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Clubs move online during quarantine
by Esther Sun
Editor-in-Chief

Club officers worked to advertise their organizations to new potential 
members through a virtual Club Day several weeks after the LGHS fall 
semester kicked off online.

In place of the traditional Club Day that takes place on the front 
lawn or in the quad at the start of each semester, students had the 
chance to explore club offerings through a new online club directory 
located on the Leadership website, www.lghsactivities.org. The website’s 
club listings feature important details on each approved club, including 
club mission statements, descriptions of club activities, meeting dates 
and links, and officer contact information.

On Sep. 2, Leadership held a meeting for club presidents in which 
Chris Nespor, Leadership’s advisor who is spearheading the LGHS Club 
Commission, explained, “We recognize that [the online process] isn’t 
the easiest thing, but we’re trying to replicate our club functions as 
much as possible because we know how important these clubs are.”

Virtual Club Day took place at 3:00 PM on Sep. 16, when club offi-
cers hosted individual Zoom meetings for students to drop by and hear 
their pitches for joining the club. Trying to recreate the experience of 
in-person Club Day as closely as possible, the Club Commission designed 
online Club Day so that students could browse the club directory and 
click on the Zoom links to speak directly with the officers of whichever 
clubs they were interested in learning more about. Club officers gave 
pitches of around 10 minutes, then allowed in additional rounds of 
students from the waiting room so they could give the full pitch again.

LEAD teachers adopt virtual approach
by Delaney Brown
Opinion Editor

As the school year comes into full swing, teachers and students alike 
are doing their best to navigate remote learning, with many needing to 
adapt their teaching and learning techniques. School programs such as 
LEAD, or Learn Explore Act Design, are experiencing a particularly heavy 
strain, given that their curriculum involves project-based learning. 

As a means to modify LEAD’s unique curriculum, teachers such as Kurt 
Kroesche, the English teacher for LEAD seniors, have dropped certain 
projects and activities from their yearly coursework to accommodate 
students’ need to learn remotely. Recently, Kroesche implemented “more 
partner and solo projects” to tailor to students’ needs and promote com-
munication and a collaborative work ethic. The program is also designed 
to adjust community service activities by “inviting more guest speakers 
to teach the students on Zoom or Google Meet sessions.”

Kroesche originally took up teaching for this program eight years 
ago. He was initially inspired by LGHS’s previous principal, Kristina 
Grasty, who spearheaded the program in its earlier stages of develop-
ment. Kroesche found that he was a “natural fit for the project-based 
learning technique.” Throughout his time working in the program, he 
has discovered an amazing community among the students. 

“Because they are in classes together for four years, they really 
build a sense of trust and camaraderie, which I think is very unique,”  
Kroesche commented. 

Kroesche has adapted his teaching style to “reflective learning,” 
which he believes to be more effective than the traditional strategy 
of memorization and restating information linked to courses outside 
of the LEAD program. 

Although distance learning initially hindered many students’ 
ability to engage fully in the LEAD program, they are adjusting fairly 
quickly. Senior Maya Ginsburg, who has been a part of the program 
throughout her four years of high school, has experienced a drastic 
change in guidelines for projects and activities. 

“When we are assigned projects, we are given a lot of opportuni-
ties to choose everything we want to work on,” Ginsburg explained. 

In attempts to make the transition to online school easier, most 
LEAD teachers utilize the breakout room feature on Zoom to foster 
healthy communication among students. However, despite these 
resolutions, Ginsburg notes that it “has been harder to connect with 
other students. A huge part of LEAD is working on and planning 
projects as well as talking through ideas with other classmates.” 

In spite of the many obstacles that face this interactive program, 
teachers and students are optimistic about the rest of the year. Gins-
burg believes that “as time goes on, we will all be more comfortable 
and accustomed to remote learning.”  

GET LIT(ERARY): Senior Carol Li presents the Wildcat Review at 2019 club day.
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SAY CHEESE: LEAD students pose for a photo during a field trip to Cal Academy.
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PICASSO WHO?: Freshman Calla Peters paints for her LEAD Biology class.
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Clubs are also searching for creative ways to create as engaging 
an experience as possible and to foster interpersonal connections 
between their members online. Since clubs can no longer meet in 
person, officers are turning to online resources and interactive tools 
to keep meetings stimulating and replace activities like service  
trips or conferences.

“Obviously, discussions and debates are going to be a little bit more 
challenging in this virtual environment, as debate isn’t as lively when 
behind a screen,” Speech and Debate team leader Zach Stevenson 
told El Gato News. “However, we’re learning more strategies each week 
and making use of a wide range of virtual tools to keep our meetings 
as organized and interactive as possible.” The Speech and Debate 
club kicked off the year at their first meeting on Zoom with a mock 
Congress-style debate over a California proposal on affirmative action 
in college admissions.BEARING WITNESS: LGHS’s Mock Trial team meets over Zoom for online club day.
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