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Khamenei faces protesters
By Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor 

Protests began in Iran on Nov. 15 in response 
to price hikes for gas, but have since expanded to 
encompass a broader set of grievances, chief among 
them being government corruption. Iran has 
since cracked down on the protestors, prompting 
international outrage. 

by Madeline King
Editor-in-Chief

An independent international audit of Bolivia’s 
disputed October election revealed “deliberate” 
and “malicious” efforts to rig the vote in favor of 
then-president Evo Morales. The Organization of 
American States’ (OAS) findings, released Thurs., 
Dec. 5, stated that “deliberate actions to manipulate 
the result of the election” make it “impossible to 
validate” the official results. Morales fled to Mexico 
after the military urged him to resign on Nov. 10, 
after the OAS’s initial report and amid violent 
national protests. Morales’s party has since voted 
to annul the vote and will hold a new election in 
which Morales is banned from running. 

Morales escapes to Mexico

FRAUD NO MORE: Bolivians protest Morales’ electoral fraud.

FIRE AND FURY: Iranians protest gas price increases.

Transport for London voids Uber’s operating license
by Revanth Rao
National/World Editor

In a monumental decision, Transport for London (TfL) revoked 
Uber’s license to operate in London on Nov. 25. While Uber is still 
allowed to operate in its largest European market for the time 
being due to an appeal, TfL’s second such ruling in three years is 
an ominous sign for Uber.

Despite the seemingly permanent nature of the revocation of 
an operating license, a similar incident occurred just two years 
ago. Due to a series of security issues, TfL refused to give Uber a 
license to operate in London in Sept. 2017. In particular, Uber’s 
lack of adequate background checks, unwillingness to report alle-
gations against drivers, and its software that prevented government 
officials from sharing rides were especially problematic. However, 
after Uber appealed the decision and its CEO Dara Khosrowshahi 
promised to work with TfL to deliver a better product, TfL gave 
Uber a 15-month license, which was later extended by two months 
to November. However, the goodwill ended after more issues 
popped up for Uber.

According to TfL, a change in Uber’s technology gave unau-
thorized drivers the ability to pick up customers as if they were 
authorized by Uber by uploading their pictures to the Uber app. 

This led to over 14,000 uninsured trips, some which were driven by 
people without proper licenses. Dismissed and suspended drivers 
were also able to drive passengers by following a similar process. In 

addition, Uber experienced issues outside of London; for example, 
a scammer in Australia became a registered driver by uploading a 
photo of a different registered driver. Due to this vast array of issues, 
TfL ultimately stated they “can’t be confident” in Uber’s ability to 
protect customers.

While TfL’s action against Uber may be devastating for the 
company if upheld, a bigger concern for Uber is the precedent 
this decision may set. Uber has already received backlash from the 
US House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure for its 
inadequate background checks. In addition, a report published by 
Uber itself disclosed almost 6,000 reports of sexual assault in the 
US, with both riders and drivers perpetrating the assaults at nearly 
equal levels. Considering San Francisco, New York, and Los Angeles 
are three of Uber’s five largest markets, and the United States as a 
whole is Uber’s most prominent and profitable market, the issue of 
safety combined with TfL’s decision could lead to a debate within 
the House Committee.

Thanks to an appeal, Uber will still be able to do business in 
London for the time being, and may never have to leave the city. 
However, the larger issues of driver and passenger safety are still 
looming and remain major concerns for Uber.
(Sources: CNBC, CNN, BBC, Bloomberg)
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NERDS UNITE: Khosrowshahi speaks at TechCrunch Disrupt SF 2018.

North Korea develops “utopia town” in Samjiyon County
By Sofia Rossi
National/World Editor

North Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un unveiled a new 
self-proclaimed “utopia” town in Samjiyon County on Dec. 3. Years of 
construction and government funding amount to housing for 4,000 
families, luxury facilities, ski slopes, and a winter sports training 
facility. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), one of North Korea’s 
propaganda outlets, released a statement saying Kim “worked heart 
and soul to turn Samjiyon County, the sacred place of the revolution, 
into the utopia town under socialism.” 

Kim appeared at the Township of Samjiyon County’s ribbon cutting 
ceremony where thousands of North Korean citizens and military per-
sonnel gathered to attend the grand opening. Some carried banners BEAUTIFUL VIEWS: Mount Paektu sits on the North Korean border.

reading, “Long live the great leader of the force of our party and 
country, comrade Kim Jong-un” and other commendations. Fireworks 
and dance performances characterised the elaborate ceremony.

Amidst rigid United Nations (UN) sanctions over North Korea’s bal-
listic and nuclear missile programs, the project aims to attract tourists 
and increase the country’s hard currency. The construction replaced 
a preexisting town, from which laborers remodelled many of the new 
buildings. Forced labor allegedly made up much of the construction, 
with workers and electricity diverted to the town from neighboring 
areas. Members of the Korean People’s Army allocated resources to 
fund the town’s development.

The project’s location in Samjiyon Country places it in close prox-
imity to Mount Paektu, a dormant volcano shared with China. The land 
serves as a sacred symbol of the North Korean Revolution and is the 
birthplace of Kim’s late father, Kim Jong-il. Kim has shown specific 
interest in the area, and took at least two symbolic horse rides to 
Mount Paektu’s summit in the past year. 

The residence at Samjiton County is an uncharacteristic display 
of luxury and riches compared to the rest of the country. According 
to the National Committee on North Korea, as well as accounts from 
defectors of the regime, many North Korean people suffer from an 
insufficient supply of food, running water, electricity, and other basic 
necessities. In “one of the world’s most repressive states,” according 
to Human Rights Watch, citizens are subject to a variety of human 
rights violations; a UN report revealed “the [North Korean] government 
committed crimes against humanity, including extermination, murder, 
enslavement, torture, imprisonment, rape and other forms of sexual 
violence, and forced abortion.”

The Iranian government announced increases 
in fuel prices of up to 300 percent, inciting people 
to take to the streets. The protests quickly turned 
into anti-government movements, with videos 
showing people shouting “down with Khame-
nei,” referring to the county’s Supreme Leader, 
Ayatollah Khamenei. The government responded 
to the protests by shutting down the internet in 
the “largest internet shutdown ever observed in 
Iran,” according to Oracle’s Internet Intelligence, 
even more widespread than when access was cut 
off in 2009 due to protests. 

As a result of the blackout, little information 
came in or out of the country, and fears were on 
the rise about the conditions there. Those fears 
were confirmed when the government enabled 
internet access again. Amnesty International 
called the government’s response a “bloody 
clampdown.” In a statement last Thursday, a 
State Department official said that “it appears 

the regime could have murdered over 1,000 Iranian 
citizens since the protests began,” including a dozen 
or more children. Additionally, the US believes that 
over 7,000 people have been imprisoned. This is a 
massive escalation compared to the Green Movement 
in 2009 when the Iranian government allegedly 
killed 72 protestors. 

Last Friday, the United Nations said they were 
in possession of “verified video footage [that] indi-
cates severe violence was used against protesters, 
including armed members of security forces shooting 
from the roof of a justice department building in 
one city, and from helicopters in another.” Secu-
rity forces were “shooting to kill,” aiming at the 
vital organs of unarmed protestors. Khameni has 
called the protestors “martyrs,” and went on state 
television to blame opponents and foreign enemies 
for “sabotage.”

The United States has voiced it’s support for the 
protestors, with multiple prominent Iranian-Ameri-
ans speaking in solidarity with the movement. The 
White House released a statement supporting “the 
Iranian people in their peaceful protests against the 
regime that is supposed to lead them.” In addition to 
“condemn[ing] the lethal force and severe commu-
nications restrictions used against demonstrators.”
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post, New York Times, 
Aljazeera, Reuters)

POWER COUPLE: Putin and Kim meet for Russia-North Korean talks.

DICTATORS DISCUSS: Khamenei meets with Vladimir Putin.

MEET AND GREET: Putin and Morales discuss collaboration.

Morales, a former coca farmer, first took office 
in 2006 as the country’s first indiginous presi-
dent. During his 14 years in office, he lifted mil-
lions of Bolivians out of poverty and made major 
advancements in civil rights while improving the 
economy. In the October election, he stood for 
president despite a 2016 referendum that voted 
down a proposal to allow him to run for a fourth  
consecutive term.

The OAS reported “a series of malicious oper-
ations aimed at altering the will expressed at the 
polls,” including “changes in the minutes and the 
falsification of the signatures of poll officials,” as 

well as the use of two hidden computer servers 
not controlled by officials at the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal, opening the data for manipulation. 

The election’s initial results awarded Morales 
with an unprecedented fourth term in office, 
defying constitutional term limits Morales himself 
set. However, an unexplained delay in vote count 
ignited waves of protests across major Bolivian 
cities, resulting in at least 30 deaths during 
clashes between protesters and security forces. 

The protests arose after the electoral board’s 
decision to stop counting votes when it appeared 
Morales would not earn a large enough margin of 
victory to avoid a runoff. When the final count 
resumed the following day, the remaining votes 
overwhelmingly supported Morales, a sudden 
change OAS officials called “statistically unlikely.” 
Morales described vote rigging accusations as a 
political hit, accusing the OAS of being “in the 
service of the North American empire.”

The interim president, former conservative 
senator Jeanine Áñez, called the OAS findings 
“frightening,” and stated that Morales should 
face prosecution if he decides to return to the 
country. Since its installment, the interim govern-
ment has moved to suppress Morales’s supporters 
and prosecute top election officials accused of 
election fraud, as well as moving to elect a new 
electoral board.
(Sources: The Guardian, NYT, BBC)

North Korea also faces global criticism for their ever-growing 
nuclear missile program. Kim has demanded that the US offer nuclear 
concessions before the end of the year, or face consequences. North 
Korean Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Ri Thae-song said on Dec. 3, 
“What gift the US receives for Christmas depends entirely on the U.S.’ 
decision,” reported KCNA. 
(Sources: BBC, WP, NYT, Taipei Times, National Committee on North 
Korea, Human Rights Watch)
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