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• Trump and Biden
   clash in debate
• Broadway remains
   shut down 

President Trump announces Supreme Court nominee 
by Caroline Wagner 
Graphics Designer

On Sep. 26, President Donald Trump announced Amy Coney Barrett 
as his third nomination for the United States Supreme Court following 
the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Barrett’s appointment would 
make her the fifth woman and second female conservative to serve on 
the Supreme Court, shifting the court to a 6-3 conservative majority. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee will push forward with confirmation 
hearings on Oct. 12, despite two Republican members of the commit-
tee testing positive for COVID-19 after attending the ceremony for 
Barrett’s nomination. 

Born in New Orleans in 1972, Barrett resides in South Bend, Indiana, 
with her husband, Jesse M. Barrett, and their seven children. Barrett 
graduated Notre Dame Law School in 1997, where she now teaches as 
a professor. The school named her Notre Dame’s law professor of the 
year in 2006 and 2016. In addition to her part-time job as a professor, 
Barrett serves on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 

During the 2017 hearing to appoint Barrett to the Court of Appeals, 
California Senator Dianne Feinstein questioned Barrett on the role of 
her faith as a judge after Barrett co-wrote a law review article that 
stated Catholic judges have a moral obligation to recuse themselves 
from death penalty cases. “My personal church affiliation or my reli-
gious belief would not bear on the discharge of my duties as a judge,” 

Barrett answered. “It is never appropriate for a judge to impose that 
judge’s personal convictions, whether they arise from faith or anywhere 
else, on the law.”

With the potential of a conservative majority on the court, many 
are wondering what Barrett’s appointment could mean for the future 
of the country. Although Barrett claims that she is impartial and 
operates within the law, her position of power on the court would 
allow conservatives to overturn precedents such as Roe v. Wade and 
the Affordable Care Act. Barrett personally opposes abortion and 
signed an anti-abortion newspaper ad in 2006, but her position on the 
ruling of Roe v. Wade remains unclear. Additionally, Barrett opposes 
the Affordable Care Act. She wrote, “Chief Justice Roberts pushed the 
Affordable Care Act beyond its plausible meaning to save the statute. 
He construed the penalty imposed on those without health insurance 
as a tax, which permitted him to sustain the statute as a valid exer-
cise of the taxing power; had he treated the payment as the statute 
did — as a penalty — he would have had to invalidate the statute as 
lying beyond Congress’s commerce power.”

The decision to appoint another Justice to the Court so close to 
the election outraged many Democrats, and they pointed to Senator 
Lindsay Graham’s promise in 2016 after the death of Justice Scalia, in 
which he stated, “I want you to use my words against me. If there’s 
a Republican president in 2016 and a vacancy occurs in the last year 
of the first term, you can say Lindsey Graham said, ‘Let’s let the next 
president, whoever it might be, make that nomination.” 
(Sources: CNN, USA Today, Washington Post, New York Times)ORDER IN THE COURT: Barrett speaks in the Rose Garden next to the president.
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Trump and Biden debate economy, racism, and more
by Sonali Muthukrishnan 
National/World Editor

The first presidential debate of the 2020 election took place on 
Tues., Sep. 29, at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH. 
President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden faced 
off in a socially distanced debate moderated by Fox News’ Chris 
Wallace. Wallace chose the questions that the candidates answered, 
focusing on COVID-19, the Supreme Court, the candidates’ records, 
the economy, racial injustice and violence in American cities, 
climate change, and the election’s integrity. Each topic got 15 
minutes of discussion time. 

The debate’s audience included 80 to 90 people who got tested for 
COVID-19 beforehand. In addition, the Cleveland Clinic, the official 
partner of the debate, required that all attendees wear masks. However, 
Trump’s family refused to comply with this request, removing their 
masks as soon as they entered the venue. 

Most viewers expressed disappointment about the debate due to 
the lack of presidential decorum shown by the candidates. Memora-
bly, Trump continued to consistently interrupt Biden and argue with 
Wallace throughout the event, ignoring the rules outlining debate 
etiquette that his campaign previously agreed to. Many also felt that 
both Biden and Trump failed to project maturity, throwing snide 
remarks back and forth throughout the debate. 

When directly asked to condemn white supremacists and far-right 
groups, Trump refused, instead stating, “Stand back and stand by,” 
referring to the white supremacist militia group Proud Boys. Addi-
tionally, Trump personally attacked Biden dozens of times, calling 
him unintelligent and mocking him for wearing a mask; at one point, 
Trump even ridiculed Biden’s son, Hunter, for his past struggle with 
substance abuse. Trump repeatedly implied that voter fraud due to 
people voting by mail will rig the election against him, and notably 
told his supporters to go down to the polls and “watch very carefully.” 
Throughout the debate, Trump did not reference statistics or facts in 
his claims. 

Conversely, Biden attempted to connect with his supporters and 
undecided voters, making a point to speak directly into the camera. 
Biden did lose his temper in a couple exchanges, at one point interject-
ing, “Will you shut up, man,” after Trump interrupted him. However, 

Biden laughed off the majority of interjections; contrary to the 
president, Biden regularly cited statistics in his arguments. 

Overall, the debate did not clearly end up helping one candidate 
or another, because most Americans did not feel that either of 
them came out looking particularly strong. However, Joe Biden is 
retaining his lead in the polls thus far.

The Commission on Presidential Debates canceled the second 
presidential debate which would have occurred in Miami on Oct. 15, 
but President Trump declined to participate after the commission 
declared it would be virtual due to Trump’s positive COVID-19 
diagnosis. Instead, Biden will participate in an ABC News town 
hall in Philadelphia on Oct. 15. Viewers can still look forward to 
the third debate in Nashville, set for Oct. 22.
(Sources: New York Times, NPR, CNBC, CNN, Washington Post)

MASK UP: The limited audience at the debate included the candidates’ families.

NYT reveals Trump’s taxes
by Emmy Morley 
National/World Editor

On Sep. 27, the New York Times published 
an article revealing that President Trump paid 
only 750 dollars in annual income taxes in 2016 
and 2017.

The Times also reported that, in 10 of the past 
15 years, Trump paid no federal income taxes at 
all. For decades, the business mogul paid less 
in income taxes than the average middle-class 
American taxpayer. Given it is the middle of his 
reelection campaign and the rapidly approach-
ing November election, this new information           
could prove a serious blow to his future in the 
White House. 

Trump’s tax reports from 2018 and 2019 have 
yet to be recovered, and the lack of reported 
income tax in years past raises questions about 
the narrative President Trump feeds the public. 
In response to the recent information, a lawyer 
from within the Trump Organization, Alan Garten, 
defended the President by stating, “The facts 
appear to be inaccurate.” 

According to the reports, Trump gained the 
majority of his wealth from his time as a reality 
star on the NBC TV show The Apprentice, amass-
ing a fortune of 427.4 million dollars. He also 
profited from investing the money acquired from 
his television endeavors into businesses in many 
different industries. 

Upon taking office in 2016, President Trump 
expressed his strong disapproval of making deals 
with foreign countries, despite pocketing 73 
million dollars from his international businesses 
based in countries like Ireland, the Philippines, 
and India. Trump paid more money in taxes to his 

DEBATE WITH CAUTION: Trump and Biden debated more than 12 feet apart.

How to vote in California

 PAR FOR THE COURSE: Trump poses at his Florida golf course.

overseas businesses than the taxes he paid to the 
IRS. For instance, he paid the Indian government 
145,400 dollars in one year.

On Sep. 29, during the first presidential debate 
with Joe Biden, moderator Chris Wallace questioned 
President Trump about the tax reports published 
in the Times. In response, Trump stated, “[I paid] 
millions of dollars, and you’ll get to see it – and 
you’ll get to see it.” 

In response to critics, the New York Times stated 
their information came from “sources with legal 
access to it.” The Times denied requests to reveal 
their informant, but said that they made their con-
clusions by comparing publicly available information 
and records provided by an inside source.

As the U.S. nears the next presidential election, 
the startling report on President Trump’s income 
taxes could prove to be a major hit to his campaign.
(Sources: New York Times, NPR, Wall Street Journal)

Election Day is quickly approaching, and millions of people have already voted. Unlike in previous 
years, the vast majority of voters in California will be voting by mail. If you do not want to vote by mail, 
California voters also have the option to vote in person on or before election day. The early voting period 
began on Oct. 5 and will end on Nov. 2. The last day to cast your ballot, either by mail or in person, is 
Nov. 3. The following QR code will take you to a government-run website that includes links to register 
to vote, request a mail-in ballot, instructions on how to vote overseas, and more. If you are voting with 
an absentee ballot, you can either send it in the mail or drop it off at a designated drop box.
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IMPORTANT DATES:

October 19- Last day to register online or by mail*
October 27- Deadline to request an absentee ballot
November 3- Final day to vote in person or by mail 
(your ballot must be postmarked by Nov. 3)

*California allows same day registration, so you can both register and 
vote on Nov. 3

VOTE!: A woman voting by mail.

El día de las elecciones se acerca rápidamente y millones de personas ya han votado. A diferencia 
de años anteriores, la gran mayoría de los votantes de California votarán por correo. Si no quieres  
votar por correo, los votantes de California también tienen la opción de votar en persona o antes del  
día de las elecciones. El período de votación temprano comenzó el 5 de octubre y finalizará el 2 de 
noviembre. El último día en emitir tu boleta, cualquiera de los dos por correo o en persona, es Nov. 3. El 
siguiente código QR le llevará a un sitio web operado por el gobierno que incluye enlaces para registrarse  
para votar, solicitar una votación por correo, instrucciones sobre cómo votar en el extranjero y más.  
Si está votando con una votación ausente, puede enviarlo por correo o dejarlo en una caja de  
entrega designada.

FECHAS IMPORTANTES:

19 de octubre- Último día para registrarse en línea o por correo*
27 de octubre- Fecha de entrega para solicitar una votación ausente
3 de noviembre- El día final para votar en persona o por correo 
(su voto debe ser sello por el 3 de noviembre)

*California permite el registro de votantes del mismo día, por lo que 
puede registrarse y votar el 3 de noviembre
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