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Modi forces out Amnesty 
by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor

On Sept. 29, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi froze Amnesty International’s bank accounts 
in India, effectively ending the human rights orga-
nization’s presence in the country and sparking 
concerns about the security of civil liberties in 
India. The Indian government claims that Amnesty 
International broke laws regarding foreign contri-
butions, which Amnesty International stated was 
a “blatant lie.” 

by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor 

German airline Lufthansa has announced 
plans to test out pre-flight coronavirus tests in 
an attempt to make flights safe for passengers  
once again. 

Lufthansa partnered with Centogene, a German 
company that provides genetic testing, to supply 
the airline with accurate COVID-19 results within 
15 minutes after testing. With the new partner-
ship, the airline has been able to open preflight 
testing centers in Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Munich, 
and Hamburg. Even with these rapid tests, the 
possibility of flights to the U.S. as early as Octo-
ber rests on whether or not the airline can obtain 
government approval. The tests, which cost only 
ten euros, would serve as a replacement for the 
14-day quarantine that passengers must complete 
when traveling between most countries.  

As of now, Lufthansa does not yet offer anti-
gen tests, which can detect specific proteins in 
the virus and is the reason for the short time 
it takes to obtain accurate results. Instead they 
offer polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing at 
four different airports. While the PCR testing does 
detect the virus’s genetic material, it takes several 
hours to get the results back. 

In a virtual interview with Forbes magazine, 
Björn Becker, Senior Director Product Management 
Ground & Digital Services at Lufthansa, explained 
how Lufthansa is aiming to move to antigen 
testing as early as this month. “The PCR method 
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MODI’S MOMENT: Modi makes a speech at an event.

Russia and China release vaccines before final testing 
by Brynn Gibson
Graphics Designer

This past month, both Russia and China began the mass dis-
tribution of their COVID-19 vaccines before completing Phase 3 
trials. Both nations broke long-standing rules in doing so, which 
may lead to disastrous consequences down the road. 

However, the choice to roll out trial vaccines places them at 
the front of the international race for economic recovery, ahead 
of Western nations. 

China’s Sinopharm, the sole supplier of vaccines to the Middle 
East, and Russia’s Sputnik V, the major vaccine supplier to India, 
give their respective countries a huge geopolitical advantage 
over other nations also working to reconstruct their economies. 
Recently, President Donald Trump pushed for a quicker release 
of a vaccine in the United States. While skipping past Phase 3 
trials to distribute a vaccine would give the United States access 
to a significant diplomatic tool, one that only Russia and China 
currently wield, American health-experts strongly warn against 
taking a shortcut around necessary safety protocols. 

According to physicians, large-scale Phase 3 trials are necessary 
for vaccine development because severe side effects often fail to 
present themselves in the smaller-scale tests. Usually, Phase 3 
tests are conducted for months before a vaccine is approved for 
mass production. Additionally, critical mistakes could be made in 
the production of vaccines if manufacturing is rushed.

“It is reckless and dangerous to distribute a minimally tested 
vaccine about which nothing has been published,” stated Arthur 
Caplan, Head of the Division of Medical Ethics at New York Univer-
sity’s Grossman School of Medicine, of Russia and China’s decision 
to preemptively release a vaccine before tests have been com-
pleted. “It’s really insane and a terrible idea.…It’s staggeringly 
hard to comprehend.” 

Russian officials have denied any fault, claiming that their 
actions are justified by the actions of other countries. Kirill 
Dmitriev, Head of the Russian Direct Investment Fund, the orga-
nization that subsidized Russian vaccine development, defended 
Russia’s questionable decision, pointing a finger at China. “The 
criticism was that you cannot register a vaccine before Phase 3” 
Kiril said, “But after this, China registered a vaccine,” reasoning 
that, “this part of the criticism is gone.”

Just because vaccines are present in China and Russia, does not 
mean the populace fully trusts their safety and effectiveness. Due 
to China’s extensive history of vaccine safety scandals, Chinese 
citizens are filled with skepticism and distrust. One 2019 study 
showed that about 70 percent of the Chinese population lacks 
confidence in vaccinations. An August poll in Russia determined 
54 percent of 1600 participants were not willing to volunteer 
 for vaccination.  

If Russia and China’s gamble works in their favor, and their 
populations gain herd immunity, they will find themselves ahead 

of the rest of the world in terms of economic recovery and in a position 
of immense geopolitical and diplomatic power. However, if their vaccines 
fail, thousands of lives may be at risk.
(Sources: Seattle Times, Washington Post)

Teacher poisons 25 kindergarten students, killing one
by Jackie King
Humor Editor

A Chinese kindergarten teacher, Wang Yu, received a death sentence 
on Sept. 29 for poisoning 25 students attending a kindergarten in 
Jiaozuo, China. The court stated that Yu mixed the chemical sodium 
nitrate into porridge that she made for her colleague’s students. Her 
mixture caused nearly all the students to be sick, and killed one. 

Yu committed the crime in late March 2019, hospitalizing all 25 
students who consumed it. The news reports from 2019 say the children 

Reports state that she put some in her husband’s cup in 2017 
after a “conflict,” causing him to end up in the hospital. In their final 
statement, the court said the kindergarten’s manager will have to 
compensate the injured children’s families and they will reconvene at 
a later date to assign a date for the execution. 
(Sources: USA Today, CBC News, CNN)

Amnesty International is a globally respected 
watchdog and nonprofit organization that focuses 
on protecting human rights. In August, the group 
released a report on riots in Delhi that occurred in 
February, stating that Delhi police forces aided and 
abetted rioters, citing videos and testimony that 
police gave Hindus stones to throw at Muslims, 
participated in beating Muslims, and generally added 
to the destruction.      

The riots led to the deaths of at least 53 people 
and injured over 500. The Delhi police responded 
that the claims against them in the report are 
“lopsided, biased and malicious.” 

The report additionally called out human 
rights abuses in Kashmir, asserting that security 
forces unjustly arrested and tortured civilians in  
the region.

The announcement that Amnesty International 
will no longer be operating in India coincides with 
growing concerns about free speech in the nation.

 A report by the LA Times called out pros-
ecution of journalists covering the coronavirus 
pandemic, stating “at least 55 journalists have 
been arrested, investigated, or questioned by 
police across India in connection with their 
COVID-19 reporting or alleged lockdown violations, 
according to a report by the Rights and Risks 
Analysis Group.” Activists are cautioning that 
India is slowly growing more authoritarian as it 
moves towards a Hindu-nationalist state.  Indian 
journalist Rana Ayyub stated in a Washington Post 
opinion piece that the international community 
should view India’s removal of Amnesty Interna-
tional as a warning. 

Ayyub cited why organizations like Amnesty 
International are necessary in India, in addition 
to referencing the crackdown on journalists, she 
pointed out that the same day the organization 
closed their operations in India, Manisha Valmiki, 
the 19 year-old who was gang-raped in Uttar 
Pradesh, died from her injuries. “It’s all part of a 
sustained effort to transform India into a fascist 
state,” she contended. “The Indian government 
will continue to ignore or mock organizations 
and institutions that warn about our decline into 
a majoritarian abyss.”
(Sources: BBC, Washington Post, LA Times, 
New York Times)

SKY HIGH: Lufthansa aircrafts board tested passengers. 

SLOW STREETS: A square in Moscow, Russia, is quiet due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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POWERFUL VOICES: Amnesty members collaborate.

is widely validated [and] has been easy,” Becker 
stated. “Antigen tests are not that widespread 
yet [and] are not validated for any country for 
immigration right now.” 

With the limited number of rapid antigen 
tests, the airline is dabbling with the idea of 
making them available to business and first class 
passengers first. However, Becker added, “Testing 
is not a premium service. Testing is a service for 
every customer.”

Lufthansa plans to establish testing centers 
with these rapid tests in four airports in Ger-
many, as well as in airports in Canada, the U.S., 
and China. Establishing multiple rapid testing 
centers as soon as possible is key to enabling 
pre-pandemic levels of travel.

 The airlines are facing tremendous loss 
because of the travel ban the pandemic caused. 
Lufthansa lost a staggering 2.1 billion euros in 
just the first three months of the pandemic.

 In order to keep the company afloat, they 
received a government bailout of nine billion 
euros. United Airlines, one of Lufansa’s biggest 
partners, faced similar challenges after losing 
$2.1 billion during the same three months. 

By establishing quick antigen COVID-19 tests 
for all passengers, Lufthansa, as well as other 
airlines, hope to bring their companies back 
to what they used to be and resume regular air 
travel once again. 
(Sources: Forbes, The Wall Street Journal, ABC 
News, Washington Post)

CHECK IN: A scientist performs passenger PCR test.

DEADLY SUBSTANCE: Yu used sodium nitrate to poison the students.
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began violently vomiting and some fainted after eating the poisoned 
breakfast. Sodium nitrate is a chemical usually used to cure meats, 
but it can be extremely toxic when ingested in high amounts. The 
nitrate-laced meal left one young boy in the hospital for months 
until his death in early January 2020. 

The Jiaozuo City Intermediate People’s Court declared on Sep. 28 
that Yu was fully aware of the effects of ingesting sodium nitrate 
before she deposited it in the breakfast, showing “no regard for  
the consequences.” 

Although Yu attempted to hide her motives, the court stated 
she poisoned the children’s porridge in order to get revenge on her 
fellow teacher, Sun Moumou, after they had a disagreement in early 
March 2019 about how they should be disciplining and handling 
their respective students. 

The court stated Yu’s “motives were despicable” and her “criminal 
methods and circumstances were exceedingly bad, with especially 
severe circumstances.” Because of this, the court believed they should 
punish her severely and in “accordance with the law.”

The court announced Yu’s fate after old reports proved that 
this was not the first time she used sodium nitrate to purposely 
harm someone. LETHAL INJECTION: Courts sentenced Yu to recieve the death penalty.
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