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Japan Airlines promotes gender inclusivity for flyers
by Jordan Chan 
News Editor

Japan Airlines (JAL) will discontinue the use of the phrase 
“ladies and gentlemen” this October in an effort to promote inclu-
sivity and respect for people who use gender-neutral pronouns. 
Greetings made in Japanese will remain unchanged, as they do 
not use gender-specific language, while JAL will modify in-flight 
announcements made in English to use phrases like “all passengers” 
and “everyone.”

Although JAL is taking steps toward inclusivity, Japan remains 
heavily conservative on issues regarding gender and sexuality. 
While support for the LGBTQIA+ community is growing in Japan, 

same-sex marriage is still not legal, and gender-roles are heavily 
enforced. Many same-sex couples deal with these problems by turning 
to administrations that issue same-sex partnership certificates, but 
these documents lack legal standing.

The aviation industry has served to solidify these strict norms 
surrounding gender and sexuality in Japan. The industry specifically 
perpetuates gender-based stereotypes, with a nearly all-male pilot force 
and majority-female flight attendents. In addition, requirements for 
female flight attendants were so strict that at one point they had to 
be under a certain weight limit. Earlier this year, a campaign against 
JAL’s dress codes for female flight attendants caused them to loosen 
rules that required women to wear heels and skirts.

Regarding the language change at JAL, spokesman Mark Morimoto 
stated, “[JAL] aspires to be a company where we can create a positive 
atmosphere and treat everyone, including our customers, with respect.”

Although JAL is one of the first major Japanese carriers to make this 
change, they are not the first notable company to get rid of the phrase 
“ladies and gentlemen.” For years, other transportation systems across 
the globe have worked to eradicate gender-specific language for similar 
reasons. In 2017, Transport for London encouraged staff members to 
greet passengers by saying, “hello everyone,” while also revising their 
pre-recorded announcements to eliminate all gender-specific language. 
In 2019, Airlines for America — which represents most major carriers 
in the United States — took steps to make non-binary passengers 
feel more comfortable by allowing travelers to pick genders other 
than female or male when they bought tickets. Airlines for America 
put the responsibility of implementing this change on each individual 

airline that they represent, which includes United Airlines, Alaska 
Airlines, American Airlines, and Southwest Airlines. 

Arli Christian from the National Center for Transgender Equality 
talked about why these changes are so important, noting: “Non-bi-
nary people face unnecessary, invasive and discriminatory scrutiny 
by airlines, airports and security services alike.” 
(Sources: BBC, NY Times, Reuters)
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TAKE-OFF: Japan Airlines plane takes flight, trying to respect customers. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan fight over Nagorno-Karabkh 

COM: Norway paves way for green energy in the EU

by Maddie Dewhirst 
National/World Editor

In late September, hostilities broke out between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over control of the Nagorno-Karabakh region, leading to 
the deaths of over 370 people with analysts fearing the violence may 
grow worse. 

Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally recognized as part of Azer-
baijan, but the territory is governed by ethnic Armenians who make 
up the vast majority of the 150,000 people who live there. The region 
has a long and contentious history leading back to the Armenian geno-
cide in the early 1900s, during which the Ottoman empire — which 
encompassed present day Turkey — systemically expelled and killed 
around 1.5 million Armenians. During the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
ethnic Armenians living in the region declared it independent, leading 
to the Nagorno-Karabakh War, or as it’s known in Armenia, the Artsakh 
Liberation War. Beginning in 1988, this conflict led to the deaths of 
about 30,000 people. A ceasefire brokered by Russia went into effect 
in 1994, but it was never intended to be a permanent solution. The 
Minsk Group, headed by Russia, France, and the U.S. has attempted to 
broker lasting peace deals between the two countries, but agreements 
have fallen by the wayside as other conflicts took precedence.

Fighting recently flared up on Sep. 27 after Armenia accused 
Azerbaijan of bombing civilian areas in the region. Armenia took down 
two Azerbaijani helicopters and three drones in response. The fighting 
continued to escalate, with Azerbaijan firing at the regional capital 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Stepanakert, which is home to approximately 
50,000 people. In return, Azerbaijan claims that Armenia shot missiles 
at Ganja, their second largest city. Many of the casualties on both 
sides are civilians.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan stated in a Facebook 
post that citizens should “get ready to defend our sacred homeland.” 

Azerbaijan, similarly, shows few signs of deescalating. On Oct. 4, 
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev remarked, “Nagorno-Karabakh is 
our land. This is the end. We showed them who we are. We are chasing 
them like dogs.”

Regional powers are already involved. Turkey is openly supporting 
Azerbaijan, sending weapons and over 1,000 Syrian troops to Azerbai-
jan’s aid. Turkey has close linguistic and religious ties to Azerbaijan, 
and most of the people are ethnically Turkic. Although allied with 
Russia, Armenia has yet to receive any support from their neighbor 
who so far have condemned the violence and called for deescalation. 
Russia and Turkey are engaged in a proxy war in Syria, and the current 
unrest in Nagorno-Karabakh has the potential to complicate other 
conflicts as well. 

Additionally, Armenia claims a Turkish F-16 fighter jet shot down 
one of their own military aircraft. The New York Times reported that 
Pashinyan called President Trump’s National Security Advisor Robert 
O’Brien, asking why the U.S. is allowing Turkey to use American-made 
F-16s against Armenians. O’Brien said he would alert Trump, but, 
shortly after, Trump tested positive for COVID-19, leaving the issue  
entirely unresolved.

On Oct. 10, Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to a ceasefire negotiated 
with the Russians in order to collect bodies from the battlefield and 
exchange prisoners. The ceasefire was broken less than 24 hours after 
it went into effect after both sides accused each other of violating it.
(Sources: Vox, NY Times, Aljazeera, BBC, Yahoo News)

by Lucy Holland
Culture Editor

The winter months are fast approaching, and the country of 
Norway takes winter wonderland to another level. Home to the 
world’s biggest herd of wild reindeer, Norway’s fjords, trolls, and 
northern lights are world-renowned. 

Gorgeous fjords cover the western coast of Norway. Surrounded 
on all sides by steep mountain faces, these unique ecosystems offer 
breathtaking views seen nowhere else on earth. Massive glaciers  
three kilometers thick that covered northern Europe during the 
most recent ice age formed these deep trenches. Deposits of gravel 
and rocks at the mouths of the narrow inlets offer shelter from 
the open ocean. Norway is not only home to the most fjords in 
the world, but also the narrowest and second-longest. Designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage site in 2005, Geirangerfjord is one of the 
most popular fjords in the country, hosting visitors from around 
the world. Tourists visit the countless waterfalls in Geirangerfjord 

— including the world-renowned “Seven Sisters (De Syv Søstrene)” 
waterfalls — and the quaint, picturesque village of Geiranger. 

In 2019, the European Environmental Commission named Norway’s 
capital city, Oslo, the European Green Capital. Hydroelectric power 
plants are responsible for 98 percent of Norway’s  power output thanks 
to the immense rivers and waterfalls dotting the country.  

 Thanks to their popularity in Norway, the legend of trolls has 
become a staple in fairytales worldwide. Mountain and forest trolls 
inspired the brutish creatures that ate hobbits in Lord of the Rings, 
and cave trolls resemble Queen Elsa’s companions in Frozen. Residents 
pass around tales of mischievous trolls, and tricks to thwart their plans 
are common knowledge. 

 

Perhaps the most well-known aspect of Norwegian culture is the 
obsession with skiing. Sondre Norheim invented modern skis with stiff 
bindings in the late 1800s, but ancient carvings found in the mountain 

town of Rødøy depict Norwegians participating in their national 
sport over 4,000 years ago. Naturally, Norway has won more medals 
in the Winter Olympics than any other nation in history. Funded by 
the Norweigan National Lottery, Olympiatoppen – a specific team of 
scientists, nutritionists, and trainers devoted to Olympic athletes 
across the country – allowed a team less than half the size of the 
United States’ team to win 39 medals in the 2018 Winter Olympics. 

Along with its successful athletes, Norway boasts famous 
artists such as Edvard Munch, well known for his painting “The 
Scream.” DJ Kygo (whose real name is Kyrre Gørvell-Dahll)  hails 
from Norway and is world-renowned for songs such as “It Ain’t Me” 
and “Higher Love.” On the opposite end of the musical spectrum, 
Indie singer-songwriter Sondre Lerche boasts eight studio albums 
and popular songs like “Patience” and “Soft Feelings.”

Whether venturing into the expansive fjords of Western Norway 
or walking the snow trodden paths of Oslo, this Scandinavia country 
won’t fail to astound. 
(Sources: Time, Life in Norway, Initari, Fjord Tours, Fjord Norway, 
Regjeringen, Nordmanns Forbundet)

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS: Norway’s fjords offer a breathtaking destination.
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MEET AND GREET: Allies Russian President Vladmir Putin and Pashinyan meet. 

HITTING THE SLOPES: The country’s Olympic team takes home gold medals.

FRESH POWDER: Norway’s stunning snowscapes lend themselves to skiing.
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WELCOME ABOARD: Japan Airlines boards passengers, preparing for flight.


