 experts to better understand the 
pandemic and have formed their transition team. In their acceptance 
speeches Biden and Harris acknowledged that they have their work 
cut out for them, stating that they will work to reconcile the differ-
ences among Americans. While many Americans think that this will 
be a daunting feat, the President-elect made it clear that he believes 
through unity America can begin to heal, pledging that his presi-
dency will “be a victory for the American people, for our democracy,  
for America.”
(Sources: CNBC, CNN, NY Times, Vox, ABC News, 538)

HER-STORY: Harris is the first graduate of an HBCU to become Vice President-elect.

SPEAKING TIME: Nancy Pelosi appears at a CA convention.

The House of Representatives is known as the 
lower house of Congress below the Senate, and 
each member represents a congressional district 
of around 700,000 people in their home state. 
The House is the chamber of Congress in which 
politicians write and pass laws. From there, 
the representatives send laws to the Senate for 
approval or denial. Representatives serve two-year 
terms and every representative who chooses to 
seek re-election faces an election every even year 
to keep their seat. 

In 2018, following eight consecutive years of 
a Republican-controlled House, the Democrats 
won 41 additional seats and ended up securing a 
38-seat advantage. This allowed them to make a 
multitude of important decisions, the most notable 
of which has been the impeachment of President 

Trump. However, due to a Republican-controlled 
Senate, many of the laws that the House has pro-
posed were not passed, and the Senate voted against 
removing President Trump from office following the 
impeachment inquiry.

In the 2020 election, Democrats kept their 
majority, but Republican candidates gained seats to 
narrow the margin. Many of the Republican gains 
came from flipping seats that they gave up in 2018, 
as quite a few first-term Democratic representatives 
lost their seats. The Republicans also picked up a 
seat from Libertarian Justin Amash in Michigan. As 
a result, votes initiated by Democrats will likely be 
much closer going forward, but the party has a clear 
enough majority to outnumber Republican votes for 
the next two years. 

While the Democrats remained in control of the 
House, it is unclear what kind of power they will 
have for the next two years. Run-off elections in 
Georgia in Jan. 2021 will determine if the Republican 
Party will continue to hold the majority of seats in 
the Senate. If that is the case, House Democrats 
will likely end up with a similar situation as the 
past two years. However, if the Senate ends up in 
Democratic hands, the House would likely see many 
of their laws passed in the Senate, especially after 
Democratic nominee Joe Biden won the presidency.
(Sources: CNBC, ABC, NY Times)

EARLY RETIREMENT: Amash speaking at LPAC in Virginia.

Although several incumbent candidates were 
able to pull out victories against challengers with 
higher funding, this election cycle still produced 
a considerable number of freshmen senators. In 
Arizona, John McCain’s successor and Republican 
incumbent Martha McSally lost to former astronaut 
and Democrat Mark Kelly. In Colorado, Republican 
incumbent Cory Gardner lost to Democrat John 
Hickenlooper. In Alabama, Democratic incumbent 
Doug Jones lost to Republican Tommy Tuberville. 

As of Tuesday, there are 48 Democrats in the 
Senate and 49 Republicans. Alaska has yet to 
confirm a candidate, but most analysts expect 
Republican incumbent Dan Sullivan to emerge vic-
torious. Both senate seats in Georgia are headed to 
a runoff election on Jan. 5. If Democrats Raphael 
Warnock and Jon Ossoff win their respective races, 
Vice President-elect Kamala Harris would serve as 
the tie-breaker in favor of the Democrats. 
(Sources: Open Secrets, NY Times, Associated Press)

VICTORY: Collins held on to her seat against expectations.
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