
by Lucy Holland
Sports Editor
      It’s safe to say that not many fourteen-year-
olds have gotten the chance to travel the world, let 
alone live outside of America, but other cultures and 
countries are no stranger to freshman Jiwoo Hong.

Hong was born in Seoul, South Korea, where she 
attended a Korean school for five years. There, she 
studied Korean and learned about the local culture, 
which she describes as very “respectful and polite.” 
At age five, she moved to Montreal, Canada with 
her parents and younger sister Jisoo, starting at a 
new school and learning French. Hong attended a 
Canadian school for the next six years, where she 
got a foothold in the language. 

After moving to California, her father moved 
back to Korea, so Hong and her sisters visit him there 
constantly. Hong is appreciative for this exposure 
to a new culture, saying that she “gets the best of 
both worlds because going there I have to turn on 
my Korean side of me.”

Now, Hong is a freshman in French 3, and one 
of the most advanced students in the class. She is 
grateful for her French background because she has 
the ability to easily comprehend new material, and 
the conversational aspect is much easier. Hong’s 
ability to transition between three countries and 
three schools is a testament to her character, and 
she attributes her success to her mother. “She’s a 
single mom, and raising three girls is so hard. She 
is always determined and goes all the way, and she 
won’t expect you to meet her halfway.”

In terms of her life in Los Gatos, Hong keeps 
busy, playing a sport every available season of the 
year. Hong decided to join the LGHS field hockey 
team to spend time with her friends, and coming 
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into the team her first time ever playing field 
hockey, Hong superseded her own expectations. As a 
freshman, she was pulled up to play with the Varsity 
team during CCS. She especially enjoyed this part 
of the season because of the new atmosphere she 
experienced. “These practices were definitely more 
intense because there was nobody else to distract 
me and everyone was so focused and determined,” 
she explained. Hong also plans to play soccer this 
winter and lacrosse in the spring. She is excited to 
meet new people this soccer season and learn more 
about the sport of lacrosse. 

by Sasha Ryu
Sports Editor 

One would probably think it is safe to assume the average six-
teen-year-old would not have five sizable tanks and an artificial 
pond filled with dozens upon dozens of exotic sea creatures at their 
house, but, as anyone who knows him can tell you, junior Giancarlo 
Golotti is not your average sixteen-year-old. 

When Golotti and his twin brother were only five years old, 
their father agreed to buy them their first fish. The experience was 
particularly meaningful to Giancarlo, in that it helped introduce him 
to his great passion for the study and rearing of tropical fish and 
sea life. Throughout his childhood, Golotti continued to accumulate 
more and more pet fish. However, it was not until he entered his 
freshman year at LGHS that he became dedicated to exploring this 
interest in marine life. 

With the help of his father, Golotti began visiting pet stores across 
the Bay Area, purchasing the most outrageous breeds of fish he could 
get his hands on. His collection began to expand at what seemed like 
an exponential rate. Soon enough, he realized there was not going 
to be enough room for all of his fish to fit in just one tank. In the 
two years that followed (much to his mother’s objections), Golotti 
has assembled a collection of well over one hundred fish, inhabiting 
five enormous tanks, as well as a small artificial pond that Golotti 
recently installed in his backyard. 

To this day, Golotti’s small colony of sea life continues to grow 
rapidly in size. This is in part due to the fact that Golotti regularly 
attends cichlid conventions in San Francisco, where he often takes 
the opportunity to buy a couple new fish to bring home. However, 
the true cause of the tremendous size of his collection traces back to 
Golotti’s ardent commitment to allowing his fish to breed with each 
other the way they naturally would in the wild. 

To Golotti, being able to observe the fishes’ behavior over long 
periods of time is one of the most enjoyable aspects of being a col-
lector. “Watching them, to me, is very therapeutic. I spend so much 
time studying their behavior, to the point where I’ve been able to 
figure out how they communicate with one another. They all have a 
lot of personality. Sometimes you can get them to hand feed. Some-
times you can pet them” Golotti stated. When he graduates next 
year, Golotti hopes to major in Ichthyology – the branch of zoology 
that deals with fish. 

Golotti’s love and dedication to his pets is immediately recogniz-
able through the thoughtful research he puts into their care. From 
growing special aquatic plants in his garden, to cultivating anaerobic 
bacteria colonies, he truly does everything in his power to ensure that 

his fish have enjoyable lives. “One of the biggest misconceptions I 
see is the [notion] that ‘fish are the easiest pets to have.’ In reality, 
you need to know the right tank size for your fish, do extensive 
research on the nitrogen cycle and find the right bacteria to keep 
the water from being diluted with toxic compounds. It takes a 
lot to keep fish alive for their full lifespan” Golotti explained. 

At such a young age, Golotti was lucky enough to discover 
his true passion in life. What’s even more impressive is that he 
didn’t take that revelation for granted, and, going forward, made 
it a point to pursue his dream every chance that he could. He 
fosters a deep appreciation for science and nature, as well as an 
unwavering commitment to the things he loves most. With such 
strong quality of character, Golotti is bound to find a future filled 
with incredible success.

by Jackie King
People Editor

Whether you know her as Natty, Big Nat Wildcat, or just Natalie, 
the exuberant sophomore Natalie Anthony can always be seen around 
campus with a smile on her face. This star athlete continues to make 
her presence known, excelling in two sports and making many close 
friends along the way. 

Anthony began her volleyball career in sixth grade and has never 
stopped due to her love for the sport and the people it has helped 
her meet. She earned a spot on the LGHS Varsity volleyball team as a 
freshman and continued to play as a starting player this year. Play-
ing as an outside, Anthony’s success was vital to the team, and she 
helped lead them to a NorCal Championship for the first time since 
the 1980s, allowing them to move on to secure second place in the 
state. Anthony explains that the team “was a lot more bonded this 
season than last season just because we were together for a longer 
time,” which she believes contributed to their success. In addition 
to the LGHS team, Anthony also participates in volleyball outside of 
school at Vision Volleyball Club. She explains that she does not enjoy 

club volleyball as much as the school team because, although she loves 
all the girls, her club team is “a different environment; it’s a lot more 
competitive for playing time and college recruitment stuff,” making 
it a more stressful experience than the high school team.

Anthony also shines in basketball, again making the Varsity team 
and starting as a freshman. When asked about the LGHS basketball 
community, she excitedly stated that “the basketball team is the 
epitome of what you can dream of a team being.” After Anthony 
made it to state finals, their head basketball coach, Matthew Holm, 
insisted that the team would drive down to support them. Anthony 
explained how no other team would do that, demonstrating how close 
the girls and coaches truly are, which is something Anthony cherishes. 
As volleyball season has come to an end, Anthony is ready to put on 
her baggy shorts and get to work, hoping to secure a league title after 
coming in second last season. 

During the school day, Anthony enjoys her Spanish 2 class taught 
by Liv Johnson, whom she says is “the best teacher [she] has ever 
had…she’s amazing.” Anthony is also taking Graphic Design as her 
elective, but as she is “incredibly unartistic,” she finds it challenging. 

It is no secret that Natalie Anthony dominates in the sports world, 
and anyone who has met her knows she can go far with all her talent. 
Outside of school and sports, Anthony is a social butterfly and never 
fails to put a smile on others’ faces, so be sure to look out for her if 
you are ever in need of a laugh. 

Hong succeeds on her focky team
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by Liam Hoole
Media Production Editor

While walking through the main hall of 
LGHS, you may catch a glimpse of a delightfully 
charismatic student leaving the theater after 
a long day of rehearsal, and it’s a safe bet to 
assume you saw Kadin Abbott. Abbott is an 
LGHS senior whom you will rarely find outside 
of a one-mile radius of the school theater and 
recently performed in the student-directed 
performances, Dramatic Desserts. 

Abbott kicked off his high school theater 
career by creating costumes for the freshman 
musical and the play the following year, where-
after he auditioned for the school musical. From 
then on he continued to audition for plays 
and musicals while simultaneously exploring 
opportunities outside of school, such as the 
professional production of “A Christmas Carol” 
at Northside Theater Company, which he is 
currently taking part in. He describes partak-
ing in an out-of-school production versus a 
school production as being considerably more 
nerve-wracking during auditions, and he also 
mentioned how much he enjoys acting among 
his close friends during school. Abbott enjoys 
playing energetic roles on stage, such as his role 
as the dentist in the Los Altos Youth Theater 
production of “Little Shop of Horrors.”

“Being able to play passionate roles that 
have a lot of emotions are probably my favor-
ite,” said Abbott. He admits that while the time 
commitment is difficult, his favorite part about 
theater is the opportunity to perform and hang 
out with all of his friends while also bonding 
with new people, which, to him, makes it all 

Abbott shines on the stage 
worth it. When asked how he balances theater and 
school Abbott responded with, “I kinda don’t, but I 
try my best during rehearsal to do my homework.” 
He emphasized the ability to time manage and fit 
things in whenever possible, a skill that you might 
often find in seasoned actors. When rehearsal is over 
and all his homework is completed, Abbott enjoys 
playing video games, going to the park, and hanging 
out with his friends, many of whom enjoy the same 
after school activities. 

Abbott is an incredibly passionate and hard-
working student who continuously tries his best in 
everything he does with a beaming smile across his 
face. You can be confident that in years to come 
Abbott will be performing in sold-out productions 
and captivating ecstatic audiences.
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Anthony dominates in two sports and makes many close friends

Golotti gets involved in fishy business 

Even though she’s only a freshman at LGHS, 
Hong has certainly made her mark. From her intel-
ligence to her athletic side to her kind demeanor, 
she is truly a uniquely gifted individual. If you’re 
ever in need of a French tutor or seeking out travel 
advice, look no further than the sports fields of LGHS 
for freshman Jiwoo Hong.


