
library’s initial profit has significantly decreased in 
the last few years, and they are hoping that this new 
proposal will address this issue. The town council 
voted to approve this change, which will go into 
effect on Nov. 1, 2020.

The second prominent discussion topic revolved 
around an appeal to a previous approval to demolish 
and remodel an address located on Robin Way. During 
a previous town council meeting, a resident received 
approval from the board to go forward with this 
construction project. However, during the meetings 
a neighbor appealed this approval, arguing that the 
project would impede on their privacy. However, the 
council voted to deny this appeal. 

The third and final relevant topic was a rec-
ommendation for a new bicycle and pedestrian 
overcrossing on Highway 17. The approval of this 
proposal will allow for funding for this project, and 
initial design plans. According to Town Council 
Member Marico Sayoc, “The Council unanimously 
approved the design of a bicycle and pedestrian 
bridge adjacent to Blossom Hill Road to make it 
easier and safer for everyone to move around town 
without needing a car.” Exact information on the 
location of this bridge was not disclosed.

A full video recording of the Sep. 1 meeting 
can be found on the Town of Los Gatos Youtube 
channel. The next Town Council meeting will be 
held on Oct. 6.

SPEND A DAY DOWNTOWN: People walk on Main Street. 

By Emily Duvall and Brynn Gibson
Culture Editor and Graphics Designer

The Los Gatos Town Council met for its 
monthly discussion of town functions on Tues., 
Sep. 1. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Town 
Council continues to hold their meetings online 
through Zoom, where anyone from the town can 
join in to listen and observe. 

The Council follows a pre-posted agenda, 
which outlines all topics intended to be discussed 
and allocates time for unanswered questions 
and concerns any town residents might have. 
During the Sep. 1 meeting, three major topics 
stood out: an amendment to the Los Gatos Public 
Library’s fines and charges, an appeal to a previous 
approval of a construction project on Robin Way, 
and a proposal for a new bicycle and pedestrian 
overcrossing on Highway 17. Recordings of all 
meetings are posted directly after, on the town’s 
YouTube channel.

The first major topic discussed during the 
meeting was a proposal to adopt a change to the 
Los Gatos Public Library’s fines and charges. This 
proposal would eliminate daily overdue fines. 
Items checked out over a longer period than nine 
and a half weeks will be considered lost and the 
library will send out a bill for their exact replace-
ment amount, in addition to a processing fee. The 
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Communities address catastrophic California wildfires
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
National/World Editor

An unusual storm system brought dry lightning to many regions 
of California, sparking countless devastating forest fires. The fires 
started burning on Aug. 15. Since then, they’ve scorched over two 
million acres, destroyed over 3,300 structures, and killed eight people. 
Experts consider climate change to be the principal factor in these 
fires. California is still under a state of emergency, and all available 
California fire resources are working to address the crisis.

This year’s fires are worse than in previous years’. Due to warmer 
temperatures in the spring and summer, less general snowpack, and 
an earlier spring snowmelt, California has had a more prolonged and 
intense dry season, leading to heightened moisture stress on veg-
etation, and making forests more likely to go up in flames. Experts 
estimate that the length of the Sierras’ fire season has increased by 
75 days. 

On Sep. 6, firefighters contained 49 new wildfires, fighting the 
24 most significant wildfires and lightning complexes — or groups of 
fires that converged — still burning. The Creek Fire that started on 
Sep. 4 in the Sierra National Forest trapped hundreds of hikers and 
their dogs in the forest. The California National Guard rescued more 
than 350 people by helicopter. The Madera County Sheriff enforces 
mandatory evacuation notices and maintains road closures to protect 
the public from the fire. On Sep. 10, the fire remains completely 
uncontained, destroying 361 structures, with no signs of stopping. A 
new wildfire, located in the Angeles National Forest in LA County, has 
also developed into a massive fire.

At the moment, there are 14,100 California firefighters serving on 
the frontlines. CAL FIRE is increasing its staff to prepare for prime fire 
weather in multiple areas of California: Northern California, including 
the Bay Area; the southern mountains of Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties; the Eastern Sierra; the Mojave Desert; and the Inland Empire. 
CAL FIRE warns, “With Red Flag conditions in many parts of the 
state over the next few days, fires in these areas can spread rapidly. 
Making quick and safe evacuation is critical to protecting your life and  
your family.”

The fires have affected the LGHS community directly, forcing junior 
Sarah Hansen to evacuate to her grandma’s house. She said, “I don’t 
know if the house will be there when we get home...It is scary...driv-
ing away without knowing if you will ever see [your house] again.” 
The fires have made distanced learning difficult for Hansen because 
she is “always thinking about the fires, worrying about [her] house, 
family, and friends.”

 DeLynne O’Toole, a math teacher at LGHS, also recounted her 
experience with the fires, stating that on Aug. 16, she “woke up in 
the middle of the night because of big wind storms and lightning.” 
The next morning she checked CAL FIRE and found two large fires 
near her home in Santa Cruz. O’Toole and her partner decided to leave 
Santa Cruz on Aug. 23, due to the smoke and the fires’ proximity. The 

decision was not easy to make, but she ultimately felt she had made 
the right decision for her well-being. O’Toole stated “I do have some 
students who have evacuated and things are super hard for them,” 
expressing concern for them. 

O’Toole is attempting to adopt an optimistic mindset in this 
challenging time. She said that she is trying to “focus on what’s  
going right.” 

“I always say I have an excellent life as long as I’m breathing, and 
I have people that I love” she commented. In regards to her work, 
O’Toole explained, “My job isn’t more difficult, but it’s different.” She is 
currently making it a priority to be flexible for her students by aiding 
them in any way possible. 

LGHS junior Anya Setziol explained that she felt very anxious 
about the possibility of evacuation due to the fires, making it difficult 
to focus on school. In preparation for this looming threat, Setziol and 
her family packed all of their belongings into their car and attempted 
to fireproof their home. Many natural disasters have threatened 
people living in the mountains, but for Setziol the fires are unique in 
that “people from town are paying attention.” Setziol made it clear 
that she is worried about exposing herself to COVID-19 because if her 
family evacuates, they will have to stay with friends. She explained, 
“the thing with fires right now is that since we are in the pandemic 
we shouldn’t have full hotels. We shouldn’t have multiple families in 
one home, but we have to.”

Hansen explained, “just hearing someone say ‘Is there anything 
I can do to help?’ makes anyone who was evacuated feel better.” To 
aid those impacted by the fires, O’Toole, Setziol, and Hansen sug-
gested offering shelter, checking-in, giving some kind words, donat-
ing to GoFundMe pages, and supporting those who’ve been the most 
affected. It is also very important to actively avoid Highway 17 and 
the Santa Cruz mountains (specifically evacuation zones) while the 
fires are active.
(Sources: CAL FIRE, NY Times)

DEVASTATE AND DESTRUCT: Smoke rises into the air and blankets the CA sky.

Leadership tries to adapt
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
National/World Editor

This year, the Leadership class is working hard to 
create a welcoming environment for LGHS students, 
despite the restrictions of online-learning. Leader-
ship students usually coordinate large school-wide 
events, but due to COVID-19, the class has had to 
adapt its strategy. Regardless of this challenge, 
Leadership is persistently trying to find ways to take 
these large school events online and bring together 
the student body. 

At the moment, the LGHS Leadership class is 
planning many different events, including a Club 
Day and a Senior Drive Through. Club Day took place 
on Sep. 16 and Leadership hosted the event virtu-
ally, allowing LGHS students to explore the various 
clubs available to them. The Senior Drive Through 
will allow LGHS seniors to go on to campus and 
see their teachers while staying safe. Additionally, 
seniors will receive a senior goodie bag containing 
custom masks and hand sanitizer.

The Leadership class is also planning a Spirit 
Week. Regarding this annual Fall tradition, ASB 
President Kevin Miller stated, “I am most excited 
to see how Spirit Week turns out. That is usually 
one of my favorite aspects of LGHS since a big 

part of our school is our school spirit. Everyone 
[in the Leadership class] is trying really hard to 
brainstorm, and I have overheard some amazing 
ideas, so I am excited to see how that turns out.” 
Miller explained that a large commission is trying 
to figure out what a socially distanced Spirit Week 
will look like. While the event will be very different 
from the traditional Spirit Week, the commission 
has creative ideas that Miller believes will make 
the event fun.

Reflecting on Leadership before distanced 
learning, Miller stated, “I miss the family aspect 
most. Every time I walked into L5, I was overcome 
with happiness because of how close everyone was 
in that class. However, this year through online 
learning, that is more tricky.”

For Miller, a crucial part of Leadership is 
the friendships he has formed within the class. 
Online learning presents a challenge, but Leader-
ship makes bonding a priority. The class started 
the year with a socially-distanced picnic, with 
fun activities to create relationships among 
the Leadership students. In addition to this 
event, Leadership meets in specific commissions 
every class, allowing committee members to form  
dei\ep bonds.

Miller is excited to take on the role of ASB 
President this year. He remains optimistic about 
this year’s prospects, stating, “I wanted to be 
ASB President so that I could make a difference 
and make everyone’s high school experience 
memorable, and I feel like there is no greater 
opportunity than this year to do that. Sure, it 
is probably going to be harder than usual, but it 
also opens up so many new opportunities to keep 
everyone entertained and engaged. With COVID-
19, I have a chance to make people connected to  
their school.”

Town Council assembles

GET INVOLVED: Teens look at clubs on last year’s club day.

UC schools eliminate the use of SAT and ACT scores
by Esther Sun
Editor-in-Chief

A California state judge ruled on Sep. 1 that the UC system 
could no longer use SAT or ACT scores as a factor in admissions and 
scholarship decisions, citing the alleged disadvantage to students 
with disabilities.

Five individual students and six organizations – College Access 
Plan, Chinese for Affirmative Action, College Seekers, Dolores Huerta 
Foundation, Little Manila Rising, and Community Coalition – com-
prised the group of plaintiffs who sued the University of California. 
According to the official case file published on Public Counsel, 
“Students with disabilities are denied the same option and second 
chance for admissions that non-disabled applicants enjoy in the 
test-optional regime.”

Alameda County Superior Court Judge Brad Seligman ruled in 
favor of the plaintiffs, who argued that the UC test-optional policy is 
unfair to disabled students unable to take the tests with appropriate 
accommodations during the COVID-19 pandemic. To conclude the case, 
the court issued a preliminary injunction prohibiting the UC system 
from considering SAT and ACT test results in admissions “during the 
pendency of this action.”

In a statement, a spokesperson for the University of Califor-
nia expressed disagreement with the ruling, claiming that “an 
injunction may interfere with the University’s efforts to imple-
ment appropriate and comprehensive admissions policies and 
its ability to attract and enroll students of diverse backgrounds  
and experiences.”

Beyond the UC system, the sudden elimination of SAT and ACT 
scores in UC admissions could galvanize similar action in other 
colleges and universities across the U.S. 

“I think right now what we’re realizing is that this ruling is 
going to likely have effects beyond California, but it’s still too 
early to say for sure,” Azure Brown, consulting director for the 
Bay Area-based consulting firm ILUMIN Education, told El Gato 
News. “At this very moment, we are still telling our students to 
prepare for SAT or ACT, but in the longer term — though it’s scary 
for students to lose that [factor] — there are other ways that they 
can show their excellence.”

The UC system already announced in May that it would phase 
out its use of SAT and ACT scores in admissions over the next 
several years, with a complete elimination of such use by 2025. 
Following this announcement, the UC campuses at Berkeley, Irvine, 

and Santa Cruz announced a test-blind policy in which they would 
no longer consider SAT or ACT scores at all, whereas the other seven 
UC campuses decided to proceed with the test-optional policy. More 
than 400 higher education institutions across the U.S. have also 
adopted the test-optional policy for the 2020-2021 admissions cycle 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
(Sources: Alameda County Superior Court, CNN, The Daily Californian, 
Inside Higher Ed)

GO BEARS: A tower called The Campanile looms over the UC Berkeley campus.

CHECK IT OUT: The Los Gatos Library will modify policies. 
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