
by Jordan Chan
News Editor

After over 30 years of working to eradicate the poliovirus, the 
Africa Regional Certificate Commission declared on Aug. 25 that Africa 
was free of wild poliovirus after four years without a single case. This 
marks the fifth out of six World Health Organization (WHO) regions 
that are now free of polio caused by the wild virus accounting for over 
90 percent of the world population.

For more than ten years, Navalny has been a 
popular critic of the Kremlin and President Putin. 
He is known to the public as “the best hope for 
liberalism in Russia” as stated by The Atlantic, 
but with that title comes criticism from the 
Kremlin and its close followers. Navalny bases his  
2018 presidential bid on his “relentless exposure 
of high-level hypocrisy and corruption,” refer-
encing Navalny’s exposure of the corruption of  
the Kremlin on YouTube, through the use of   
investigative techniques.

Since Navalny’s poisoning, world leaders and 
government officials have called for the punish-
ment of those who might have been behind the 
attack. On Aug. 24, Germany’s Chancellor and 
Foreign Minister put out a joint statement, saying 
that “the authorities are now urgently called upon 
to investigate this act thoroughly, and to do so 
with full transparency.” English Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson released a statement on Aug. 26 
calling for a “full and transparent” investigation. 
President Trump hasn’t released an official state-
ment, but said he would be “looking into it.” 
However, Joe Biden — President Trump’s politi-
cal rival — said if elected he would “stand up to 
autocrats like Putin.”
(Sources: BBC, CNN, Washington Post, The Atlantic)

by Trent Barlett
Sports Editor

Russian politician Alexei Navalny, a vocal 
critic of Vladimir Putin, fell into a suspected 
poison-induced coma on Aug. 20 from what his 
supporters say was a planned attack. The plane 
Navalny was on at the time planned to land in 
Moscow, but had to make an emergency landing 
in Omsk due to the sudden coma. 

Navalny allegedly drank poisoned tea on a 
plane from Tomsky to Moscow. He needed imme-
diate attention which required an emergency 
landing in Omsk where he spent two days in 
hospital. He had previously stated his wish to 
be transferred to Berlin if he ever fell ill, but 
the Russian doctors who treated Navanly said 
his condition was not stable enough for travel. 
Many of his followers disagreed; instead, they 
believe that the doctors deliberately delayed for 
two days to try and let the poison exit Navalny’s 
system. A Berlin hospital report stated, “clini-
cal evidence suggests an intoxication through a  
substance belonging to the group of cholines-
terase inhibitors.”

As the current president of Russia, Vladimir 
Putin has previously faced scrutiny from other 
diplomats outside of Russia for the reported poi-
soning of Navalny, as well as the poisoning of an 
ex-KGB spy Sergei Skripal and Skripal’s daughter 
Yulia Skripal. Skripal and his daughter were 
poisoned at their Salisbury, England, home in 
2018 when a Novichok nerve agent was sprayed 
on their door handle. 
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Mali destabilized in military coup & President Keïta unseated

COVID spikes in EuropeCritic of Putin poisoned

After years of vaccinating, Africa eliminates poliovirus

by Michaela Thimot and Brynn Gibson
National/World Editor and Graphics Designer

Following a summer low in COVID-19 cases, 
Europe now faces the reality of a second wave 
of infections. However, this new wave seems to 
disproportionately affect young people, lead-
ing to fewer deaths and a smaller demand for 
medical treatment. The resurgence of cases in 
recent weeks has not overwhelmed hospitals or 
demanded additional medical supplies like the 
initial outbreak did in the spring. 

The new wave of cases has spread across the 
entirety of Europe, bringing back recent memo-
ries of chaos and death. Due to the spike in cases, 
cities are starting to reimplement preventative 
measures. For example, Paris recently enacted 
a city-wide mask mandate, requiring facial 
coverings at all times for any person over the 
age of eleven (the only exception to this rule is  
during exercise). 

Spain was hit especially hard in the spring 
and, after months of relative calm, it now faces a 
staggering number of new infections. In the past 
few weeks, the country has managed to surpass 
America’s current caseload per capita. Following 
the first wave, Europe generally controlled the 
virus better than America, so this new spike in 
cases was unexpected. 

by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor

The Malian military forced President Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta to 
resign on Aug. 18 after months of protests. The political instability 
in the region has led to widespread fears of Islamic extremism having 
a resurgence. 

Keïta, who came to power after a coup in 2012, was overwhelmingly 
popular with Malian citizens, and easily won the election. With three 
years left in his second term, that popularity has sharply declined, 
and citizens began flooding the streets to protest him over the 
summer. The admired imam Mahmoud Dicko frequently led protests, 
as well as various politicians and civil society leaders. People cited 
corruption in government, mishandling of the economy, and disputed  
election results as reasons for Keïta to resign. Additionally, secu-
rity forces killed 11 protestors in June, providing further zeal to  
the movement. 

“I want no blood to be spilled to keep me in power,” Keïta stated 
after the junta, which calls itself the National Committee for the 
Salvation of the People, took control of the government. He added, 
“I hold no hatred towards anyone, my love of my country does not 
allow me to.” After announcing his resignation on state television, 
spontaneous celebrations broke out across the country, while the 
international community condemned the coup d’état. 

After the junta held Keïta captive for ten days, the 75-year-
old’s health was in decline, causing him to be hospitalized at a  
private clinic. Both the junta and Keïta requested for the United Arab  
Emirates to treat the former president, and as of Sept. 12, Keïta is 
at a military hospital in Abu Dhabi, with his condition unknown to  
the public.  

Fears of a resurgence in terrorism have also grown since  
the coup d’état. The 2012 coup and the ensuing power vacuum  
allowed al-Qaeda to gain a foothold in the northern region of 
the country, and the current political uncertainty has many 
fearing that jihadist activities could spread once again. Former 
Deputy National Security Advisor Ben Rhodes cautioned that 
the divisions between factions and current instability make Mali 
“quite close to a failed state.” The US suspended joint military 
operations after the military coup, but France stated that it 
will continue to help fight terrorist factions. France controlled  
Mali from 1892 to 1960, calling it French Sudan, but more recently 
helped the nation fight extremism following the 2012 coup. 

The Economic Community of West African States quickly 
decried the coup, imposing sanctions and shutting down borders.  
Although the bloc initially demanded the reinstatement of Keïta,  
they have since demanded that a civilian transition president and  
prime minister “must be appointed no later than September 15.”  
The junta claims it prefers a military-led transition that could last  
three years, and it wants a new constitution written before giving  
up power. International pressure is high to avoid a drawn-out  
crisis in which insurgent groups can take advantage of the lack  
of organization.
(Sources: NYT, BBC, Washington Post, Associated Press, Al Jazeera)

Polio is a life-threatening disease caused by the poliovirus; in some 
cases, it causes problems with the brain and spinal cord that could 
lead to paralysis. Two out of three strains of the virus have already 
been eradicated worldwide. Although polio does not have a cure, vac-
cinations effectively protect people from the virus. In 1952, American 
virologist Dr. Jonas Salk created the first safe and effective vaccine 
for the poliovirus. Nine years later, American-Polish researcher Albert 
Sabin introduced the oral polio vaccine, which has played a major role 
in efforts to eradicate polio in the African region and across the globe.

Africa has struggled in the past to eradicate polio due to a multitude 
of factors, including the region’s sheer geographical size, pockets of 
people refusing the vaccine, and outbreaks of vaccine-derived poliovi-
rus in African countries with low immunization coverage. In 1996, as 
polio paralyzed over 75,000 African children, South African President 
Nelson Mandela launched a campaign to eliminate polio from Africa 
with the help of Rotary International. This international service orga-
nization, in addition to the WHO and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), are all founding partners of the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI). Rotary International in particular was a 
huge contributor to efforts to eradicate polio in Africa, having directly 
donated almost 890 million dollars, raised countless funds, aided in 
immunizing African children, and promoted vaccinations. Now, more 
than 95 percent of the African population is immunized against polio.

Despite this positive news, the fight against polio continues. 
The GPEI and partners are working towards ensuring every child 
across the globe is protected from all forms of polio, which involves 

continued vaccination and containment of poliovirus in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Other goals include 
preventing the spread of poliovirus in polio-free countries with low 
rates of immunization and working with doctors to quickly stop any 
new outbreaks of vaccine-derived poliovirus.

In March of 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the polio eradi-
cation program decided to donate 60-70 percent of their combined 
resources to help fight the spread of coronavirus. However, they intend 
to resume immunization and continue to work towards their goal of 
eradicating the poliovirus once and for all.
(Sources: WHO, BBC, CDC, Rotary International)

Similar to Spain, Italy also faces a resurgence 
in COVID-19 cases. After lifting lockdown in May, 
Italy seemed to have beaten the worst of the virus. 
However, the country recently broke the record for 
the largest case increase in a 24-hour period since 
May, reporting a total of 1,469 new infections. In 
contrast to cases from the spring, the average age of 
a positive coronavirus test result has dropped from 
60 to 31 years of age. The majority of these cases are  
the result of people traveling abroad. 

During the first wave, Belgium’s cases dispro-
portionately overwhelmed nursing homes and the 
elderly, pushing, hospitals beyond capacity. Now, 
despite the fact that cases have increased substan-
tially compared to this summer, hospitals remain 
relatively stable and calm. Much like in Italy, the 
average age affected has altered dramatically, and 
very few new cases are present in the elderly com-
munity. A staggering 40 percent of COVID-19 cases 
in Belgium currently affect people between the ages 
of 20 and 40.

According to the head of the World Health 
Organization’s European regional office, “COVID-19 
cases in Europe are rising steadily, increasing about 
26,000 cases per day, and two thirds of countries 
have reimposed some restrictions.” Despite this 
fact, most European countries planned to resume 
in-person schooling this fall, but now health officials 
are questioning this move. 
(Sources: Washington Post, NY Times, CNN)

SPOONFULL OF SUGAR: A doctor gives an oral polio vaccine to an infant.  

MAN DOWN: EMT workers rush Navany to a hospital.
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MASK ON: A young child wears a surgical mask.

SIT AND WAIT: Women and children line up in Bangui to be vaccinated.  

DELEGATES ASSEMBLE: Keïta addresses the European Parliment in France.

HASHTAG RESIST: Alexei Navalny giving a speech. 
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ESSENTIAL: An Italian doctor takes a break from work.


