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• Portland protests             
   rage on
• Tropical storms hit  
   Florida and Mexico

Microsoft finds Russian, Iranian, and Chinese hackers
by Sonali Muthukrishnan 
National/World Editor

Microsoft Corporation issued an assessment on Sep. 10 warning 
that a Russian military intelligence unit is targeting Democrat and 
Republican associated campaign staff members, think tanks, and con-
sultants. With increasingly clandestine hacking strategies, the unit is 
back after attacking the Democratic National Committee four years ago.

While Microsoft found that Chinese and Iranian hackers were also 
active, the company’s findings conflict with federal reports. Federal 
officials agree that Russia, China, and Iran are looking to collect 
knowledge about the upcoming election and possibly influence it. How-
ever, the most recent national assessment found that China preferred 
former Vice President Joe Biden’s triumph, while Microsoft discovered 
that Chinese hackers targeted the private email accounts of Biden’s 
campaign staff. Microsoft officials reported that the Chinese attacked 
only one former administration official affiliated with Donald Trump. 

Biden’s campaign declined to comment on the specifics of Mic-
rosoft’s findings, but stated that they were “aware of reports from 
Microsoft that a foreign actor has made unsuccessful attempts to access 
the non-campaign email accounts of individuals affiliated with the 
campaign.” The Biden campaign agreed with Microsoft’s assessment: 
China supports the reelection of Trump. 

Antony J. Blinken, Biden’s foreign policy adviser and former Deputy 
Secretary of State, believes that Trump advanced many of China’s 
important strategic goals: weakening American alliances which created 

a vacuum for China to fill, reducing democracy’s appeal, and allowing 
Beijing to violate human rights in Xinjiang and democracy in Hong 
Kong. “[Trump] also publicly echoed their propaganda downplaying 
COVID-19, while privately admitting how dangerous it was,” Blinken 
said. “All of this benefits China at the expense of our nation.”

“We are a large target, so it is not surprising to see malicious 
activity directed at the campaign or our staff,” Thea McDonald, the 
Deputy National Press Secretary for Trump’s campaign, explained. 
“We work closely with our partners, Microsoft and others, to mitigate 
these threats.”

At the moment, Microsoft has found no evidence that hacking 
efforts were successful, but they cannot definitively state that the 
Russians did not steal anything. Security experts noted that the Russian 
G.R.U. hackers present the most dangerous threat to the 2020 election 
due to their sophistication. From Aug. 18 to Sep. 3, the group attacked 
6,192 email accounts at 28 different organizations. 

John Hultquist, who directs intelligence analysis at the California 
cybersecurity company FireEye, stated, “We remain most concerned 
about Russian military intelligence, who we believe poses the greatest 
threat to the U.S. democratic process. The G.R.U. routinely violates 
international norms and has not been dissuaded by indictments and 
other attempts to halt their malicious activity.”

The Microsoft assessment reported that the Chinese hackers are 
attempting standard espionage, most of which targets Biden’s cam-
paign, while the Iranian hackers are continuing to focus on Trump’s 

campaign. In May and June, they attacked personal email accounts 
associated with Trump campaign and administration officials, with-
out success. While Iran’s hackers have had limited success, they are 
persistent in their efforts. 

Christopher Krebs – Director of Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency at the Department of Homeland Security – acknowl-
edged Microsoft’s findings: “None [of the personal accounts attacked] 
are involved in maintaining or operating voting infrastructure and 
there was no identified impact on election systems.”
(Source: NY Times)

EXPOSING HACKS: Microsoft’s assessment reveals hackers from three countries.
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Protests in Portland call for racial justice in America
by Jenna Roselli
Center Editor

Protests in response to the murder of George Floyd by four 
police officers in late May of 2020 erupted throughout America 
and several other countries around the world. Many protests in 
the US have come to a halt as the fall season sets in, but some 
cities – including Portland, Oregon – continue to actively protest. 
There have been almost four months of consistent protesting in 
Portland, and activists do not plan to stop fighting for justice. 

According to the New York Times, the Portland protests are 
one of the longest running protests since George Floyd’s death. 
Protests have happened nightly since three days after his death 
on May 25. The most action and conflict between police officers 
and protesters occured outside of Portland’s Mark O. Hatfield U.S. 
Federal Courthouse. People have thrown water bottles, occasion-
ally knocked down sections of fences, and set fires. The police 
surrounding the courthouse have responded by advancing into the 
gatherings of protestors, using non-lethal rubber bullet guns, firing 
tear gas canisters, and beating protesters with batons.

The situation in Portland escalated in July as unidentified federal 
agents took protesters, put them into unmarked vans, and interro-
gated them. Many of these federal agents were United States Border 
Patrol and immigration officers. These seizings began after President 
Trump tweeted that there would be “law-and-order” in response to 
the protests.

Several protesters can confirm this experience such as John Hacker, 
a citizen journalist and activist who attended a protest on Jul. 29.  At 
the protest, heavily armed federal agents wearing no visible identifi-
cation and tactical gear arrested Hacker without charging him. They 
then ushered him into an unmarked van and took him into custody. 
Federal agents arrested 98 other protesters in a similar fashion from 
July through mid-August. The Department of Homeland Security and 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office released Hacker and 23 other people from 
custody without any charges. This happened only after they decided 
to not press charges, either due to a lack of evidence or a misunder-
standing. Some of these 23 protesters included Evelyn Bassi, Mark 
Pettibone, and a man named Tawasi.

Like Hacker, every time Tawasi asked the federal agents what he was 
arrested for, they answered, “We’re working on it.” Newly uncovered 
footage obtained by The Washington Post – including court records, 
interviews with witnesses, and videos recorded by bystanders – further 
support these people’s claims. 

Governor Kate Brown and the head of the Department of Homeland 
Security, Chad Wolf, finally came to an agreement. They compromised 
on a plan, deciding to withdraw large numbers of tactical federal 
officers from Portland. Utimately, their plan resulted in smaller and 
peaceful protests. 

On Sep. 9, Portland’s Mayor Ted Wheeler announced a ban 
on the Portland Police Bureau’s use of CS tear gas canisters that 
will take effect immediately in the city. This ban came after a 
local group called Don’t Shoot PDX filed a lawsuit against the 
City of Portland on the basis of “indiscriminate use” of the gas. 
Wheeler plans to implement the ban for the foreseeable future. 
However, police officers are still able to use OC gas, another type 
of tear gas. The Police Bureau has consistently used a variety of 
tear gases throughout the three months of protests, but Mayor 
Wheeler did not take action when clouds of the gas made their 
way into residential homes. Many of Portland’s residents blame 
the mayor for the issues caused by the tear gas. Livid residents 
and protesters nicknamed him “Tear Gas Teddy” after the police’s 
use of tear gases became out of hand.

 Lawmakers have called for the Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
look into the possible harms of tear gas, as twenty-six protesters 
experienced irregular menstrual cycles and believe it is a result 
of their prolonged exposure to tear gas.

The Portland protests have been a wildly active place of pro-
tests and civil unrest in response to ongoing systemic racism and 
police brutality in America. Protesters march wearing face masks 
in the midst of a pandemic and risk facing unidentified federal 
agents picking them up without charging them for a crime. These 
activists are also constantly exposed to possibly harmful tear 
gas, yet masses of protesters continue to use their constitutional 
rights to protest even when many obstacles stand in their way.
(Source: NY Times, The Washington Post, Seattle Times, OPB)CIVIL UNREST: A protestor gives a moving speech to the large crowd.
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Social media aids the spread of Trump QAnon theory   
by Maddie Dewhirst 
National/World Editor

The pro-Trump conspiracy theory known as QAnon has grown into 
a mainstream movement in American politics, with several high-pro-
file politicians refusing to denounce the debunked theory and others 
actively using it in their messaging. 

The theory itself began in 2017 when a 4chan user named Q 
Clearance Patriot, or Q – who claims to be a high ranking official in 
the Trump administration – began posting on the anonymous message 
board that has been known for spreading unfounded conspiracies. 

The posts purport to expose the secret battle that President 
Trump is undertaking against high level Democrats, Hollywood elites, 
and global leaders who, combined, form a global cabal of Satanist 

pedophiles who harvest life-lengthening chemicals from the blood of 
children. The conspiracy theory itself is incredibly vast, with some 
aspects of it including aliens and other parts refuting the assasination 
of John F. Kennedy, but the global sex-trafficking ring is the most 
well-known facet. Q has now posted over 5,000 times, many of which 
draw on anti-semitic tropes found in the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion, a fabricated text written by secret police in early 1900s Russia, 
and racist allegories about former President Barack Obama. 

Despite the baselessness of the claims themselves, the theories 
espoused by Q have gained traction. While it is difficult to measure 
the exact number of candidates who believe the conspiracy, several 
dozen candidates running for Congress in the primaries this year 
expressed belief in or support for QAnon-linked theories. Media 
Matters, a left-leaning research site that tracks right-leaning news 
outlets, compiled an inventory that details 22 candidates listed on 
ballots this November who have lent credence to the conspiracy theory. 
Some of those candidates may even win seats; Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
a vocal supporter of the conspiracy, is currently running unopposed 
as a Republican for a House seat in Georgia. 

Trump himself has not denounced the conspiracy, and when asked 
about QAnon in August, he remarked, “Well, I don’t know much about 
the movement other than I understand that they like me very much, 
which I appreciate.” He added, “We’re saving the world from a radical 
left philosophy that will destroy this country and when this country 
is gone, the rest of the world would follow.” Trump has amplified 
QAnon-related content at least 200 times on Twitter, and merchandise 
or signs displaying the letter Q or related slogans have grown more 
and more commonplace at Trump rallies.

Social media played a tremendous role in spreading the conspiracy. 
Around the same time that Q began posting, Facebook changed its 
algorithm to promote groups, accelerating the rate at which believers 
could spread their ideas across the platform. The YouTube algorithm 
also began suggesting QAnon-related content to people. 

Social media companies are now beginning to take steps to combat 
this misinformation. Last month, Facebook removed nearly 800 QAnon 
groups from their site and imposed restrictions on nearly 2,000 
others. According to NBC News, some QAnon groups on Facebook have 
millions of members. Additionally, Facebook said they would block 
QAnon-related hashtags. In July, Twitter announced they will “no 
longer serve content and accounts associated with QAnon in Trends and 
recommendations, work to ensure we’re not highlighting this activity 
in search and conversations, [and] block URLs associated with QAnon 
from being shared on Twitter.” 

The FBI has labeled QAnon as a potential domestic terrorist threat 
and linked it to several acts of violence across the nation. A recent 
report from West Point’s Combating Terrorism Center focused on the 
challenges QAnon presents to public security, and found that QAnon 
“represents a militant and anti-establishment ideology rooted in an 
apocalyptic desire to destroy the existing, corrupt world to usher in a 
promised golden age. This position finds resonance with other far-right 
extremist movements, such as the various militant, anti-government, 
white nationalist, and neo-Nazi extremist organizations across the 
United States.”
(Sources: LA Times, NY Times, Time, CNN, Vice, Crooked Media)
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TRUMP TIME: Attendee at Trump rally proudly displays a QAnon shirt in support.

TAKING OPPORTUNITIES: Vendor sells QAnon merchandise to Trump supporters.


