
Hello 

 

My name is Alicia. 

My father is a second-generation Italian and my Mother is full-blooded Yaqui. My tribe is from 

Southern California. 

 

My Mother was once told in a Trader Joe's parking lot to go back to where she came from. They 

were standing on the land that she was from. 

I have many stories like these but what I will keep what I share with you today local since I was 

asked to speak about my experience in Los Gatos.  

 

I am one of the newer residents in Los Gatos. I moved here 4 years ago.  

 

On the first day of my new job, I said that I was new to Los Gatos. The woman laughed at me 

and said "Loss Gaatos, say Loss Gaatos, otherwise people will know that you're not from here. 

Right then, it seemed that in order to be considered local, in order to belong, one must incorrectly 

pronounce this Spanish named town.  

 

The first shop that I went to the lady asked me if I was from here. I said that I had just moved 

here. She said, "I am so sick of immigrants moving here, clogging up the freeway! They don't 

even speak English!" I quickly left. I later went to her Yelp and there were three other people 

that had the same experience. All women of color.  



 

There is a dress shop here in Los Gatos on Santa Cruz Blvd. I was looking for a dress for an 

event. I walked in and without her getting up her seat she said, "What are YOU looking for?" 

Emphasis on you. I said, "I'm looking for a dress for an event." She said, "Well, we might have 

the right dress, but not for your right price." I just left. She looked pleased with herself as I 

walked out.  

 

For a time, I was the manager of a local restaurant. An adorable older couple came in. There was 

a busser that worked there. An incredibly kind man, who was a US Citizen and whose son was a 

police officer. He filled their glasses with water. The older man, furious, asked the waiter to 

speak to a manager. I went to them to help find out what their concern was so that I could make 

them comfortable. He said, "I will not drink that water or from that glass if that Mexican man 

touched it." I was then advised to have a white waiter serve them for the duration of their meal. 

When the owner of that restaurant found out about it, he said that the new policy is to refuse 

service and never serve anyone like that again.  

 

People of color experience the feeling of being unwelcome in Los Gatos all the time and if you 

are a caring person, you will feel that it needs to stop.  

 

I want to say that I have had many good experiences here in Los Gatos. The good does 

outnumber the bad. But it is my hope that with community work of self-reflection, calling out 

racism when you see it even with friends, even with family and by simply not engaging or 



creating discriminatory behavior. I hope that people of color in Los Gatos will someday feel 

welcome more and all the time.  

  

I want to thank the organizers of today's march for having the courage to speak out publicly for 

what they know is right and for creating a space to give others the space to speak publicly for 

what they know is right.  

 

Racial profiling is not right. Police brutality is not right.  

 

Criminalizing people for fighting for their rights in the only way they have left for them to get 

the point across that they are done burying their people is not right. Saying things like, "If only 

they protested peacefully, they would be heard. Knowing that Martin Luther King Jr, the most 

famous peaceful protestor was beaten, arrested and murdered.  

 

It is not right to say, "They shouldn't be looting." When you are standing on stolen land. Stolen 

land from the Ohlone tribe.  

 

Please when you think of Aboriginal Americans and African Americans, do not criminalize them 

for fighting for their right to exist and to live peacefully without being daily terrorized with the 

possibility of being murdered by the very people who are supposed to protect them.  



I met a young man at the Santa Cruz protest and he shared that from the time he was 17 to 25, he 

had been pulled over 12 times. 12 times. Of those 12 times, he had two fix it tickets to show for 

it. No other offense. How many times have you been pulled over?  

 

It is my hope that the residents of Los Gatos demand the end of racial profiling and never 

condone or allow police brutality in their community, in our community. Thank you so much to 

everyone who came here today to show that you care and that you will help in the fight to make 

this town feel welcome to all. 


