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by Delaney Brown
Center Editor

This month, the LGHS cheer team has hit its 
stride in the new competition season. Coming back 
for the second year in a row, the competitive cheer 
team recently attended the first competition of the 
season on Dec. 7 as well as attending the annual 
Holiday Parade held in downtown Los Gatos. 

The team has been working tirelessly on per-
fecting their stunts and routines for the upcoming 
season with their coach, Ojae Balgos. Balgos 
has spent the last three years at Los Gatos High 
School coaching the JV and Varsity cheer teams 
for their regular performances at football games 
and basketball games. Now that the comp team 
has been reinstated for another year, he has been 
working extremely hard with the team to get 
them in shape for the upcoming season. At the 

competition that took place this past weekend, 
the cheer team placed second in their division out 
of the five competing teams present at the com-
petition. They scored a whopping 88.5 out of 100, 
qualifying them for Nationals in Las Vegas, Nevada 
coming up in February. Now they are preparing for 
Nationals, where they will be competing with up to 
ten other schools for the top spot. The scores for 
cheer are based on skill level, tumbling, stunting, 
and performance quality.

To prepare for competition, the team practices 
almost every day of the school week to endure 
endless conditioning and stunting to perfect their 
routines. As a requirement for the team, the girls 
must have extensive tumbling skills, a fiery perfor-
mance quality, and teamwork skills to bring it all 
together. Along with that, something that comes 
along with the competition cheer experience is 
the glamourous hair and makeup. The cheer style 
includes teased and curled hair in a gelled back 
high ponytail, eyeshadow, foundation, lipstick, 
and to top it all off, a big beautiful bow. 

As well as the competition season, the team 
also attended the quintessential christmas parade 
held downtown every year. Junior Kelly Fergu-
son who had an integral role in organizing the 
cheerleaders for the parade had “a great time 
supporting the school and walking in the parade.” 
The team also plans on attending basketball games 
in the near future, entailing more practices for the 
sideline cheer team. This team does not attend 
competitions but will continue to support LGHS 
at various sports events. 

Although it may seem ironic, make sure to 
cheer on our Los Gatos High cheerleaders as they 
enter more competitions throughout the school 
year. Also go  see them at the upcoming basketball 
games as they perform at halftime and cheer on 
the teams from the sidelines. 

by Nick Borgia
Public Relations Manager

With a huge win against the New Orleans Saints on Dec. 8, the 
San Francisco 49ers are currently 11-2, putting them at the top of the 
league with the Baltimore Ravens. After a disappointing 4-12 2018 
season, the Niners have turned it around this year and made a state-
ment in the NFL, showing that they are true Super Bowl contenders 
who shouldn’t be overlooked.

The 49ers defeated the Saints 48-46 in a tight game that came 
down to a 30-yard field goal from kicker Robbie Gould. After a sig-
nature two-minute-drill touchdown from Drew Brees and the Saints, 
quarterback Jimmy Garappolo led the 49er offense down the field with 
just under a minute to set up the kick. Garappolo finished the game 
with a career-high four touchdown passes, going 26-of-35 for 349 
yards. Prior to this game, critics have been skeptical of Garappolo’s 
abilities, labeling him a “mediocre” quarterback.

“I know a lot of people are still looking at him to see what kind of 
player he is, but I’m telling you he’s a baller,” 49ers receiver Emmanuel 
Sanders said. “When you’ve got somebody like Jimmy with the per-
sonality he has and the hard work he puts in, in the clutch moments, 
he’s not going to fold.”

Sanders plays a major role on the 49ers himself. The 49ers traded 
for Sanders in October, and throughout his short time with San Fran-
cisco, the star receiver has recorded 28 receptions for 407 yards and 
three touchdowns. In a trick play against the Saints, he even threw a 
touchdown pass. Sanders, along with tight end George Kittle, rookie 
receiver Deebo Samuel, and the elite trio of running backs make the 
49ers’ offense a force to be reckoned with. 

However, the defense has played just as big of a part in San Fran-
cisco’s success. The 49er’s defense is currently ranked second behind 
the New England Patriots’. As of Nov. 17, the defense is third in forced 
fumbles with 12, ninth in interceptions with 12, tenth in sacks with 
23, and first in rushing defense, allowing 73.2 yards a game. The 49ers 
defense is led by Richard Sherman, who signed with San Francisco last 

by Quincy Marks
Public Relations Manager

As the winter season of sports commences 
here at LGHS, the girls Varsity soccer team is hard 
at work to make sure their season is one for the 
books. The LGHS girls soccer team figuratively and 
literally kicked off their season with a fantastic 6-0 
win over the Scotts Valley Falcons. The six goals can 
be contributed to a variety of LGHS players. One 
of the three captains, junior Emily Nedom, soared 
past the Falcons defense, scoring an impressive 
two goals. For her first goal, Nedom left the Scotts 
Valley defense in the dust and scored from thirty 
yards out. Nedom’s shot her second goal from the 
edge of the box into Scotts Valley’s net. 

On the other hand, senior captains Isabella 
Scott and Kelli Keady showed off their talents 
and incredible skills, as both triumphed over their 
opponents, scoring one goal each. Next year, Keady 
will continue her athletic career playing for the New 
York University girls soccer team. 

Continuing on the Wildcats’ scoring rampage, 
senior Lizzy Armstrong annihilated the Falcons 
defense and goalie, effortlessly scoring her first 
goal of the season. Overall, the Wildcats scored 
five goals, with the sixth goal being an own goal 
from Scotts Valley. 

Cheer qualifies for Nationals

College Football Playoff showcases rising athletes’ talent
by Revanth Rao
National/World Editor

After 14 weeks of intense action, the College Football Playoff (CFP) 
matchups were set on Sunday, Dec. 8. The CFP, which features the top 
four teams in the country, will pit No. 1 Louisiana State University 
(LSU) vs No. 4 Oklahoma in the Peach Bowl, and No. 2 Ohio State vs 
No. 3 Clemson in the Fiesta Bowl.

Led by senior quarterback Joe Burrow, LSU went undefeated and 
won the Southeastern Conference (SEC) en route to becoming the No. 1 
team in the country. Burrow, in his second year with the program after 
transferring from Ohio State, passed for 4,715 yards and 48 touchdowns 
with a 77.9 completion percentage. Due to his impressive performance 
throughout the season, he is widely considered the frontrunner for 
the Heisman Trophy, which annually recognizes the most outstanding 
player in college football. Along with fellow playmakers JaMarr Chase, 
Clyde Edwards-Hellaire, and Justin Jefferson, LSU scored 47.8 points 
per game in a dominant season.

Sophomore Justin Fields, also a transfer quarterback, came from 
Georgia to guide Ohio State to a Big Ten title and an unbeaten season 
in his first season as a starter. The Buckeye defense was also superb, 

49ers show potential to qualify for 2019 NFL playoffs

as they allowed just over 12 points per game. Coming into the con-
ference championship, Ohio State was ranked No. 1, but fell behind 
to Wisconsin 21-7 early in the conference title game. Despite coming 
back to win in the second half, their shaky performance dropped them 
one spot in the rankings.

Girls soccer kicks off season

offseason. Sherman leads the team with three interceptions this year, 
and linebacker Fred Warner leads the team with 73 tackles.

With the playoffs just around the corner, the 49ers are in great 
shape as they currently lead the NFC. The NFC West has proven to be 
one of the strongest divisions in football, with the 49ers leading the 
10-3 Seattle Seahawks, the 8-5 Los Angeles Rams, and the 3-9-1 Arizona 
Cardinals. The 49ers and the Seahawks will face off in Week 17 in a 
game that will likely determine the NFC West champion.
(Sources: NFL, ESPN)

Clemson, the defending national champions, also went undefeated 
and won the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) championship. Despite 
this, they were consistently ranked behind Ohio State and LSU due 
to a weak schedule which included no ranked opponents all season. 
In addition, a poor showing against a mediocre North Carolina squad 
moved them down the rankings. However, following the game against 
North Carolina, Clemson came on strong and won each remaining game 
by at least 31 points, resulting in a final ranking of No. 3.

Oklahoma is the only team in the CFP with a loss, and comes in 
a cut below the top three. Led by senior transfer quarterback Jalen 
Hurts, Oklahoma finished with a Big 12 title, and a 12-1 record, but 
had some hiccups along the way. On Oct. 26, the Sooners lost to an 
unranked Kansas State team, and had to overcome a 25 point deficit 
to defeat Baylor and avoid a crushing second loss. However, they 
took care of business and beat Baylor for a second time in the Big 12 
championship game to make the CFP.

Both games of the College Football Playoff will occur on Dec. 28, 
and the national championship game will be about two weeks later. 
As both matchups showcase the best teams in the nation, the games 
are sure to be filled with excitement and intrigue. 

At the other end of the field, the Wildcats’ 
defense prohibited the Falcons from scoring. 
Standing her ground, senior Rebekah Delgado, the 
starting goalie for the Wildcats, kept the Falcons 
out of Wildcat territory, leading to a shutout game. 
Among the defensive players, freshman Teagan 
Conklin debuted in her first high school soccer 
game. Other stand-out defensive players included 
junior Blake Brennan, junior Helene Babalis, and 
senior Lainey Engles.  

Starting the season off strong, the Lady Cats 
expect to protect their winning streak and dom-
inate over future opponents. LGHS plays Saint 
Francis on Dec. 14 and Presentation on Dec. 30. 
Regular season games begin on Jan. 10, with LGHS 
facing off against the Saratoga Falcons. With a team 
chock-full of phenomenal players, the girls soccer 
team is looking forward to the rest of its season. 

WE ARE NUMBER ONE: Louisiana State coaches and athletes celebrate their win.

PROUD MOMENT: The team shows off thier 2nd place banner.

PLAY HARD: Baltimore Ravens team members fearlessly charge the 49ers defensive.

SET HIKE: 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garappolo prepares to receive the football.

VAMANOS: LG and Santa Teresa players run to the ball.

THERE IT GOES: The players chase after the airborne ball.

GET IN FORMATION: The Varsity cheer squad strikes a pose.
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GO DEFENSE: The LG Wildcats scramble to defend the net.
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