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While new to LGHS this year, freshman Maxton 
Ito is the epitome of all things great. Ito is famil-
iarly known throughout his grade as a friend to 
all, a team player, and an academic overachiever.

When it comes to athletics, Ito does not fall 
short. In his free time, he loves to play lacrosse 
and run cross country, while constantly pushing 
himself – and his team – to be stronger. Ito has 
been running cross country since sixth grade. He 
explained that “cross country laid the base of [his] 
athletic foundation.” More recently, Ito mentioned 
that he joined lacrosse within the past year. When 
asked about the team aspect in lacrosse vs. ‘flying 
solo’ in cross country, Ito remarked that “[the team 
aspect is] definitely really important… you have 
that brotherhood within your group that makes 
working together easier and more fun.” While 
spending time with his LAX team before COVID-19, 
Ito has recently begun socially distanced training 
(due to health guidelines) to run a 5k alongside 
cross country teammates and the rest of the cross 
country team. 

Not only is Ito quick on his feet, but he also 
excels in academics. Being a freshman does not stop 
Ito from pushing all of the scholastic boundaries 
and creating new expectations for others in his 
class. A few classes this go-getter pursues are Alge-
bra II Accelerated, Biology Honors, Woodworking, 
and Japanese. Ito constantly proves himself as an 
high achiever with an undoubtedly bright future 
ahead, due to all of his notable accomplishments. 

Connecting his academics to his family life, Ito 
pursues Japanese to be able to communicate with 
relatives. He remarked, “I wanted to be able to 
speak to my family fluently. I wanted to embrace 
that side of my culture.” Ito explained that he 
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already knows how to understand Japanese, but 
he wanted to learn how to converse with people 
in his family as well.

Electrified for the high school experience, Ito 
described his exhilaration at waving goodbye to 
middle school. “I’m excited to meet other kids, 
upperclassmen, [and] people I’m not so comfortable 
with and haven’t been around the last three years.” 
When asked about online learning and how he feels 
about it, Ito looks on the bright side, saying, “I 
like that I’m missing out on all of the awkward 
‘freshman-get-picked-on’ experiences… hopefully 
I get to skip that phase.” We will keep our fingers 
crossed that the freshman will get his wish. Ito 
adds, “I like the flexibility [of online learning]; I 
have a lot more free time in my day, and I can just 
focus on myself.” Attention to mental health has 
become more prevalent under distance learning, so 
Ito’s focus on his well-being alongside his academic 
and extracurricular pursuits bodes well for his 
current and future success.

by Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

Whether you see junior Ethan Jeffery zooming 
past you on the downhill, or overtaking you on a 
steep uphill climb, you’ll always catch him with a 
smile on his face as long as he’s on a bike, riding 
with friends or in a competition. Jeffery is a star 
mountain biker in three different categories: 
enduro racing, cross country, and downhill moun-
tain biking, which scored him a brand ambassador-
ship from Specialized. 

Jeffery has been riding a bike since he was 
seven years old and has loved the biking commu-
nity ever since. Jeffery is always on the mountain 
as he hits the trails, “pretty much every day... As 
soon as [he] finishes [his] classes [he] just goes 
and rides” with some friends, including Brody 
Wolfe and Jake Leonhart, and others depending 
on what kind of riding he does. Jeffrey added that 
his favorite type of riding is “enduro because you 
got the workout of going uphill, while the fun of 
going downhill,” but he loves all kinds of riding. 

Due to Jeffery’s ambassadorship with Special-
ized, he is currently riding with two Specialized 
bikes – his cross country bike, a Specialized 2019 
Epic, and his enduro/downhill bike, a 2020 Spe-
cialized Enduro. Jeffery earned his ambassadorship 
with Specialized through an interview process 
in which he showcased his impressive resumé of 
riding skills.

Jeffery is currently participating in the Califor-
nia enduro Series, an enduro racing competition. 
He has been racing in the series since 2017 and has 
claimed 8 victories over several different venues. 
However, the races require him to travel as venues 
are throughout Northern, and his favorite venue – 
“Ashline Mountain” – is in Oregon. 

Jeffery’s riding splits into three types, one of 
which is his cross country biking, which is “uphill.” 
Jeffery takes part in this so “[he] can keep up his 
fitness levels for enduro racing.” The other two are 
very similar; however, enduro requires uphill riding 
along with downhill, whereas downhill is simply 
racing down the hill. 

The road to Jeffery’s success hasn’t been easy, 
as he has endured many hard crashes that left 
him with broken bones and scars, along with the 
financial burden of competitive mountain biking. 
Nevertheless, when Jeffery secured an ambassa-
dorship, the will and want to ride again came back 
stronger than ever. 

Jeffery plans to pursue mountain biking for “as 
long as humanly possible” and is continuing to try 
to get more people into the biking community, as he 
says it’s “one of the most underrated communities 
out there. The people are just so nice and the sport 
is just amazing.” So, whether you spot Jeffery on 
top of podiums or promoting Specialized, you will 
never see him without an enthusiastic energy to 
ride or even just talk about biking.

by Sasha Ryu
Editor-in-Chief

Whether it’s dedicating his weekends to volunteer work or 
spending hours pumping iron in the weight room, senior Spencer 
“Big Spence” Bryan pushes himself to go above and beyond in every 
aspect of his life. 

During his freshman year, Bryan started making handwritten 
lists of personal goals to tape above his bed, and he has kept up the 
habit ever since. According to his current list, he’s striving towards 
“applying [himself] in school,” “spending time with [his] family,” 
and “being nice to people.” However, anyone who knows Bryan can 
testify that he has long since achieved these goals. 

A gifted student, a community servant, and a talented athlete, 
Bryan and his ambitious commitments can only leave one to wonder 
where he finds the time to relax. For the past three years, Bryan 
has been a member of the LGHS wrestling team, as well as the LGHS 
football team. During this time, he won several tournaments and 
assisted on an even greater number of historical plays. On paper, 
he clearly had the makings of a desirable college recruit for either 
sport. However, while he remains fond of the experiences he has 
had on and off the field with the football team, this year, he made 
the life-changing decision to dedicate his efforts solely to wrestling. 

“One thing I love about wrestling is that people of any weight can 
compete. It’s a super diverse sport, in that way,” Bryan explained. 
“My time on the team taught me to lead by example and work hard 

every day. At the same time, I still have a chance to joke around a 
lot, keep things light, and [cheer on] my teammates. That 
balance is what makes it so fun.”

As if being a year-round athlete wasn’t 
enough, Bryan also takes some of the most 
rigorous classes the school has to offer. 
When asked, Bryan stated that many of 
his favorite subjects are STEM-related. 
He cites Kate Magary’s AP Physics 1 
class as the most captivating course 
he took junior year. Bryan intends to 
explore his passion for science beyond 
his time in high school. After he 
graduates, Bryan hopes to attend a 
four-year university and potentially 
pursue a career related to medicine. 

According to Bryan, both of his 
parents played a significant role in 
shaping his love for education. 

“My dad works really hard. He’s 
always been big on doing things the ‘right 
way.’ He came from a poor area in NorCal, 
but [he studied hard], got into Berkeley, and 
worked hard there too. Whenever he chooses to 
do something, he goes all in,” Bryan commented.

“My mom is a caring person. She’s really intelligent, and she 
always reminds us to be good people,” he added. 

Bryan’s mother’s influence is particularly notice-
able when it comes to his extensive work in char-

ity. A newly-minted Eagle Scout, Bryan spends 
his free time building makeshift homes for 

displaced bats and owls, in addition to 
raising money for local non-profits. 

“The way I see it, there’s always 
enough time in the day to help some-
one out. Even if that means sacrific-
ing something else, I just think it’s 
always the right thing to do,” Bryan 
explained. “Even if it seems small, and 
even if the person didn’t ask, we can 
always do things to make someone 
else’s day better. I think it goes a  

long way.” 
With his kind spirit and undying 

work ethic, Bryan has already made a pro-
found and lasting impact on the commu-

nity. Although much of his future remains 
unwritten, one thing is for sure — this David 

Dobrik lookalike is set to make the world a 
better place.

Bryan balances wrestling and volunteering

Jeffery triumphs on the bikeIto leaves competition in dust
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Segev helps lead the sophomores and spends time cooking
by Emily Duvall
Culture Editor

Sophomore class Vice President Maya Segev continues to support 
the community while juggling her new job, a rigorous school sched-
ule, and extracurricular activities. She likes to engage in a variety of 
activities that keep her busy throughout the year such as participating 
in Gen Up, reading, and cooking or baking. 

As the school year has just begun, Segev has been enjoying her 
classes thus far, especially AP Euro, Honors English, and Yoga. Reflect-

ing on her schedule, she explains, “I’m definitely an English-oriented 
person, and I love history and English because I constantly find 
myself enjoying them. Also, once I found out there was yoga, I knew 
it sounded amazing and I didn’t even want to take it just for the P.E. 
credits; I wanted to take it because I knew I’d enjoy it!” 

Segev has always had a passion for helping others and making 
a positive impact on the world around her. During quarantine,  
Segev joined Gen Up, a group organized by teens in the Bay Area 
that fights for equity and equality within classroom curriculums in 
California, with the main focus on LGHS and SHS. She mentions how 
the mission of Gen Up is especially important in our world, because 
of the inequality regarding race and gender that exist in the United 
States. “Whether this looks like the English curriculum adding in or 
creating something new, we just especially want to make a change 
after all that students have done to try to make any sort of change 
this past summer.”

Segev is also in touch with her Israeli and Jewish culture. Segev 
was born in America, but her parents were both born in Israel and 
immigrated to the U.S. about 20 years ago. As a dual citizen of the 
U.S. and Israel, Segev is fluent in Hebrew, which is her first language. 
She explains, “I do speak Hebrew pretty frequently at home, but in 
day-to-day life I would say I speak more English because that’s what 
everyone else speaks.” 

Her Israeli culture also ties in with her passion for cooking and 
baking. Even though she adores cooking and baking just about 
anything, she has a special place in her heart for making traditional 
Jewish foods with and for her family. Her culture and religion have 

brought her closer to her family throughout her life. “I just know that 
family is very important to me. I always want to be able to be there 
for them, to help and support them if they ever need it.” 

Segev has stepped into many leadership roles in the past through-
out her different organizations. Currently, in her Jewish Youth Group, 
BBYO, she is the head of Jewish tradition and religion. With this 
position, she teaches everyone about their Jewish history and what 
the past looked like in relations to their culture. In previous years, 
she led the community service relations again within her BBYO group. 

In school, Segev is highly involved in Leadership. During the pan-
demic, she has been working extremely hard alongside her Leadership 
classmates to make the school feel spirited and connected during 
these times of uncertainty. Recently, during the quarantine, she began 
working at Juice Co. in downtown Los Gatos, where she has “learned 
a lot about accountability, life skills, and responsibility.” 

Segev has blossomed throughout high school and discovered many 
of her passions and true interests. In the past year, she explains she 
has worked on “being driven to accomplish my goals. I’m really deter-
mined in life, and if I have a goal that I’m working towards, I won’t 
stop until I get there.” 

With all of this added, she is leaving what she wants to do in the 
future up in the air. “Right now, my ultimate goals are to just help 
the community and leave my mark on it, but I’m not sure exactly 
where I want to go in life.” Segev lives life through a positive lens 
and finds the beauty in the little things. Despite being involved in 
many activities, she continues to inspire her peers while doing the 
most she can to achieve her goals.courtesy M. Segevcourtesy M. Segev


