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Health conditions prompt Shinzo Abe to step down
by Senji Torrey and Trent Bartlett
Media Production Editor and Sports Editor

On Aug. 28, Shinzo Abe stepped down from his position as Jap-
anese Prime Minister after his preexisting condition of ulcerative 
colitis – a rare, incurable, inflammatory bowel disease – intensified, 
threatening his health. 

During his tenure as prime minister, Abe made strides in many 
areas. One such focus was finance with his “Abenomics” policies. 
Essentially, Abe sought to revive the Japanese economy by using fiscal 
and monetary strategies which strived to reach a two percent inflation 
target. In addition, Abenomics attempted to restructure areas such 
as energy, women’s employment, and even agriculture. Although this 
strategy did not succeed in its entirety, there were many moments 
of success along the way that masked the overall non-fulfillment of 
this experiment.

In addition to his namesake economic strategy, Abe worked to shift 
Japanese citizens’ views on same-sex marriage, allowing any married 
couple to use different surnames and receive dual citizenship. Despite 
his success in changing the views of many Japanese people, Abe was 
wary of changing social norms through laws or regulations. 

Abe made headlines on Dec. 27, 2016, when he became the first 
Japanese Prime Minister to visit the Pearl Harbor Memorial with a 
current US president, who in this case was former President Barack 
Obama. During this visit, Abe offered his condolences, stating that, “We 
must never repeat the horrors of war again; this is the solemn vow the 
people of Japan have taken.” This trip to the US was a reciprocation of 
Obama’s visit to Hiroshima eight months prior. Overall, the visit served 
as a symbolic forgiving for both nations to each other. 

More recently, Abe came under fire for his handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic. While Japan did react early, preventing a nationwide shutdown 
and even recording a relatively small number of cases and deaths, many 
Japanese news outlets criticized him for other steps that he had taken. 
Such steps included using stimulus measures to encourage travel through-
out Japan, as well as preventing Japanese news from broadcasting key 
coronavirus information directly to Japanese citizens.

Despite the New York Times describing Abe’s policies as “ill-conceived,” 
the international response to Abe’s resignation has not reflected this 
viewpoint. Leaders ranging from German Chancellor Angela Merkel to 
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern offered their condolences 
and well wishes to Abe.

 US President Donald Trump, whose relationship with Abe was 
often tense, chimed in, remarking, “I want to pay my highest 
respects to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe... I just feel very badly 
about it.”

Undeterred by the outpouring of positivity by international 
leaders, many Japanese citizens feel that Abe did not lead as well 
as he could have. While Abe did win landslide victories in three 
general elections, his public standing slipped this year. In a July 
poll, Abe’s cabinet approval rating dropped from 40.3 percent to 
35.1 percent in just one month. More recently, a study done by the 
New York Times taken last month showed that about 60 percent of 
Japanese citizens thought that Abe and his government’s response 
to the coronavirus was unsatisfactory.

Abe has left a lasting legacy not just through his policies, 
but within the people of Japan as well. He is the longest serving 
Japanese Prime Minister. His policies, starting with “Abenomics,”  
reshaped certain financial aspects of Japan. He also established a 
new model of governance that his predecessors “are likely to emu-
late” said the Washington Post. He lowered crime rates, strength-
ened the economy and military, and created a stable country. 

However, Abe worsened Japan’s alliance with South Korea and 
had a controversial response to COVID-19, even with low death 
rates and cases. 

Abe’s unexpected resignation shocked many people. His resigna-
tion has earned him praise for his time in office and many around 
the world have commended him and wished him good health.
(Sources: The Mainichi, Washington Post, Financial Times, Japan 
Times, CNN, Reuters, NY Times)
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Lebanon continues to recover from the fatal 
explosion that hit the country on Aug. 4,  kill-
ing about 190 people. The explosion in the city 
of Beirut, that was heard 200 kilometers across 
the Mediterranian sea, continues to devastate 
the land. The country is persistently rebuilding 
itself, despite the daily complications that are 
presenting themselves. 

Only a few days after the explosion rocked 
Lebanon, every member of the nation’s cabinet 
resigned. The mass resignation was a response 
to economic issues blamed on the cabinet by 
citizens. Prime Minister Hassan Diab stated 
that corruption runs beyond the cabinet, but 
exploitation is “rooted in every part of the 
state.” Despite the resignation, the cabinet 
continued regular meetings, but it no longer 
holds the power to change the law. 

In the past week, the country sent out a 
group of Chilean recovery specialists to find 
survivors and signs of life. Trained dogs and 
specialized equipment detected possible signs 
of a survivor, but hope is fading as the potential 
survivor remains concealed. According to BBC, 
“The head of the Chilean rescue team, Francisco 
Lermanda, told reporters on Friday that slow 
breathing had been detected under the rubble 
at a depth of 3m (9.8ft).” However, the “pulse 
had slowed significantly since the previous 
day,” so the sniffer dogs were unable to relocate 
the potential survivor. 

The Chilean rescue team and over 50 volun-
teers persistently search for possible survivors, 
although the workers cleared 95 percent of the 

rubble near the life signal. “We never stop with 
even one percent of hope… we never stop until 
the job is done,” said Lermanda.

Among the Chilean volunteers are aid work-
ers from several other countries who are working 
together to rebuild over 10 billion dollars in 
damages. International aid funds pledged to 
give financial assistance, but with the country’s 
current government dysfunction, citizens fear 
funds will be effectively used.

Beirut faces a long road to recovery, and 
without the support of a steady cabinet and 
government leaders, the nation’s inhabitants 
fear the uncertainty ahead, but with the aid 
of international volunteers and the Chilean 
government, citizens are hopeful that the city 
is on the road to physical recovery.
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post)

TRIP TO AMERICA: Shinzo Abe speaks at a news conference while in Washington, D.C.
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ANIMAL KINGDOM: Elephants walk around a Kenyan preserve.
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When thinking of New Zealand, many immediately picture lush 
green hills, the Shire, and kiwifruit. However, this island nation has 
so much more to offer. Referred to as Aotearoa by the native Maori 
people, New Zealand is filled with countless geographical, cultural, 
and political marvels alike. 

Located about 1000 miles off the east coast of Australia, New 
Zealand splits into two main islands – the North and South Islands 
– as well as a multitude of smaller, lesser-known islands and atolls. 
Wellington, the capital city, and Aukland, the largest urban area, are 
both located on the North Island. New Zealand is the largest country 
in Polynesia, both in land mass and population, and is home to a total 
of 4.8 million people. 

Australian soldiers bestowed the nickname “Kiwi” upon New Zea-
landers during WWI. Today, the inhabitants of the country proudly 
refer to themselves as such. The country’s national bird, the kiwi, is 
the source of the iconic nickname. Despite common belief, the bird 
actually inspired the name of the popular Chinese gooseberry, not 
the other way around. 

It is no wonder that New Zealand was chosen to portray Middle 
Earth in the cinematic adaptations of both The Lord of the Rings and 
The Hobbit. Filled with snow-capped peaks, vast lush countryside, 
breathtaking glacier lakes, magnificent fjords, beautiful sandy beaches, 

and active volcanoes, New Zealand’s scenic beauty feels like something 
straight out of a fantasy novel. 

Inhabiting the island for over 1000 years, the indigenous Maori 
people’s culture, customs, and traditions still influence everyday life 
in New Zealand. After the British colonization of the islands in 1840 
caused an increase in British immigrants, the cultural heritage of the 
island’s original inhabitants seemed to be vanishing. However, while 
some educational and economic divisions remain, the social and 
cultural gaps between the two groups have been decreasing since the 
1970s, when a new focus on biculturalism took over in the country. 
Today, one in seven New Zealand inhabitants identify as Maori. 
Indigenous culture is reflected in New Zealand customary greetings, 
hospitality, and sports rituals. In addition to English, Maori is one of 
the two official languages of New Zealand.

While many countries have failed to contain the spread of COVID-
19, New Zealand seems to be an exception to the trend. As countries 
panicked to accommodate infected patients, quarantine their popu-
lations, and manage a tanking economy, New Zealand acted quickly, 
implementing one of the strictest lockdown policies worldwide. Despite 
having only six cases at the time, on Mar. 15, the New Zealand govern-
ment implemented a mandatory quarantine for all visitors. Ten days 
later, the government mandated a complete country-wide lockdown, 
banning all domestic travel; the only exceptions to this rule were going 
to and from grocery stores, gas stations, and pharmacies or hospi-

tals. The main thing that set New Zealand apart from other national 
responses was the Kiwis’ willingness to comply with the orders. So 
far, the island nation has only reported a total of 1,776 cases and 24 
deaths, the bulk of which occurred in mid-March.

From its spectacular scenic beauty to its complex culture to its 
unparalleled pandemic response, New Zealand is a magnificent country. 
(Sources: National Geographic, Encyclopedia Britannica, Govt.nz)

MIDNIGHT LIGHTS: New Zealand’s capital, Wellington, lights up at night. 

ENDLESS RUBBLE: Fallen buildings at Beirut’s port. 
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Kenya’s elephants increase Lebanon survives chaos
by Jordan Chan
Local News Editor

Kenya’s Amboseli National Park experienced 
what some are calling an “elephant baby boom” this 
year after many years of battling wildlife trade and 
illegal poaching in East Africa. Amboseli elephants 
birthed 170 calves in 2020 as compared to the 
113 calves born in 2018 during the elephants’ last 
gestation period. Experts believe this population 
increase is due to ecological changes. Although 
surplus rains meant flooding, death, and damaged 
crops for human beings, they allowed elephants 
to thrive; far fewer died from dehydration and 
starvation. In addition to environmental changes, 
increased anti-poaching efforts in Kenya during 
the past few years also played an integral role in 
protecting wildlife.

For over four decades, Kenya and other East 
African regions struggled with a decline in elephant 
and rhino populations due to poaching and illegal 
wildlife trade. This struggle traces back to interna-
tional demand for ivory and rhino horns. In 1989, 
the movement to protect Kenyan wildlife gained 
traction, starting with the public destruction of 
the government’s ivory stockpile and a ban on the 
international ivory trade. That same year, Kenyans 
established the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), put-
ting the members in charge of the conservation of 
Kenyan wildlife. The security division of the KWS 
ensures the security of natural resources and hab-
itats even outside of government-protected areas. 
Before its establishment, there was not an effective 
system for managing Kenyan wildlife.

Since then, the Kenyan government has contin-
ued to work toward ensuring the safety of elephants 
and rhinos. President Uhuru Kenyatta demonstrated 

his commitment to the cause in 2016 by publicly setting 
Kenya’s ivory stockpile aflame, and the government has 
discouraged illegal activity by gradually increasing the 
consequences of wildlife crimes. In January of 2019, 
Kenya updated existing wildlife laws to increase fines 
and prison sentences given to people who commit 
wildlife crimes. Today, elephant populations in Kenya 
have more than doubled since 1989.

Despite progress, many factors still challenge the 
security of Kenyan wildlife. Poachers adapt their tech-
niques, trade routes, and concealment tactics in order 
to continue profiting from the illegal wildlife trade, and 
due to COVID-19, tourism has decreased, allowing them 
more freedom to commit crimes. Furthermore, increas-
ing human populations and the conversion of land for 
human purposes pose additional threats to elephants. 
The KWS and Kenyan government plan to continue 
their efforts while celebrating victories like this year’s 
“elephant baby boom” along the way.
(Sources: AP, Reuters, NPR, KWS, CNBC, UN, MMM)
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