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With teams cancelling their seasons due to the coronavirus, many 
athletes are doing their best to stay in shape and continue practicing 
as a team, including the Los Gatos Rowing Club. The club resumed 
socially-distanced practices over the summer and is continuing to 
train in the safest way possible. 

Junior athletes, along with other members of the club, have 
recently come back to practice after a positive test surfaced from an 
asymptomatic rower. The boathouse immediately closed its doors, 
not allowing any high school athletes to return to practice until 

Rowing resumes following positive test for COVID-19
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A powerhouse on the soccer field, a lacrosse 
virtuoso, and a field hockey front runner, senior 
Amelia Petroff brings a spirit of energy and zeal to 
all of her athletic pursuits. This year, Petroff serves 
as a varsity field hockey co-captain as she begins 
her fourth and final season on the team.

Prior to entering high school, Petroff had min-
imal field hockey experience, having only taken 
part in two short summer programs with the LGHS 
coaching staff. However, she immediately felt a pull 
towards the sport after witnessing her older sister’s 
passion for the unique program. Petroff rapidly 
polished her skills, serving as a JV team captain and 
CCS team member her freshman year before joining 
the varsity team as a sophomore.

As a current varsity co-captain alongside junior 
Natasha Evenden, Petroff attends field hockey 
practice five days a week to train with her own team 
and assist freshmen who are new to the sport. This 

POM: Petroff excels at FH
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As an athlete who is just built different, 
senior Lachlan Brown’s field takes place in the 
virtual world of Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six Siege. 
Formerly one of the highest paid amateurs (under 
18) in Siege, Brown has signed with professional 
organizations in the past, such as Project Neo. He 
also won several tournaments in previous years 
with prize pools of thousands of dollars, “most 
recently and notably, Upsurge Premier League”.

Brown first got into the game several years 
ago when “A buddy told me, ‘You need to play 
this game, it’s really good.’ At the time I didn’t 
really have a PC; I was playing on a Mac. Once I 
got a PC, a couple months later, I got Siege and 
I played that for basically 12 hours a day every 
day for the next three months.” 

The world of eSports can be very confusing 
from the outside, and Brown has wanted to be a 
part of it for a while. “I saw something on CCS 
(Cyberathlete Championship Series), a big ama-
teur league, and found I can join a team here. I 
was always interested in eSports and I thought I 
might as well look at it and see if it’s a possibility, 
and we’re here now.” After leaving Project Neo, 
Brown became a “free agent. I’m doing a bit of 
coaching for some younger individuals and it’s 
looking promising.”

After playing at such competitive levels at a 
young age, Brown has lots of work to do for his 
role. “Because I’m an analyst and captain, I have 
to go and do some analysis over our team and see 
what we should bring into this match and what’s 

going to work best over our most recent perfor-
mances.” Not only does Brown look at his team’s 
gameplay, he also “looks at the other team and see 
what they are weak on, and how we can capitalize 
on their weaknesses to help my team succeed.” 
Spending so much time working on perfecting his 
gameplay, Brown realizes his school life has taken 
a hit due to his dedication, since “having to put in 
5 plus hours for Siege every night does mean I have 
much less time for school; in fact, almost none in 
some cases.”

Despite this, Brown looks forward to a career in 
eSports, a field very similar to sports such as football 
or soccer: “It’s just like a sport in most of the back-
ground behind it. You’ve got the organizations that 
have backers and so on and so forth. The only real 
difference is that it’s much less physical and much 
more mental.” After high school, Brown plans on 
joining an official team through his contacts with 
players in various North American teams. Going 
forward, Brown aspires to be “the best in the world. 
Nothing less.”

POM: Brown plays eSports
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On Mon., Sep. 28, the players in the men’s volleyball program at 
Los Gatos High School received an email regarding the retirement 
of head coach Diana Schaub-George. The email provided the team 
with the reasons why she is “unable to carry out the responsibilities 
to coach this season.” During her three years, Coach Schaub-George 
(known to the team as Coach Diana) was able to spend two seasons 
as Junior Varsity Coach and one as Varsity coach.

In the email, Coach Schaub-George mentioned her dad, who cur-
rently lives in Florida, and his need for help and support. She said 
it would have been nearly impossible for her to coach this season, 
“especially with the altered dates of this upcoming season and the 
complications that Covid presents.” However, her three years as coach 
were extremely memorable and have shaped a bright future for the 
men’s volleyball program. 

During the coach’s first two years, she set up an amazing platform 
for new players to learn and play the game which gave junior Liam 
Ruvane “the excitement to play.” Additionally, Ruvane stated that 
“[Coach Schaub-George] was the one that got me to play club vol-
leyball.” Ruvane wasn’t the only one Coach Diana has encouraged; 
last season, the Junior Varsity team, all but four of whom have 
been coached by Coach Schaub-George, went undefeated during the 
shortened season. 

However, Coach Schaub-George’s unforgettable moments as LGHS 
Volleyball coach occurred during her only season as the Varsity head 
coach. During her one season, the team went undefeated, only lost 
two sets, and ranked 13th in the nation. Unfortunately, the season 
was suspended due to COVID-19, and Coach Schaub-George was unable 
to coach her team to a CCS Championship. 

Coach Schaub-George will always be loved by everyone on the 
team and the team will be grateful for what she’s been able to 
accomplish. Senior and captain of the Varsity team Ajay Natarajan 

reflected, “Coach Diana was the most influential coach I’ve ever had 
and I would not be the leader and captain I am today, and our team 
would not be 13th in the nation, without her guidance and work 
ethic.” In the legacy of Coach Schaub-George the team will try to 
win a CCS championship in the upcoming season.

The boys volleyball program has now lost two coaches in the 
span of two seasons and has yet to know who will step in to take 
Coach Diana’s place. One possibility is the Junior Varsity coach from 
last year, Laura Farwell.
(Source: MaxPreps) 

 

receiving a negative test. The teams had to get tested no earlier than 
Sep. 30 — a week from when the boathouse closed — to ensure more 
accurate results.

At the beginning of the quarantine, athletes stayed in touch and 
in shape using video calls to conduct practice and to be able to bond 
as a team. In June, the coaches and board of directors even hosted an 
online banquet, an event usually held in person as a final goodbye to 
seniors. While the current conditions are far from ideal, coaches and 
athletes alike are putting in the effort necessary to improve. 

To return to training, the club implemented safety precautions. 
Jaime Velez, the director of the club and Varsity Women’s head coach, 
described how “[they] worked with the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department to establish safety protocols for [their] programs. [They] 
staggered sessions, made groups smaller, and sanitized equipment 
between each use.” 

While these measures are necessary for the health and safety of 
the team, they also make it difficult to create an environment of 
togetherness. Charles Tuckfield, a Varsity Men’s rower and a junior at 
Los Gatos High School, reflected on his experiences of rowing during 
the pandemic. “The biggest transition now is that we are in singles; 
therefore, practices have gotten very competitive, and rowing no longer 

PICTURE TIME: Brown, shown above, is a top Siege ameteur.

feels like a team sport,” he stated. “Despite the presence of compe-
tition,” Tuckfield continued, “our teammates are still connected and 
we still even do things together like video games outside of practice.”

LGHS senior and Varsity Women’s co-captain Grace Mackinlay 
spoke on her opinions about socially distanced practices. “I’m not a 
big fan of socially distanced practices. I think our sport relies on being 
able to be close to our teammates, and this has definitely caused a 
great disconnect in that aspect.” Mackinlay has been rowing for four 
years, so when asked about the impact of social distancing on team 
relationships, she replied, “We are used to being very close with our 
teammates, and getting to know the new varsity is almost impossible 
with safety precautions, wearing masks, and occasional Zooms.” She 
went on, saying “Nothing can replace an in-person practice, but I do 
think [Zoom meetings] are an efficient solution that can get across 
the same message and training.”

While members of the Women’s and Men’s teams faced many diffi-
culties returning to practice as a functioning team, all rowers are now 
back, training safely and responsibly for the season ahead. There are 
still many challenges ahead that the team must face, but by working 
together and staying connected, they will make this season, as well 
as future ones, as successful as possible.

WATCHFUL ONLOOKER: Coach Schaub-George observes her team practicing. BUMP, SET, SPIKE: Natarajan serves the ball during a recent volleyball practice.
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LGHS Varsity Volleyball coach steps down from team

season, team practices look a little different than 
they did before the pandemic; masks and social 
distancing measures foment a spirit of uncertainty, 
as Petroff expressed that “we don’t know for sure 
if we’re going to have a season this year.”

As a leader of a large, renowned group regularly 
consisting of over 50 individuals, Petroff savors 
the opportunity to “[use her] voice to encourage 
people to stay confident in their skills” and main-
tain a calm, collected attitude despite the pressure 
to uphold an impressive performance record.  She 
constantly encourages her teammates to “try their 
best and give what they have, because that’s the 
best that they can do.”

However, the field hockey grass isn’t the only 
place where Petroff displays her prowess; she’s also 
earned the title of JV soccer Most Valuable Player 
and joined the LGHS lacrosse team. In the future, 
she plans to stick to intramural sports rather than 
pursue collegiate recruitment; “I’ve [experienced] 
a lot of intense sports throughout high school,” 
she explained, adding that playing in a recreational 
sphere will provide an enjoyable break. 

When she’s not practicing field hockey hits 
or soccer tricks, Petroff enjoys off-season runs 
and upbeat HIIT workouts. While she is someone 
who “[doesn’t] really believe in diets,” she deftly 
manages a well-balanced lifestyle with activities 
and nutrition in order to keep her feeling healthy 
and fulfilled.

Petroff has surely crafted an athletic legacy at 
LGHS, and her fervent work ethic, affable compo-
sure, and manifold talents are sure to take her far 
on the field and beyond.STICK-ON-STICK COMBAT: Petroff fights to secure the ball.

SOCIALLY DISTANT: Following new COVID-19 protocols, a rower rows by herself.
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