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BLM protesters demand justice for Breonna Taylor 
by Sonali Muthukrishnan and Jackie King
National/World Editor and Humor Editor

Demonstrators filled the streets of Louisville, KY, on Sep. 23, protesting 
the announcement that only one of the police officers involved in the 
killing of Breonna Taylor would face minimal charges. Protests for Black 
Lives Matter in Louisville have taken place for the past four months, but 
the demonstrators show no signs of stopping soon.

The protests that took place after the announcement of charges related 
to Taylor’s case led to the police using stun grenades against the crowd. 
The Louisville Police Department stated that they declared the assembly 
unlawful after the police asked the protestors to move off of the street 
and they did not comply. The police arrested over 127 people as a result 

of the protests. On Sep. 23, a protestor shot two police officers and 
faced charges accordingly. On Sep. 24, Louisville’s Democratic Mayor 
Greg Fischer announced that he would extend the nine p.m. curfew 
through the weekend due to the protests. 

Police officers shot and killed Taylor, a Black medical worker, on Mar. 
13 while executing a drug warrant. The police had initially received 
court approval for a “no-knock” entry; however, the court revoked it 
prior to the raid and it became a “knock and announce order.” While 
the police officer stated that they announced themselves, Kenneth 
Walker, Taylor’s boyfriend, disagreed, recounting that the pair asked 
who was knocking, but received no reply. When the police broke down 
the door, Walker fired on the intruders, allegedly unaware that it was 
the police. The court charged Walker with attempted murder, but 
waived the charges in May.  

The police’s incident report contained many errors, listing Taylor as 
having no injuries and stating that police did not have to force their 
way into the apartment, when in reality they broke the door down. 
The police did not record any body camera footage. 

When the court announced it would prosecute only one of the 
three officers involved, former Det. Brett Hankison, for the shots 
he fired into the apartment adjoining Taylor’s (the charge is Wanton 
Endangerment in the First Degree), protesters were furious. The court 
did not indict the officers on charges connecting to Taylor’s death, 
and two officers, Det. Myles Cosgrove and Sgt. Jonathan Mattingly, 
are not facing repercussions, regardless of the fact that Cosgrove’s 
shots killed Taylor. 

The Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron released the 
audio recordings of the private grand jury case involving Breonna 
Taylor on the morning of Oct. 2. The audio recordings, spanning 
15 hours, give the public direct access to the two-day grand jury 
proceedings. However, they do not include the unrecorded juror 
deliberations and prosecutor recommendations, or any conversa-
tions covering the potential criminal action of the three officers 
who shot Breonna Taylor. The majority of the recordings were 
interviews of the police officers involved. Notably, Hankison told 
interviewers that he felt he and his fellow officers were “sitting 
ducks” and this threat to their safety led him to fire his weapon. 
(Sources: CNN, New York Times, Washington Post, Louisville Police)

US bill threatens to stop aid to Philippines military 
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

On Sep. 23, U.S. Representative Susan Wild introduced the Phil-
ippine Human Rights Act after Filipino President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
death squad killed tens of thousands of his own people. The act 
threatens to cut American security funding in the Philippines if 
Duterte’s administration fails to instate human rights reforms within 
the military and the police force. 

In a speech, Wild encouraged Duterte to withdraw the military 
from domestic areas; create a judicial system to investigate and 
prosecute the military and police officers who committed violated 
people’s human rights establish protections for trade unions, 
journalists, human rights defenders, indigenous persons, LGBTQ+ 

activists, and critics of the government; and fully comply with any 
audits or investigations due to the alleged improper use of security aid. 

After taking office in 2016, Duterte declared a “war on drugs,” and 
ordered his police force to target groups connected to the drug war. 
Without evidence or warrants, Duterte’s Death Squad killed 27,000 
people, including political opponents, environmental and indigenous 
activists, as well as many civilians. In Jun. 2020, the U.N. High Com-
missioner for human rights, Michelle Bachelet, commented, “[Duterte’s 
bill] heightens our concerns on the blurring of important distinctions 
between criticism, criminality, and terrorism.” 

From 2016 to 2019, the United States provided approximately 
554 million dollars in military aid to assist the Philippines’ military; 
additionally, President Trump approved the sale of two billion dollars 
worth of attack helicopters to the country. Tensions between Trump 
and Duterte lowered since the incident in October 2016, when Duterte 
attempted to cut the Philippines’ long-standing ties with the U.S. in 
favor of cultivating a relationship with China. This year, however, 
Duterte endorsed the re-election of Trump. 

The militaristic relationship between the U.S. and the Philippines 
traces back to the 1999 Philippines-United States Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA), which consisted of several documents allowing the 
countries to conduct joint military exercises, among other terms. Public 
backlash for the agreement arose this year after Duterte pardoned an 
American Marine for killing a transgender Filipina woman, but talks 
of ending the agreement ceased in early September. 

Wild’s bill will not be put into action until it gains more 
support. Philippines Spokesperson Harry Roque claimed that 
Wild’s proposition “is a very wild idea,” and stated that the 
bill violates the VFA. Armed Forces Spokesperson Edgar Arevalo 
believes that the Philippines’ Armed Forces did not abuse human 
rights because of the lack of related reports. Filipino Senator 
Panfilo Lacson also commented, “The said bill will not only be 
our loss but theirs as well, considering that a major part of the 
security assistance being extended to the Philippines is used 
to combat terrorism, which knows no borders.”
(Sources: BBC, Washington Post, CNBC, Foreign Policy)

VP debate remains calm  Broadway extends closure 
by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor

On Oct. 7, in front of a small, socially-distant 
audience at Kingsbury Hall in Salt Lake City, UT, Cal-
ifornia Senator Kamala Harris faced off against Vice 
President Mike Pence in a historic Vice Presidential 
debate. Harris, presidential candidate Joe Biden’s 
running mate, is both the first East Asian woman 
and the first Black woman to be nominated for vice 
president by one of America’s major political parties. 
Pence is running for re-election on President Trump’s 
ticket. Susan Page from USA Today moderated the 
debate. The candidates sat on stage 12 feet apart 
and separated by two plexiglass barriers to protect 
against the spread of COVID-19, a precaution that 
Pence disliked but ultimately complied with.

Page posed the first question to Harris: “What 
would a Biden administration do in January and 
February that a Trump administration wouldn’t 
do?” Harris opened the debate proclaiming, “The 
American people have witnessed what is the great-
est failure of any presidential administration in the 
history of our country.” She told viewers that the 
Trump administration had known of the virus and 
its deadly effects since late January and did little 
to warn the American people. For his first question, 
Page asked Pence why the U.S. death toll percentage 
was so much higher than that of other developed 
countries. Pence answered, “Our nation has gone 
through a very challenging time this year. But I 
want the American people to know that from the 
very first day, President Donald Trump has put the 
health of America first.” 

Harris spoke over her time limit on multiple 
occasions and interrupted Pence five times, but 
Pence spoke past his time limit more often and for 
longer. Page attempted to stop him from going over 
time by saying “Thank you, Mr. Vice President,” 
but, for the most part, her attempts were fruitless. 
Pence interrupted Harris ten times during her time 
to speak, to which she often responded, “Mr. Vice 

President, I’m speaking.” Harris also insisted 
that Page allow her to finish speaking multiple 
times after Pence interrupted her, saying, “He 
interrupted me, and I’d like to just finish, 
please,” and “He attacked my record. I would 
like an opportunity to respond.” By the end of 
the debate, the candidates’ total speaking times 
were within seconds of each other.

When asked by the moderator what she 
would do if the American people voted Trump 
out and he refused to leave office peacefully, 
Harris spoke about the support behind Biden. 
Notably, she mentioned that “over 500 generals, 
retired generals, and former national security 
experts and advisors are supporting our cam-
paign.” When asked a similar question, Pence 
said he didn’t think there was a high chance of 
Trump losing. 
(Sources: CNN, ABC, NYT, Washington Post)

by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor

 The Broadway League announced that Broadway 
will remain closed through May 30; this date will 
mark 444 days since all of Broadway’s theaters went 
dark in March. The trade organization confirmed 
last Friday that ticket sales will be suspended until 
a decision is made regarding opening dates. The 
date that the production of shows will continue is 
still unknown, but when it does, producers envision 
a staggered reopening as opposed to resuming all 
shows at once. 

The closure of Broadway has greatly impacted 
the life of not just performers, but the rest of the 
city as well. Many tourists venturing to New York 
come into the city for Broadway shows. Tourists from 
other countries and states account for 65 percent 
of Broadway’s annual ticket sales. The New York 
economy gained 11.5 billion dollars last year from 
these visitors. During previous years, Broadway has 
been remarkably successful. In the 2017-18 season, 
it earned a total of 1.697 million dollars with 33 
productions, and in the 2018-19 season, it earned 
1.829 million dollars across 38 productions.

Aiming to gain back stability and cover expenses, 
the League recently expressed its support for the 
Save Our Stages Act that has made it into the latest 
version of the House Democrats’ Heroes Act. The act 
would supply ten billion dollars in grants to live 
venue operators, promoters, talent representatives, 
and others in the entertainment industry to cover 
six months of expenses that they are struggling to 
pay as a result of the extended shutdown. “With 
nearly 97,000 workers who rely on Broadway for 
their livelihood and an annual economic impact 
of 14.8 billion dollars to the city, our membership 
is committed to re-opening as soon as conditions 
permit us to do so,” declared Charlotte St. Martin, 
president of the Broadway League. “We are working 
tirelessly with multiple partners on sustaining the 
industry once we raise our curtains again.”

Broadway closed its doors on Mar. 12 in an effort 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Since then, the 
League extended the shutdown multiple times, 
leaving the casts’ and production crews’ careers 
in jeopardy. Unlike film and television, which is 
resuming, most of the performing arts in the nation 
are following Broadway’s example by planning on 
staying closed until at least next summer; Europe, 
however, is reopening theaters at a steady pace. In 
New York, there is an exceptionally limited amount 
of space inside the theaters, and tourists make up 
a large percentage of the audience. These factors 
make New York unable to replicate the conditions 
Europe has that permit a safe and economically 
practical reopening. 

Despite the short season, the 2020 Tony Awards 
nominations will be virtually presented by Tony 
Award winner James Monroe Iglehart on Oct. 15. 
The 74th annual ceremony will likely take place 
sometime later in the year, dependent on the coro-
navirus pandemic. 
(Sources: Playbill, New York Times, Broadway News)

WE WON’T BACK DOWN: Hundreds of protesters march down the streets in Chicago.  

KWELA KONG: King Kong theater shines before shutdown.   

TEAMWORK: U.S. and Philippine marines practice immediate action drills.  

STAND TOGETHER: People gather to protest the death of Breonna Taylor.    

FIRE AWAY: Troops fire cannons at a live fire exercise in Crow Valley.   

FLYING SOLO: Panels keep the candidates separated.     
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