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• Kausik continues  
   to row
• Chen jams out
   during quarantine

by Angela Sheu
Media Production Editor

Co-captain of the LGHS robotics team and 
founder of a local elementary school robotics team, 
junior Steven Dandurand is definitely a natural  
born leader.

Dandurand first joined a neighborhood First 
Lego League (FLL) robotics team in fifth grade and 
loved it. When he saw that LGHS had a robotics 
team as freshman, he “instantly knew [he] was 
going to join the class,” and he’s been a part of 
the team ever since. He describes the best part of 
robotics as working together with a team to reach 
an end goal – the finished robot. Additionally, he 
enjoys “showcasing the competition robots to the 
community” and hopes “to inspire young minds to 
be interested in STEM.”

As co-captain of the robotics team, Dandurand 
spends many hours each week planning curric-
ulum for the robotics team, which has changed 
drastically to adapt to distance learning. The class 
was originally centered around hands-on learning, 
but this year its focus has shifted to programming 
and computer aided design (CAD). Because of the 
pandemic, their robot never competed last season, 
but Dandurand remains optimistic, saying, “I look 
forward to what competitions we might have in 
the future.”

When he was a sophomore, Dandurand helped 
start a local FLL robotics team at Van Meter Elemen-
tary School. During the team’s first season, it won 
the NorCal Project Award for their project “Stop, Kids 

Danduran explores robotics
by Emily Duvall and Cara Davidson
Culture Editor and Public Relations Manager

Sophomore Noah Hale embodies the defi-
nition of driven. This 15-year-old superstar 
excels in academics, sports, and social set-
tings. He’s fluent in French and spends his free 
time studying to earn his seal of multiliteracy. 
Hale also enjoys all things outdoors, including 
tennis, running, and mountain biking. 

Hale participates in several AP and 
honors courses, in addition to a multitude 
of extracurriculars. This year, he is studying 
AP Euro, Algebra II Accelerated, Japanese 
III Honors, Honors English, Chemistry, and 
Graphic Design. 

Thriving in online learning, Hale refuses to 
allow isolation to tamper with his determined 
mindset. “I enjoy the bits of alone time” Hale 
commented. “We usually don’t really get 
time to ourselves when school is in session.” 
He enjoys the ample time that comes with 
online school to complete homework, but 
he still misses seeing his peers in this time 
of isolation.

Hale speaks French with his family almost 
daily, primarily his mother and brother. This 
trilingual student can communicate effort-
lessly in the language, as his mother is French. 
He began learning the language at just three 
years old, and hasn’t stopped since. Hale goes 
to visit France each summer to spend time in 
the beautiful country, in addition to visiting 
his grandparents. “I love France” Hale stated. 
“The food is incredible, and it’s much better 
quality than what we have in the U.S.”

This evident go-getter pursues Japanese 
to interact and connect directly with part of 
his culture as well. His father is half Japa-
nese, so he began to study the language and 

Hale strives for perfection

by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

The word versatility, when describing someone, is usually used when an 
individual has the ability to excel in two, or maybe three areas. However, 
when it comes to incoming freshman Kentaro Murayama, “versatility” 
doesn’t even begin to capture his impressive range of skills. Playing 
soccer, the violin, and partaking in countless advanced classes are just 
a few examples of what this fantastic freshman juggles on a daily basis.

As a first-year high schooler, Murayama has already surpassed all 
expectations by being admitted into the school’s Chamber Orchestra, a 
class that requires exceptional skill. When asked what he is doing for this 
class during this remote learning environment, Murayama said that “We’re 
just recording ourselves playing and then somebody...put[s] them together 
for us. Outside of school, I’m taking online private lessons for violin.”

Outside of his musical elective, Murayuma has taken on perhaps the 
most difficult freshman class schedule that LGHS has to offer. Not only 
does he take both Honors Biology and English Honors, the maximum 
Honors classes that a freshman can take, he is also enrolled in French 
II and Algebra II. 

“High school has been fun for me so far.  I’m having fun in biology…
[There are a lot of ] very fun investigations and projects...There is a lot of 
homework and...English class is not the best for me, but overall I think 
high school is [great]” he commented.

With such a heavy workload, and the additional adversity that comes 
with a virtual learning environment, it shouldn’t come as a surprise that 

Murayama has hit a few road bumps along the way. He admitted that 
“Some struggles I [have] faced are probably the rate at which I learn 
new topics. I feel like learning an honors class online could be very chal-
lenging.” Despite these unavoidable barriers, Murayama has remained 
positive, saying that “As I said before, I find Honors Biology very fun.”

While many other individuals may settle at this point, thinking that 
these classes are more than enough, this freshman is simply a different 
breed. After school hours, Murayama analyzes the stock market in the 
LGHS Stock Market Club. When asked why he joined this club, he replied, 
“I have done investing and I am really interested [in the stock market], 
so I joined.” He later added, “I partly joined because you know, one of 
my friends bullied me into [doing] it, in a good way.”

With so much on his plate in terms of academics, it seems nearly 
impossible that Murayama could be doing any extracurriculars. However, 
this student somehow still finds time to play competitive soccer for 
Liverpool F.C. outside of school on a regular basis. 

“Soccer...gives me a place to have fun and rest. It’s...a place to 
socialize while doing something productive...a place where I can do 
what I want and a place where I can forget about schoolwork.”

As a younger player, Murayama consistently competes with older 
individuals in an attempt to improve his skills. He explained that “we’re 
just doing online zoom training[s] and some in-person practices with 
multiple clubs where the top players of each club play for the top league.”

When it is all said and done and the day is over, Murayama still finds 
extra time to relax with his family and friends. Murayama explained, 

“Lately, I’ve been meeting up to do barbecues outdoors and going biking.” 
He also added, “I like to read, play video games, and play with my family 
and friends.”

One thing Murayama misses the most is being able to interact with 
his friends in person. “I really found talking to other people [to be] very 
amusing during this pandemic” he stated. “I did not know how fun it was 
to socialize until this social distancing where meeting up was not allowed.”

In addition to his friends and family in California, this freshman also 
frequents Zoom to talk with his family overseas in Japan. He detailed the 
calls, saying, “We’ve connected with [my family] over Zoom calls and we’ve 
celebrated birthdays and also just talked about how school and life is going 
on in each other’s places. We’ve goofed around....My brother doing magic 
tricks over the Zoom call was quite amusing.”

With such a diverse academic portfolio, an unrivalled work ethic both 
in the classroom and on the soccer field, and a prodigious violin playing 
ability, there will be no stopping this freshman in whatever path he 
decides to take!

Murayama excels in Lg high’s music program

First,” which allowed pedestrians to safely cross busy 
streets, and they qualified for the Northern Califor-
nia Silicon Valley Championship Event at their first 
competition. Dandurand explained that the most 
rewarding part is seeing team members learn skills 
in “STEM, presentating, and programming, as well 
as teamwork and cooperation.”

Outside of robotics, Dandurand also excels 
academically. He is currently taking seven classes, 
including AP U.S. History and AP Physics. Although 
he misses hanging out with friends, he enjoys 
distance learning because not physically going to 
school means the workload is lighter and he can 
sleep in later.

Dandurand also enjoys traveling abroad to give 
back to the community. Each year, he visits Colonet, 
Mexico, to build a house for a family and install solar 
lighting kits. The systems provide two to three hours 
of evening light to homes without power, enabling 
students in underserved countries to have the 
opportunity to read and advance their education 
after the sun goes down. His Colonet trip this year 
was cancelled due to the pandemic, but contractors 
still built the houses in Mexico.

With so many other activities, it would seem 
that Dandurand wouldn’t have much free time left. 
Nevertheless, he enjoys mountain biking, and he is 
a part of the Mountain Biking Club at LGHS. 

Whether it’s through building robots or houses, 
Dandurand’s dedication and work ethic has undoubt-
edly left a great impact on the community. 

take lessons prior to coming into high school. He 
immediately went into Japanese II as a freshman. 

Hale spends his free time getting away from 
screens and enjoying the fresh air. He’s currently 
striving to perfect his hand-eye coordination by 
playing tennis at Courtside with his friends. He 
also stays fit running LGHS cross country, and 
track and field. 

Not only does Hale exercise with clubs and 
school, he enjoys biking with his closest friends. 
Hale and his friends often bike up  the Jones 
Trail. “I’m definitely a beast at going uphill” Hale 
jokingly exclaimed. 

Back at home, Hale pursues his musical interests 
by playing piano, as he began eight years ago. Hale 
practices the instrument vigorously many times 
throughout the week. He particularly enjoys play-
ing songs composed by Beethoven, with one of his 
favorite pieces being Für Elise. When asked about 
piano, he shared, “A lot of people don’t know that 
I play the piano, [but] I really enjoy it.”

If you’re lucky enough to encounter Noah Hale 
in person, savor the moment. Hale is the type of 
person you only meet once in a lifetime, and is a 
remarkable friend to have by your side.

by Georgia Kaufman
Humor Editor

If the phrase ‘hard worker’ was a person, sophomore Uma Kausik 
would most definitely be them. This tenth-grader acts as a role model 
within her community, rowing team, and school. Kausik takes part in 
a multitude of activities, but has been focusing mainly on her studies 
and rowing.

Kausik has been a member of Los Gatos Rowing Club for two years. 
She enjoys the unique sport because, “rowing is a team sport, and 
teammates have to rely on each other.” In rowing, maintaining positive 
relationships is necessary for the success of the boat. “I also met my closest 
friends through rowing, so we never really have problems connecting on 
the water.” The sophomore has high hopes for her future in the sport, 
aiming for her dream school in the Ivies. She hopes to attend Princeton 
because she “definitely wants to row in college. At a good [university], 
that is.” There is no doubt that with Kausik’s academic achievements, great 
attitude, and success in rowing, that she has a bright future ahead of her.

Kausik expressed that throughout COVID, rowing has been a little 
difficult to get the hang of while maintaining socially distant measures. 
When asked about how the sport was going during the coronavirus, Kausik 

responded, “thankfully I can still row during shelter-in-place, but it’s much 
harder since I can’t be in boats with my teammates.”

Despite thriving in her sport, Kausik revealed a passion she has had 
since childhood. “I love to write, but it’s not something that I’m very 
good at.” We highly doubt that, by the way. Kausik admitted that she 
once went through a Harry Potter phase, although it was “much before 
everyone else’s.” She said, “after reading the Harry Potter series when 
I was probably seven or eight years old, I decided that I wanted to be 
an author and would write short stories.” The dreams of seven-year-old 
Kausik have changed now, but nevertheless, ambition and creativity 
remain among her defining characteristics. 

High school can be difficult for many, but Kausik confessed that 
her sophomore year has been especially challenging because, “online 
learning feels so disconnected. It’s harder to stay focused and actually 
understand what the teacher is explaining.” She also acknowledged that 
she longs for the connections she makes at school; she misses “going 
to school and seeing people, but [she does] enjoy not having to wake 
up early and get ready for school.”

Adding onto the topic of distanced learning and staying at home, 
Kausik revealed that she thought, “quarantine was fun at first when 

[she] didn’t have to worry about school or sports, but as soon as summer 
started and [she] realized all of [her] plans would be cancelled, [she] was 
very frustrated.” Looking on the bright side of things, she has started 
a few new hobbies due to shelter-in-place orders, as she “started trying 
to bake, but it’s not really going well. [She] somehow still manages to 
ruin box brownies.”

We hope for the best for the sophomore and her path with rowing 
as well as her education, and we will keep her multitude of failed box 
brownie attempts in our thoughts.
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