
by Ethan Sanders
People Editor

Eight months after the initial outbreak in the 
U.S., the COVID-19 pandemic continues to ravage 
the world and impact cities across California. 
The number of coronavirus cases across the state 
proceeded to rise this week, with what some are 
calling the third wave in cases in the pandemic. 
On Nov. 6, the United States reported a record-
breaking 132,797 new cases in one day. 

The surge in California has been a little less 
dramatic. The state’s seven-day average of daily 
new cases slowly rose from a low of 2,941 daily 
cases on Oct. 18 to 5,708 on Nov. 5. Los Angeles 
County is leading the case count in California with 
2,092 new cases on Friday, Nov. 6. San Bernardino 
County and San Diego County trail Los Angeles, 
reporting some of the faster-rising case counts, 
and Riverside, Orange, and Sacramento counties 
follow San Bernardino and San Diego in seven-day 
average new cases. The nine-county Bay Area, 
plus neighboring Santa Cruz County, also saw a 
constant increase in its seven-day average of new 
cases as it jumped from a low of 413 on Oct.17 to 
661 on Nov. 6.

Santa Clara Country is not quite safe yet either. 
Since the start of the pandemic, Santa Clara has 
reported 26,137 COVID-19 cases and 430 subse-

quent deaths. Last week, Santa Clara’s seven-day 
average of daily new cases hit 145. The county’s 
health officials recently reported that the number 
of tests has surpassed the one million mark, and 
they announced that they will be adding new 
appointment-only testing centers in Sunnyvale, 
Morgan Hill, Saratoga, Los Altos, and Santa Clara 
this week. County health officials proclaimed that 
this high level of testing has permitted Santa 
Clara County to move into less restrictive tiers of 
pandemic safety.

Alongside Alameda, Contra Costa, and San 
Mateo counties, Santa Clara County is in Califor-
nia’s orange COVID-19 tier, signaling a moderate 
spread of the virus in the community. The orange 
tier permits previously prohibited activities such 
as indoor dining and the use of indoor movie 
theaters, churches, and cultural centers, all at 
reduced capacity. The county also allowed col-
lege sports to resume, though fans cannot attend 
games. San Francisco County recently moved to 
California’s yellow tier, indicating minimal spread 
of the coronavirus there.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
California has faced a total of approximately 
969,000 cases and 17,946 deaths.
(Sources: NY Times, LA Times, San Jose Mercury 
News, ABC7)
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New Obama school opens

by Sophie Sullivan
Opinion Editor

California’s Great America has constructed over 70 percent of a 
revamped, rebranded, and rethemed water park. With a brand-new 
Northern California theme, South Bay Shores introduces seven new 
attractions and two new restaurants to Great America and aims to 
bring some local spirit to one of California’s largest theme parks when 
it reopens next summer.

The new water park — which originally took thrill seekers Down 
Under with Australian-themed attractions — brings a South Bay-
specific take to their new rides and restaurants with a beach town 
aesthetic, including tall grasses, nods to local landmarks, and ride 
names like Coastal Cruz or Mission Falls.

South Bay Shores’ prize jewel is the Pacific Surge, a 70-foot tall 
complex that features two different rides. Shark Reef Plunge includes 
four body drop slides that, after a countdown, drop the floor out from 
underneath riders and send them down a series of loops and curves 
as they travel down the structure’s height. Pacific Surge’s second ride 
— Feeding Frenzy & Barracuda — sends either single riders or groups 
of two through two five-story tube slides and a whirlpool barrel. In 
addition to these thrills, Great America will unveil Tide Pools, its 
newest family lagoon featuring eight kid-sized water slides and a 
wading pool for park-goers.

South Bay Shores will also show off two new restaurants: Pier 76 
Cafe, a San Franciscan-themed eatery serving fried shrimp and fish 
tacos in addition to classic park favorites, and Sandbar, a completely 
outdoor bar serving adult beverages, sliders, and snacks.

Construction on South Bay Shores began over a year ago in Sep-
tember 2019 after the water park season ended. Originally slated for 
a grand reopening in May 2020, Great America now aims for a summer 
2021 debut. The final 30 percent of construction for South Bay Shores 
begins on Jan. 21 and will take roughly 16 weeks to complete. 

In addition to the new water park’s construction, Great America is 
taking advantage of the time off to perform basic park upkeep, includ-
ing ride maintenance, a complete repaint of the park, and expansions 
of special effects on pre-existing rides like Demon.

“We want the park to look brand-new, sparkling, and beautiful 
when we come back next year,” said Danny Messinger, the park’s Area 
Manager of Communications. “We’re showing some love to stuff that’s 
been here since the beginning and opening a whole new water park.”

With its extended closure, the park has lost out on months of rev-
enue, its summer attractions, and the 2020 Halloween Haunt, which 
meant they were unable to hire several thousand seasonal staff. Despite 
these setbacks, the park remains optimistic about a 2021 reopening 
contingent on local and state guidelines. “When you’re stepping 
through the gates for the first time after so much time off, it’s going 
to look really, really impressive,” Messinger added.

by Emily Duvall and Brynn Gibson
Culture Editor and Graphic Designer

With the presidential election coming to a close this past week, 
ending with a victory for Joe Biden, the Los Gatos Town Council 
has also added three new elected officials. Of the three open posi-
tions on the ballot, two were four-year-long positions while one 
was a shorter two-year post. Running for the long-term seats were  
local politicians Matthew Hudes, Michael Kane, Larry Maggio, 
Heidi Owens, and Maria Ristow. The short term seat had only two 
candidates: Mary Badame and Rob Stephenson. After the votes 
were counted, the winners came out to be Matthew Hudes and 
Maria Ristow for the four-year seats and Mary Badame for the  
two-year term.

The first winner of the four-year seat, Matthew Hudes, a 34-year 
resident of Los Gatos, is striving to better Los Gatos. Hudes pos-
sesses plenty of qualifications, most notably as a chair of both the 
North 40 Specific Plan Committee and the Historic Preservation 
Committee. Hudes and his wife have raised their children in Los 
Gatos and enrolled them in the town. Hudes looks to address issues 
pertaining to traffic congestion, overcrowded schools, housing, and 
affordability in Los Gatos. From the polls, Hudes received 23.88 
percent of votes, or 5,819 votes. 

Maria Ristow, receiving 6,129 votes, or 25.15 percent of the 
votes, claimed the second long-term seat on the Los Gatos Town 
Council. In the past few years Ristow has been involved with numer-

ous commissions appointed by the Town Council, some included the 
Complete Streets and Transportation Commission and the Trans-
portation and Parking Commission from 2015 to 2019. According 
to her campaign literature, Ristow values speaking to residents of 
Los Gatos to understand issues they find prevalent, in addition to 
making an impactful difference. She strives to address facts in all 
situations to view problems from a number of different perspectives. 
She shares on her website that she is free to chat at the Sunday 
Farmers Market Downtown or to set up a COVID-safe meet and greet.

Mary Badame won the two-year seat in a landslide victory, 
receiving a whopping 68.21 percent of the vote with 8,599 votes. 
As a 1975 graduate of Los Gatos High School and a long-standing 
local business owner, Badame makes the promise as a representative 
“to maintain the integrity of our Town.” Serving first as Community 
Service Officer and later as Team Leader for the Los Gatos Victim 
Services Unit, Badame has experience providing support to those 
who have faced incidents where police involvement was necessary. 
Strongly opposing the outside pressure to expand and overdevelop 
the town, Badame assures voters of her dedication to maintaining 
Los Gatos’s “small-town character.”
(Sources: NBC Bay Area, Clarity Elections, Matthew Hudes, Maria 
Ristow, Mary Badame)

Winners of local elections claim Town Council seats

California’s Great America works on South Bay Shores

CA manages coronavirus 
by Alaina Fox
Editor-In-Chief

The West Contra Costa Unified School District 
(WCCUSD) hosted a grand opening — albeit a vir-
tual one — of its new Michelle Obama Elementary 
School on Thurs., Oct. 29. 

Located in Richmond, the school is at the 
former site of what had been Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School, but location is where the 
similarities end. The district completely rebuilt 
the entire institution, with the 36 million dollar 
renovation ensuring modern, state-of-the-art facili-
ties. Michelle Obama Elementary School also claims 
the title of “the first flexible learning environment 
in the Bay Area.” As the physical structure of the 
school changed, district officials similarly wanted 
the name to reflect a modernizing shift. 

The Woodrow Wilson name was problematic, 
as the former president was a white supremacist. 
As Wilson’s segregationist policies came under 
scrutiny, the community determined that replac-
ing Wilson with a more inspirational and inclusive 
figure would be a beneficial change. 

Michelle Obama quickly emerged as a strong 
contender. As a lifelong advocate for marginalized 
communities and avid supporter of education, 
Obama serves as a role model for much of the stu-
dent body, which is largely composed of people of 

color. WCCUSD Board of Education member Mister 
Phillips affirmed, “The school bearing her name will 
inspire future generations of Richmond residents 
to reach their highest potential.”

The school’s Parent Teacher Association pro-
posed changing the name to Michelle Obama 
Elementary School in January. Before deciding, the 
district held discussions with students, parents, and 
community members to understand the general 
consensus. In mid-February, the five members 
of the WCCUSD School Board unanimously voted 
in favor of the name change. The School Board 
President Stephanie Hernandez-Jarvis explained, 
“the values our former first lady embodies and the 
educational, child-centered causes she champions 
are representative of what we all aspire to nurture 
in our school communities.”

Unfortunately, the campus was unable to open 
for students this year because of the continued 
pervasiveness of COVID-19. However, the school 
held an opening ceremony, which included a virtual 
tour, through Zoom. The community is hopeful that 
children will soon have the opportunity to enjoy 
in-person lessons at the new and improved campus.
(Sources: WCCUSD, The Richmond Standard, 
SFist, NBC, KTVU, East Bay Times, CBS, KRON4,  
White House)

SLIP AND SLIDE: A pre-existing slide system in the Great America theme park.

TAKE A WALK: A corner in downtown Los Gatos buzzes with pedestrians. 

COMING IN HOT: The entrance hosts a large sign with the name of the park. 

STUNNING SHOT: She was a first lady of the United States.

DOWN FOR EDUCATION: Obama laughs alongside students.
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TESTING TIME: A man receives nasal coronavirus test.

THE RECOVERY: Governor Newsom has guided the state.
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