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by Delaney Brown
Opinion Editor

This year’s U.S. Open tennis tournament was 
unconventional, to say the least, as the event 
needed to uphold public health protocols during 
the current pandemic. The United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) employed the help of “40 social 
distance ambassadors” to monitor the grounds as a 
means of avoiding any risk of COVID-19. As a result, 
the participants, as well as any other authorized 
personnel, had to use face coverings and avoid close 
contact with one another. Many renowned players 
chose not to attend the tournament to “preserve 
their personal health.” Skeptics doubted the suc-
cess of the tournament, arguing that the absence 
of top players would lower the overall quality of 
the competition. Luckily, the USTA proved these 
skeptics wrong as they pulled the event off beau-
tifully and safely.

This year’s female singles winner was Japanese 
tennis star Naomi Osaka, who defeated Victoria 
Azarenka in the final match of the women’s bracket. 
This was Osaka’s third major title after winning 
the U.S. Open in 2018 and the Australian Open in 
2019. For the duration of the 2020 tournament, 
Osaka honored the Black Lives Matter movement 
with various face masks sporting the names of 
Tamir Rice, Breonna Taylor, Elijah McClain, George 
Floyd, and Philando Castile. In an interview with 

by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

The 2020 NFL season kicked off on Sep. 10 with the reigning  
Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs taking on the Houston Texans 
at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City. Though there will be no fans in 
the stands for this game, or for any games for the foreseeable future, 
there is still much excitement surrounding the next few months  
of football.

Currently, the favorites for the Super Bowl title according to  
Lineups are the Baltimore Ravens in the American Football Confer-
ence (AFC) and the San Francisco 49ers for the National Football 
Conference (NFC). 

What puts the Ravens so high on the contender list is their 
youthful lineup. Six out of the eleven starting players on the Balti-
more offense are 25 or younger, and six players on the defense are 
27 years or younger. 

However, the Ravens do not only rely on their youthfulness. 
Quarterback Lamar Jackson, a player who broke out in his second 
season as a Raven, has proven that he is capable of leading his offense 
through any regular season obstacles. This season, he and the rest 
of the offense will be looking to extend their regular season success 
into the playoffs. 

On the defensive side of the ball, the Ravens will seek to use vet-
eran defensive tackle Calais Campbell to keep the younger players on 
the right track, while also racking up sacks. Rookie linebacker Patrick 
Queen should be a good source of speed for the Ravens’ defense as he 
ran an impressive 4.50 second 40 time, which put him in fourth out 
of all linebackers at this year’s combine.

A big reason why the San Francisco 49ers are predicted to go far 
this year is because of veteran tight-end George Kittle, who accounted 
for over a quarter of quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo’s pass yards last 
season. Kittle, who will be entering his fourth season as a 49er, will 
be a huge asset to San Francisco this year, mainly because he is such 
a consistent player. Other than Kittle, the 49er offense will be look-
ing to utilize their newly drafted wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk, who 
displayed his endurance and resourcefulness throughout his two-year 
stint at Arizona State.

by Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

The world’s most anticipated road bicycle race, 
The Tour De France, began on Aug. 29 in Nice.  
The race was meant to start on Jun. 27 and end  
on Jul. 19, but it was ultimately delayed due to  
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Tour De France is a  
road bicycle race that takes place every year and 
spans over the course of 23 days, with 21 days 
of riding.

U.S. Open enthralls audience

Team SoloMid places first in North American LCS victory

Torrey analyzes history-making 2020 football season 

TDF introduces a rising star

The 49ers’ defense has become a surprising powerhouse under 
defensive coordinator Robert Saleh. While veterans such as cornerback 
Richard Sherman and linebacker Dee Ford should be very strong because 
of their experience , other younger players, such as defensive tackle 
Javon Kinlaw, are the real reason why analysts are pinning the 49ers 
defense as such a top squad. Kinlaw, before a single game has even 
begun, has many players and coaches already nominating him as a 
strong contender for Defensive Rookie of the Year.

Stepping away from the presumptive favorites, one team may 
become a dark horse this season: the Seattle Seahawks. Overlooked 
by many analysts, the Seahawks had perhaps the best offseason trans-
action period. Seattle signed linebacker Carlos Hyde, who had a 4.4 
yards per carry last season, traded for Jamal Adams, who is ranked as 
the #1 safety coming into this year’s season according to ESPN, and 
signed offensive tackle Cedric Ogbuehi, a 2015 first-round draft pick. 
Only one of these players, Jamal Adams, has NFL analysts talking, 
while the other two players have slid under the radar. 

However, these three players are not the only top players who 
will be stepping onto the field as Seahawks. Russell Wilson will lead 
a stacked offense, with names such as Tyler Lockett and D.K. Metcalf 
at wide receiver, and Chris Carson at running back. In addition, new 
draftees such as linebacker Jordyn Brooks and defensive end Alton 
Robinson should allow the Seahawks defense to have success as they 
did just two seasons back. 

All in all, whether or not there will be fans in the stadium or just 
on couches across the country, there is no doubt that the 2020 NFL 
season will be one to remember. 
(Sources: ESPN, Sports Illustrated, Bleacher Report, CBS Sports)

MAKE A RACQUET: COVID-19 prevented the typical crowd.

BE A GOOD SPORT: The Kansas City Chiefs celebrate an exciting victory.

CYCLE-PATHS: Team Movistar leads the pack of bicyclists.

ESPN, Osaka stated that she did this to “positively 
harness [her] platform to spread knowledge of 
police brutality and racism not just in the U.S., but 
across the world.” Osaka made it a point to utilize 
the world stage to “make people start caring about 
the injustices going on in this country.”

Austrian tennis player Dominic Thiem, won 
the men’s bracket this year, acquiring his first 
ever grand slam title. His final match with fellow 
professional player Alexander Zverev lasted nearly 
four hours, finally closing the match with “three 
exceptional points.” Thiem and Zverev are the 
youngest pair to ever compete in the final match 
of the men’s bracket. 

The men’s doubles title went to Bruno Soares of 
Brazil and Mate Pavic of Croatia, beating out their 
opponents Wesley Koolhoff of the Netherlands and 
his partner Nikola Metvic also of Croatia. This is the 
first grand slam title that Soares and Pavic have 
won together since solidifying their partnership 
back in 2019. The women’s doubles title went to 
Vera Zvonareva of Russia and Laura Siegemund of 
Germany against Yi-Fan Xu and Nicole Melichar. 
This was their first title as a pair. 
(Sources: ESPN, US Open)
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by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

On Sep. 5, Team SoloMid (TSM) won the Season 
10 North American League of Legends Champion-
ship Series (LCS) Summer Split, clinching a spot in  
the group stage for Worlds after an early defeat put 
them into the loser’s bracket. The seven-time LCS 
champions are headed to Worlds as North Ameri-
ca’s (NA) first seed, alongside FlyQuest and Team  
Liquid (TL), after a two-year dry spell of champi-
onship winnings.

LCS playoffs are double-elimination best of fives, 
and TSM lost their first series 0-3 against Golden 
Guardians. Afterward, they played five more teams, 
with three of their series making it to game five, 
leading to a total of 25 games in just the playoffs. 
In comparison, the regular summer season lasts just 
18 games. In this process, TSM knocked the previous 
LCS champions, Cloud9, out of contention for Worlds 
after they went 17-1 in their last regular season. 

The LCS, notorious for being the worst major 
region on the international scene, consistently 
outplayed by teams from the LEC (Europe), LPL 
(China), and LCK (Korea), has yet to win a Worlds 
Championship in the last nine years of the game’s 
competitive scene. The region’s highest Worlds’ 
placement happened in Season 1, when TSM placed 
third in 2011. Since then, the team has failed to 
make it out of groups except once in 2014.

In attempts to reform the team from past years, 
TSM went through numerous roster changes, proving 
unsuccessful until their most recent season. In a 
post-finals interview, MVP and longest-standing 
member of TSM Søren ‘Bjergsen’ Bjerg commented, 
“We went from being by far the best team on top 
but trying to make changes to have more Worlds 
success, but that really just meant we lost our suc-
cess even within NA so since then it’s been, forget 
about Worlds, how do we become the best team in 
NA again? Finally, we’re here.” As one of their most 

recent changes, AD Carry Yiliang ‘Doublelift’ Peng 
returned to TSM mid-season after three-and-a-half 
years on TL. In a vlog regarding his recruitment, 
Doublelift says “I want to have a redemption story,” 
as his last season with TL ended in ninth place out 
of ten, causing Doublelift to reevaluate his  
organisation choice. 

Additionally, in the League of Legends commu-
nity, TSM gained rapid popularity due to the chant 
nicknamed “TSM Chant,” in which many NA fans 
would chant “TSM” in every match, regardless of 
whether or not they were playing that day. In the 
2016 introduction to Worlds, the chant swarmed the 
audience, despite the team not making it to Worlds 
that year, and in the 2019 Worlds matches, the TSM 
chant still echoed in the arena as two unrelated 
teams played their matches. 

The future for TSM lies in the 2020 World Cham-
pionships held this year in Shanghai, China, where 
16 teams split into four groups will compete for a 

chance at the Finals beginning on Oct 3. The matches 
will take place on game version 10.19, with newest 
characters Samira and Yone disabled from play. 
(Sources: The Loadout, Bjergsen’s YouTube Channel)

LOCKED IN: TSM competes in LCS game prior to COVID-19.

SMASH HIT: Osaka’s powerful strokes helped her triumph.

The race includes 22 different professional 
teams, all competing to be the overall best team. 
Each team has eight riders, amounting for a total 
of 176 riders each competing for the yellow jersey. 
There are three other jerseys that riders can 
compete for: the polka dot jersey, which signifies 
king of the mountain; the white jersey, for the 
best young rider of the tour; and the green jersey, 
which is awarded to the best sprinter. Each jersey 

category is scored differently, but all of them can 
change any day and after every stage an award 
ceremony takes place and the jerseys are given to 
the respective riders. 

All results are as of Sep. 15 through Stage 16 
the current rider wearing the yellow jersey is Primoz 
Roglic of Slovenia, followed closely by fellow coun-
tryman Tadej Pogacar, who also holds the young 
rider jersey. Sam Bennet is currently holding a 45 
point lead for the green sprinter jersey. The polka 
dot jersey is currently held by Benoit Cosnefroy, 
but Cosnefroy is currently tied at 36 points with 
Pierre Rolland. All results are as of Sep. 15 through 
Stage 16.

The 2019 yellow jersey winner, Egan Bernal, 
is 19 minutes and four seconds behind Roglic and 
stated, “I’m screwed up on all sides,” as cycling 
news reported after Stage 16. Bernal suffered 
a back injury in a prior race and said, “Today I 
was suffering all day, with back pain and it was 
increasing” after losing time to the leader.

While last year’s winning team, Movistar, is 
currently defending their win in first place with 
a 36 minutes lead over the next closest, Ineos 
Grenadiers, the race isn’t over as one crash could 
be detrimental to a team’s overall placement. 

The next five stages in the race include two 
mountain stages, where the king of the mountain 
race will start and come to an end; one individual 
time trial on Sep. 19; and two flat sections, one 
after the mountains, and the last stage of the tour 
which ends in Paris along the Champs-Élysées.

Although the 2020 Tour De France was delayed, 
it was undoubtedly worth the wait. The race is as 
close as ever between a veteran and a young gun 
competing in his first tour. The next five days will 
determine the winners of all the jerseys and who 
takes home the team win.
(Sources: NBC Sports, Sporting News, Cycle News, 
Tour De France)
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