
and works behind the counter at Curls’ Closet, a 
small boutique in downtown Los Gatos. “I’m a little 
nervous,” said Weinstein, since when a new customer 
comes in she doesn’t know where they’ve been and 
who they might have had contact with. “[Custom-
ers] might have COVID. I don’t think it’s highly 
possible, but you never know.” Loller, on the other 
hand, noted, “I know that wearing a mask helps and 
people are constantly disinfecting things, so I’m fine 
with it.” They also mentioned that, though some 
workers are more cautious than others, most of the 
people working at their place of employment feel 
safe and are satisfied with the level of precautions. 

Protocol isn’t the only determiner of the safety 
of employees. Employees also count on customers 
to be conscious of the safety of others and aware of 
their surroundings. Loller suggests that customers 
consider doing as much as they can ahead of time, 
such as answering the COVID-19 screening questions 
at home before their appointments instead of upon 
entry. Not only would it be safer for employees to 
know the patients’ answers ahead of time, but it 
also limits the time spent in the office. The longer 
one’s exposure to an infected person is, the higher 
the likelihood of contracting the virus from them 
will be. Similarly, Peters emphasizes the importance 
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by Emily Duvall and Brynn Gibson
Culture Editor and Graphics Designer

The Los Gatos Town Council conducted its 
monthly meeting on Tues., Oct. 6, via Zoom with 
Los Gatos residents in attendance.  Over the course 
of the meeting, council members addressed several 
critical issues that have impacted the community 
in recent weeks. Topics of discussion included a 
possible Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) Annex, 
the potential addition of a new council member in 
charge of monitoring nearby wildfires, and the fate 
of the Los Gatos Pilot Parklet Program and Economic 
Recovery Initiatives.

As California’s harsh wildfire season sweeps 
through the Bay Area, the Los Gatos Town council 
has focused efforts on implementing new preventa-
tive safety measures to protect the community. Laura 
Prevetti, the town manager, proposed an implementa-
tion of a PSPS Annex into the Los Gatos Emergency 
Operations Plan. The PSPS Annex would allow for 
members of the community to obtain information 
about their home situation during wildfire season. 
This would allow for people in the community to 
know what to expect, and how to prepare for the 
worst circumstances. In addition, the town will work 
hand in hand with Pacific Gas & Electric to keep the 
town’s power grid intact and bolster existing safety 

by Angela Sheu
Media Production Editor

The orchestra, choir, and band programs at 
LGHS have adapted significantly in response to the 
obstacles posed by distance learning. Because the 
programs rely on group practice and collaborative 
work, they have utilized various tools and tech-
niques to keep rehearsals productive and engaging 
since the start of school.

LGHS choir and orchestra director Maricel 
Riley describes the music ensembles as “not just 
a class, but a community.” Because they rely on 
students meeting, practicing, and performing 
together, the inability to meet in person heavily 
impacts the music classes. To address this, the 
music programs are using Soundtrap, an application 
which Riley explains as “a software where groups 
of students can collaborate to record and put 

by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor

Businesses in Santa Clara have begun to reopen 
with coronavirus precautions during the last few 
months, and some high schoolers have started 
new jobs or returned to old ones. Working during a 
pandemic forces employees to adjust to new safety 
measures and the realities of having a job during a 
global pandemic.  

Los Gatos High School junior Nolan Peters is 
an employee at Mrs. A’s Famous Salsa Buena, where 
he works in the kitchen preparing ingredients. 
According to Peters, at Mrs. A’s, “They set up sepa-
rate work stations for all the employees that are 
six feet apart so we each have our own separate 
area.” The business also requires employees and  
customers to wear masks, and they limit the number 
of customers inside the store at a time. 

Emma Loller, a sophomore who works at 
the front desk of Inspira Advanced Dentistry, 
stated, “Every time somebody comes in the door, 
you have to take their temperature. There are 
also COVID screening questions that they either 
answer at the door or beforehand.” Since patients 
are entering a medical building, they under-
stand that there will be extra precautions. They 

explain, “For certain rooms, there’s a vacuum-like 
thing that sucks up aerosols so that they don’t  
go anywhere.” 

Changes in protocol aren’t the only difference 
employees have experienced during the virus; 
the worry of contracting COVID-19 is a significant 
factor in the workplace experience of employees. 
Sophomore Erica Weinstein manages social media 

Music classes move online

SOUND OF MUSIC: Andrew Ellett practices violin virtually.

LG Town Council convenes

of “limiting the amount of time spent in the store 
and making a plan ahead of time for where you 
need to go and what you need to get.” Weinstein 
also has wisdom to share with customers: “Don’t 
go out if you feel that you have symptoms so you 
don’t expose people that are just doing their job,” 
she says, “and tip.”PICTURE PERFECT: Curls’ Closet opens its doors to customers.

As businesses reopen, LGHS students go back to work

With the aim of combating rising pollution levels 
and waste, Governor Gavin Newsom signed Assembly 
Bill (AB) No. 793 into law on Sep. 24, enacting a 
tiered regulation implementation system that will 
eventually require plastic beverage containers to 
include at least 50 percent recycled materials by 
2030. Authored by Assemblyman Phil Ting of San 
Francisco and Assemblywoman Jacqui Irwin of 

Thousand Oaks, AB 793 should reduce the creation of 
virgin plastics and normalize more environmentally 
sustainable practices.

LGHS AP Environmental Studies teacher Amelia 
De La Paz explained the importance of decreasing 
the creation of new plastics: “The deal with virgin 
plastics is that they’re made from petroleum, so 
they’re made from fossil fuels. If we’re thinking 
about reducing the amount of drilling that we need 
to do to obtain oil, that’s an improvement not to 
have to obtain the oil for these virgin plastics... It 
seems like [Governor Newsom] is really pushing a 
fossil fuel reduction agenda right now.”

The bill’s passing follows a tumultuous his-
tory of efforts by activists to incorporate similar 
recycling-focused measures into state law. In Octo-
ber 2019, Newsom vetoed a previous version of 
the bill, citing issues with a “costly, burdensome” 
segment that would allow corporations to defend 
themselves in court should they fail to meet the 
requirements. Newsom complained that this amend-
ment “put the burden on the state to prove to 
manufacturers that their products can meet 
recycling goals, rather than making clear that  
manufacturers have the responsibility to create 
products that can meet these goals.” Addressing 

this concern, Ting and Irwin wrote the most recent 
version in February, which Newsom ultimately 
approved last month.

The bill builds to the 50 percent requirement 
of recycled plastic over the course of the decade. 
Beginning in 2022, plastic beverage containers 
must be at least 15 percent postconsumer recy-
cled plastic. That number increases to 25 per-
cent by 2025, before the final 2030 mandate 
of 50 percent. While AB 793 applies to items  
such as soda bottles, it provides exceptions for 
“medical devices, medical products that are required 
to be sterile, prescription medicine, and packag-
ing used for those products from the labeling 
requirement described above.” Violation of this 
act will result in financial consequences for cor-
porations. Though the exact fine amounts are as 
of now undetermined, the legislation specifies 
that any money collected as a result of these 
fines will be used “for purposes of market devel-
opment and increasing the recycling of plastic  
beverage containers.”

Although this legislation has the potential to 
reduce fossil fuel usage and save energy, De La Paz 
emphasized that individuals and corporations alike 
should prioritize other actions first. She elaborated, 

Gov. Newsom outlines new regulations for plastic bottles
by Alaina Fox
Editor-in-Chief

CALIFORNIA KING: Newsom speaks at a 2019 event in SF.
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“The phrase with the triangle is ‘reduce, reuse, 
recycle.’ Recycle is supposed to be the last one, and 
that’s by design because if we can reduce our trash 
and we can reuse items, then we don’t have to recycle 
as much. We don’t have to do that energy input to 
recycle, so I think this is a step in the right direc-
tion, but really what we want to encourage people 
to do is [reduce and reuse].”
(Sources: Mercury News, ABC7, KQED, California 
Legislative Information)

TOXIC WASTE: Plastic water bottles litter a California beach.

together audio recordings” that are particularly 
important because it “allows us to hear what 
the ensemble sounds like even when we can’t 
perform together.”

Like other classes, the choir and orchestra 
ensembles meet each class period on Zoom. 
Distance learning doesn’t mean students aren’t 
practicing though. LGHS sophomore and orches-
tra student Robert Gilmour says students 
receive a practice assignment each class: “usu-
ally a scale to record or something on Sight 
Reading Factory.” Sight Reading Factory helps 
students practice and assess sight-reading, 
which is when musicians perform music that 
they have not seen or learned. According to 
Gilmour, the software “displays a random bit 
of music for our instrument, and we have to 
sight-read it and record it.”

Similarly, the band continues to practice 
together online. LGHS sophomore and band 
student Eli Bernstein says, “Each class, we do 
warm-up activities, play the major scales, and 
do some articulation practice.” Bernstein is also 
a trombonist in the LGHS Jazz Band, which 
has been completing “combo group” projects 
in small groups, where students “play a short 
piece and put the parts together in about a week 
with minimal editing.”

At this time of year, the ensembles would 
typically be preparing for their fall concert. 
Although they won’t be performing together in 
an auditorium like usual, the music ensembles 
are working on large projects in place of con-
certs. Bernstein says, “We record our parts 
individually to a click track, and an editor edits 
everything together.” Still, Bernstein finds the 
performances, in comparison to typical con-
certs, “not as fun because band is about making 
music together, and the connection with other 
members of the band isn’t the same.”

YEA OR NAY: LG Town Council discusses wildfire concerns.
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VOGUE-WORTHY: Weinstein poses in front of Curls’ Closet.

measures for this time of year. The council voted 
unanimously to approve a PSPS Annex in order to 
ensure the welfare and protection of Los Gatos.

Also in response to recent local wildfires, Pre-
vetti proposed the appointment of a new position 
on the Town Council that would solely focus on 
monitoring the science and behavior of wildfires 
in order to better prevent disasters and panic. In 
order to benefit the town, the council approved 
this proposition.

Council members also spent time discussing the 
direction for the Los Gatos Pilot Parklet Program 
and Economic Recovery Initiatives moving forward. 
Last spring, the council voted to install sidewalk 
extensions that would increase outdoor seating in 
order to restore the local economy. These parklets 
line Main Street and North Santa Cruz Avenue in 
downtown Los Gatos. During the meeting, the 
council spoke about the future of the sidewalk 
extensions. After a lengthy debate, the staff of the 
Pilot Parklet Program asked the board to extend 
the program through at least March of 2021 and 
consider funding the replacement of the temporary 
krail barriers with more attractive planter boxes. 
Additionally, the staff requested improvements for 
the parklets to ensure businesses’ survival through 
the winter months; for example, this would involve 
the installation of weather coverings, space heat-
ers, platforms, ramps, and drainage systems. 

CIVICS 101: The sun shines on the Los Gatos Civic Center.
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