
by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor

The winter sports season has officially begun, 
and both the boys’ and girls Varsity basketball 
teams have kicked off their seasons with a series 
of non-conference games. The boys’ Varsity team 
started their season off strong and is 2-1 overall. 
Despite some great games in the beginning, the 
girls’ Varsity team lost back to back games at home 
last week, making them 1-2 overall.

The boys’ Varsity team began the pre-sea-
son with a home win against Evergreen Valley. 
Although the Wildcats had the lead at halftime 
with a score of 31-25, the Cougars came back and 
outscored Los Gatos 15-8 in the third quarter. 
Despite those discouraging results, the Wildcats 
sealed the victory in the fourth and won with a 
score of 59-54. The team went on to suffer its first 
loss loss during a game in Salinas, losing 55-66 
to Palma High School. The Chieftains dominated 
the first quarter 18-6, and despite battling hard, 
the Wildcats were unable to make up the deficit. 

On Dec. 6, the boys faced off against rival 
school Saratoga in an away game. Even though 
they were behind 30-39 at halftime, they came 
back to beat the Falcons 63-58, decisively winning 
the fourth quarter 15-6.

In the sportsmanship game at Del Mar High 
School, the girls’ Varsity team destroyed the Dons 
66-44, although the game did not count towards 
their record. They secured another win in Salinas, 
with Los Gatos beating Everett Alvarez 47-43. 
Senior Sabrina Belquist was integral to the Wild-
cats’ win, putting up an impressive 25 points. Even 
though the Eagles had the lead at the beginning 
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Boys’ soccer teams find success in their early matches

by Madeline King
Editor-in-Chief

The LGHS ice hockey team finished off the year 
with a game at the SAP Center on Nov. 20, drawing 
crowds of eager parents and classmates to watch 
them compete against Leigh High School in the 
famed Sharks arena. The Cats unfortunately lost to 
the Longhorns, but not before senior Peter Ryce 
earned a goal for LGHS in the second period, assisted 
by senior Benji Bout. Goalie Robin Castren also had 
a 0.833 save percentage, keeping 30 out of 36 total 
shots from the cage.

“It’s always fun to play at SAP,” said Ryce. “It 
really makes you feel like you’re playing with the 
Sharks, and it’s always good to get the new players 
to play there because it makes them more passionate 
about the sport and want to work hard so you can 
play there again.” On Mon., Nov. 25, the Cats faced 
Bellarmine College Preparatory, ending the game 
victoriously with a score of 3-2. Bellarmine player 
Nolan Stewart scored the first goal, but the Cats 
quickly returned the point with a goal by sophomore  
Christopher Santangeli. 

The Cats were down once again at the beginning 
of the second with a goal by Bellarmine’s Ethan 
Payne, but freshman Benjamin Kim and junior 
Zachary Fein each earned a point in the last four 
minutes of the period, putting LGHS ahead 3-2. 
Freshmen Yan Yumaev and Aydan Mclaren assisted 
on Kim’s goal, with Santangeli assisting Fein just 
before the second period buzzer. 

The Cats held strong in the final period, with 
Castren saving all of Bellarmine’s 14 shots to earn a 
0.938 total save percentage for the match, compared 
to Bellarmine goalie Henry Lissner’s 0.750.

by Senji Torrey
Sports Editor

At the beginning of December, the LGHS boys’ soccer pre-season 
matches began. After a tumultuous three-week tryout period, the boys 
put their textbooks down and scored some goals.

The boys’ Varsity team began their season with a challenging match 
versus Archbishop Mitty on Tues., Dec. 3. Though the Wildcats gave 
a valiant effort, Mitty outplayed LGHS, and by the end of the game 
the score stood at 0-2.

Just a day later, the Varsity boys redeemed themselves with a 4-1 
victory against Santa Teresa. After an early goal, the Wildcats broke 
into stride, scoring three additional goals before the end of the match. 

In their most recent matchup, the boys played San Benito, a 
team that came in with a record of 0-1-1. After two goals in the 
first half, one for each team, the game was tied. In the second 
half, the Wildcats squeezed in a goal to edge out San Benito with a  
score of 2-1.

LG Football shuts out Oak Grove in the CCS title game
by Nick Borgia 
Public Relations Manager

Three months ago, the Los Gatos Varsity football team kicked 
off its season with a 44-0 shutout victory over Oak Grove, which 
set the tone for how the rest of their season would go. On Nov. 29, 
the Wildcats finished their CCS playoff run with another shutout 
against Oak Grove, defeating the Eagles 21-0 to win the Division 
2 championship.

With that big win, Los Gatos took home its fifteenth section title 
in school history. Senior quarterback Yost Girvan led the offense 
for the Wildcats, going 6-of-11 for 119 yards and two touchdowns, 
and he also picked up 71 yards on the ground. 

Girvan was only one yard short of sharing a rushing total 
with junior Adam Garwood, who had 14 carries for 72 yards 
and a touchdown. Girvan, who has been a part of the program 
for four years, has been thinking about this day for quite  
some time.

“We were 2-7 our freshman year,” Girvan said. “We just grinded 
our way out for three years, knowing that we would win CCS in 
2019. We have a group chat from freshman year where we all 
talked about this day. We just knew it would come.” The tough 
loss for Oak Grove put an end to their impressive nine-game win-
ning streak. The Mount Hamilton League Champions battled their  

way through the playoffs, taking down No. 2 Salinas and 
No. 6 Palo Alto, but unfortunately had no answer to the Los  
Gatos defense. 

Quarterback Jessie Miller went 8-of-20 for 81 yards, and Izaiah 
Nakanishi was on the receiving end of six of those passes for 73 
yards, but it wasn’t enough to put any points on the board.

“Their defense outplayed us. They didn’t give us any big plays,” 
Oak Grove head coach Marcus Reese said after the game. “We also 
had some penalties that just killed our drive. Against a defense like 
Los Gatos, you just can’t have those penalties.”

Oak Grove was indeed weighed down with penalties during the 
game, with 14 flags costing them 105 yards. Two crucial turnovers 
also hurt the Eagles in the loss.

The game started off as a defensive battle with a score-
less first quarter and lots of punting. Los Gatos finally caught 
a wave of momentum early in the second quarter with an 
interception from junior Carson Gardner. Starting from their  
own eight-yard line, the Wildcats worked the ball down deep 
into Oak Grove territory. 

On second down, Girvan found senior Gian Lagemann in 
the endzone for a 14-yard touchdown pass. A good PAT from 
junior Ty Goldsbury put the Wildcats ahead 7-0 with 5:24 left in  
the quarter.

The Junior Varsity team has found similar success, holding a 
record of 1-1. In their first match, JV took on Mitty. The Wildcats 
came out roaring; freshman Samuel Tamayo-Sarver and freshman 
Drew Dillehay each scored a goal, putting LG ahead with a score of 
2-0. However, in the second half, Mitty came back to level the score. 
Mitty scored two more goals, putting the game to bed with a score of 
4-2 in favor of the Monarchs. 

The next day, the JV boys also played Santa Teresa. After a slow 
start, Dillehay netted a goal in the final minutes of the first half. In 
the second half, Tamayo-Sarver and sophomore Darius Leto each put 
one into the back of the net. Dillehay topped it off with a clinical 
finish in the final minutes of the game, making the game 4-2.

As of Dec. 9, Varsity has an overall record of 2-1, while the JV team 
has a record of 1-1. JV will have a match against Saint Francis on Dec. 
16, and both teams will have matches against San Benito the day after, 
so make sure to come out and watch the boy’s soccer teams dominate!
(Source: MaxPreps)

Oak Grove received the kickoff for the start of the second half, 
but Los Gatos quickly forced a punt. This time, Garwood led the 
way during this drive with two huge gains leading up to a 11-yard 
touchdown rush. Another PAT from Goldsbury made it 14-0 with 
10:11 left in the 3rd.

With the defense continuing to shut down the Eagle offense, 
junior Kyle Pinkham sealed the deal late in the 4th with a 43-yard 
touchdown reception. Los Gatos forced another turnover on downs 
on the following drive, allowing Girvan to take a knee to secure the 
Division 2 title.

SAY CHEESE: LG’s 2019 hockey team poses for team pic.
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Basketball starts pre-seasonLGHS Hockey defeats Bell
of the fourth quarter, the Wildcats made some key 
shots, and junior Carlee King intercepted a pass 
with only seconds left, and sank the free throws 
that ensured the Wildcats’ victory.   

Unfortunately, the girls’ Varsity team has not 
been able to carry on its winning streak at home. 
In their first home game of the season, the Wild-
cats lost to Leland High School, 59-52. On Dec. 4, 
they suffered another tough loss in overtime to 
Evergreen Valley. The final score was 47-45, with 
both teams fighting fiercely until the end. Despite 
the losses, head coach of the girls’ Varsity team, 
Sara Quilici, commented that she’s “feeling really 
good about the upcoming season” and looking 
forward to continuing the “high energy [and] high 
intensity” from last season. Be sure to come out and 
support both teams as they continue to improve 
during the season.  

BUCKETS: Senior Sabrina Belquist shoots a free throw.

HO HO HO: The boys’ Varsity soccer team warms up for practice wearing Santa hats.
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Thus far in the season, Santangeli leads the 
team’s stats with five goals and three assists this 
season, with senior Chris Bout following with four 
assists. Yumaev has contributed one goal and two 
assists, with Fein adding another two points to 
the season total. Ryce, junior Vaughn Montoya, 
Mclaren, and B. Bout have each added a goal and 
an assist, and Kim and junior Nooa Makela have 
each contributed an assist. Goalie Castren has 
saved a total of 97 out of 111 goals this season, 
totaling to a 0.874 save percentage.

“It’s pretty tough since we lost 12 people last 
year to college,” Ryce stated. “But I’m most excited 
to see where the team goes because we’ve been 
building for a little bit and I think we have some 
good players coming up.”

While they’ve finished up for this semester, the 
LGHS hockey team will resume games with a match 
against Westmont on Mon., Jan. 6 and return to 
the SAP center on Apr. 1.
(Source: Sharks Hockey High School League)

SPORTS

BIG RUN: Senior Mason Holbrok runs the ball down the field in the Cats’ CCS win.
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