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People Editor

As COVID-19 cases rise to nearly 21K in Santa 
Clara County, stores all over the county are 
experiencing multiple changes to their business 
models. In Los Gatos, different types of shops and 
restaurants, ranging from pizza parlors to pastry 
shops, are being affected by the pandemic. Noth-
ing Bundt Cakes owner Jeff Joseph shared some 
insight on how his store in Los Gatos is dealing 
with COVID-19. 

Joseph, who has owned the shop for the past 
seven years, explained to El Gato that Nothing 
Bundt Cakes has managed to remain open despite 
the virus outbreak. Even though restrictions were 
minimal, there were still some issues that needed 
to be sorted out during the first few months of the 
shelter-in-place. Joseph disclosed that, “No one 
was certain what was happening, and they were 
not sure if they should come in the store or have 
[the pastries] delivered to their cars for curbside 
pickup.” He said that the main difference between 
customer behavior in March compared to October 
was the “fear and apprehension” that the buyers 
displayed at the beginning of the pandemic.

As a food establishment, Nothing Bundt Cakes 
had already been following the sanitary expecta-
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Local police enact a Special Needs Awareness Program
by Cara Davidson and Alaina Fox
Public Relations Manager and Editor-in-Chief

The Los Gatos Monte Sereno Police Department (LGMSPD) has 
implemented a service called SNAP, short for Special Needs Awareness 
Program. SNAP gives first responders — including police officers, 
paramedics, firefighters, and EMTs — access to submitted information 
about program participants that may help them better serve the com-
munity by increasing their knowledge of residents’ needs.

In January of 2017, an organization called LifeLine began imple-
menting SNAP in Chattanooga, TN. Their website outlines a number 
of specific objectives with the overarching goal of teaching officers 
“to respond with the greatest level of support and dignity when they 
encounter an opportunity to serve someone living with a disability.” 
Started by Skyler Phillips, a paramedic with a child who has autism, the 
program has expanded throughout the country over the past few years. 

The SNAP program is 100 percent confidential, making it a safe and 
reliable method of facilitating positive communications with disabled 
residents. All information stays private, and only LGMSPD Dispatch 
Center Officers will be able to access information about people involved 
in the calls they are responding to. Family members or caregivers can 
fill out a SNAP application form on behalf of a program participant; 
officers will be able to view, among other things, a photo of the 
participant and their relevant medical information, physical descrip-
tions, advised accommodations, and emergency contact information. 
Participants also have the option to wear identifying bracelets to 
help officers more quickly and easily recognize their needs. Both the 
application process and the bracelet are free to participants in order 
to ensure accessibility. 

When using SNAP, officers receive alerts notifying them of any 
special needs or instructions to be aware of while interacting with 
participants. Vehicle plates and/or photos of the participant are sent 
to the officers to notify them of important considerations when aiding 
those with special needs.

SNAP improves the interactions between first responders those with 
special needs, thereby bettering the community members’ ability to 
communicate with others. The program aims to foster more understand-
ing, unhostile connections. It is not obligatory to participate in SNAP.
(Sources: Los Gatos Monte Sereno Police Department, LifeLine)

ASR will return to campus
by Jordan Chan
News Editor

Los Gatos High School’s Advanced Science 
Research (ASR) class is returning to campus while 
following social distancing guidelines. On Sep. 28, 
the first batch of students entered the classroom 
to learn a little more about how the class will 
function moving forward. The ASR teacher, Cathy  
Messenger,  hopes to start doing actual work in the 
lab during the week of Oct.12, after some necessary 
lab materials arrive at the school.

Messenger describes the ASR class as a “hands-
on stem elective where the students work on indi-
vidual projects.” It is unlike other classes offered at 
LGHS because it is essential that ASR students can 
access lab facilities. Messenger also stressed that 
the class fosters a unique “class culture.” Students 
start each class by discussing their projects and 
making suggestions to their peers. The coronavirus 
pandemic caused Messenger to debate whether or 
not she should cancel the class this year since 
ASR is not well suited for an online model. She 
explained, “what makes that class work is interac-
tion between all the students and my ability to 
informally check in and keep people on track.” 
After getting approval from the school board and 

the superintendent, she felt “grateful to be able 
to do this with the students because it really was 
the difference between me feeling like I could offer 
the course or not.”

Messenger stated that getting this approval 
“wasn’t simple at all.” In late July, she put together 
a plan for her students to go back to school in 
groups while still meeting county guidelines. She 
stated, “when I first asked, I didn’t get a lot of 
feedback, but that was okay because we weren’t 
ready to move forward. Once we were ready to 
move forward, I started getting some feedback; 
I started getting pulled in to present my plan to 
different groups, and once I was able to do that, 
an agreement was signed between our teachers’ 
representation and the district that says I could 
do this.”

Moving forward, Messenger will implement 
strict safety measures and enforce all social dis-
tancing guidelines with her students. Students will 
go to school in small groups, and they must stay six 
feet apart, wear masks indoors, wash their hands, 
wear gloves, and clean their workspaces constantly. 
While students are in the building, the classroom 
doors and windows will be open, and the fan system 
will be on. Students will also track the time they 
spend in the classroom using a new log-in system. 
Some of these rules are not new to ASR students. 
Messenger says that although she will be hyper-
vigilant and has to adapt her classroom rules, “the 
only truly new thing is the six feet and the masks.”

During the period that ASR students were not 
able to be at school, they have spent more time 
developing their ideas and completing a detailed 
literature review, allowing them to come up with 
unique projects and contextualize their work. 
They also learned crucial notebook skills, although 
Messenger says they were unable to “do it to the 
same degree with as much intervention.” Overall, 
she says that her students are “basically right now 
on track for what we would be doing in a typical 
year within a week or two.” 

Local stores make changes 

Napa County’s Glass Fire claims land and buildings
under active investigation, officials believe airborne embers from 
the neighboring Shady Fire ignited the blaze. The Glass Fire has 
destroyed parts of Napa Valley’s wine production and threatens 
many more vineyards. Napa Valley is a large contributor to the 
California and national wine industry, accounting for almost 90 
percent of the U.S. wine production.

Many residents of Napa were taken by surprise as the flames 
descended on the county. Immediately, residents’ focus turned to 
saving as many local homes and wineries as they could manage. 
Vintners Steve and Matt Sherwin, father and son, aided fire crews in 
putting out small fires and fighting flames encroaching on nearby 
residences. Though ultimately their winery was not unscathed, 
the bravery of the Sherwins is a testament to the sense of com-
munity and remarkable resilience in Napa. A nearby winemaker, 
Wesley Steffens, spoke on the actions of the Sherwins and told 
the Napa publication Wine Inspector, “Efforts like [the Sherwins’], 
and a handful of others’ show the incredible community we have.”

For many, the Glass Fire brings back dark memories from 
the aggressive 2017 Kincade fire, which caused the evacuation 
of almost 60,000 Santa Rosa residents. Santa Rosa Mayor Tom 
Schwedhelm said, “This isn’t our first rodeo experiencing this.”

The National Weather Service announced a red flag warning, 
encouraging evacuation. The winds threatened to move the Glass 
Fire throughout the valley into other highly-populated areas of 
residences and agriculture.

by Emerson Morley
National/World Editor

One of the newest wildfires to ravage Northern California is Napa 
County’s Glass Fire, which began Sep. 27 and has claimed over 48,440 
acres of land and destroyed over 50 buildings and homes.

Fifty percent of the fire has been contained, spread by recent wind, 
prompting fire officials to declare emergency evacuation orders in Napa 
and Sonoma County. Though the exact cause of the fire is currently 

Napa and surrounding counties are no stranger to the danger 
of wildfires in their communities, but they show no signs of letting 
the wildfires get the best of their spirits or their love for the area. 
Hourglass Winery owner Jeff Smith stated to reporters, “I don’t 
think winemaking has ever been for the faint of heart, you know?”
(Sources: Wine Spectator, Napa Valley Register)
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STAND STRONG: The LGMSPD building is operational despite the shelter-in-place.

STAY SAFE, STAY OUT: COVID-19 restricts public access to the LGMSPD building.
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WHERE WINE GROWS: This sign in the vineyards welcomes visitors to Napa.WINES AND VINES: Wildfires threaten thousands of vineyards in Napa County.
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tions in the Santa Clara County’s new coronavirus 
guidelines, such as requiring staff members to 
wash their hands with soap and water for twenty 
seconds before entering the kitchen and regularly 
disinfecting “high-touch” countertops and areas. 
In addition to these, Joseph and his employees 
implemented “all of the COVID-19 town rules.” One 
rule states that only three customers are allowed 
in the lobby together at any given time. Joseph 
says that the store now “[offers] sanitizer for our 
customers” and that they “have to put up a lot of 
signs” to inform others of the new rules that are 
now in place. 

While COVID-19 has affected Nothing Bundt 
Cakes’ typical routine, the shop has remained 
financially stable. Luckily, the store has main-
tained a steady flow of customers over the past 
few months. Joseph recalled that Nothing Bundt 
Cakes lost a handful of employees at the beginning 
of the outbreak, but is “now fine” and that “[the 
coronavirus] is not going away anytime soon, so 
everyone has realized that life must go on, and 
[the employees] need jobs.” Joseph shared that 
the virus has affected him personally saying that, 
“It has just made everything a bit more difficult, 
everything has required more time and thought as 
to every move that I make.” 

During the shelter-in-place order, Nothing 
Bundt Cakes has recently become the center of 
attention for Los Gatos teenagers. At the beginning 
of the coronavirus outbreak, Joseph recalled that 
the number of applications decreased but “now 
[they have] increased a lot, as so many students 
that were going off to school are now home and 
doing classes virtually. They now have a lot more 
time on their hands to fill.” Nothing Bundt Cakes, 
similar to the rest of the shops in Los Gatos, is 
continuing to adjust to the new changes that are 
now implemented. Swing by their shop on Santa 
Cruz Avenue if you want to buy a delicious cake 
for you and your quarantine-crew, or get a bundlet 
for yourself.

RESEARCHERS RESURGE: ASR students go back to school.
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CAKE IT EASY: Nothing Bundt Cakes sells delicious treats.
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