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Dolphin hunting begins in Japan despite global outrage
by Jackie King
People Editor

Taiji Cove has again become a hunting ground for marine mammals, 
with Japan’s annual hunt having begun on Sept. 1 despite continued 
international outrage. Japan has a history of whaling, and Taiji Cove 
residents have been perfecting their techniques since the 1600s. 
The hunting season, or Drive Hunt, will continue until February for 
dolphins and the end of April for whales. 

Each year, a select group of fishermen captures hundreds of marine 
mammals, most prominently bottlenose and striped dolphins. They do 
so by first locating a pod and banging metal pipes in strategic places 
to disrupt the dolphins’ sonar and navigation skills, allowing the 
fishermen to push the selected pod into Taiji Cove. The dolphins are 
then closed off by fishermen’s nets, preventing their escape. Captured 
animals are either sold or killed.

The Japanese government now only allows dolphins to be killed 
in a certain way. According to the Guardian, “The fishermen push a 
sharp metal spike into the dolphins’ necks just behind the blowholes, 
which is supposed to sever the spinal cord and produce an instant 
‘humane’ death. The fishermen then push dowel-like wooden corks 
into the wounds to prevent their blood from spilling into the cove.” 
According to Senzo Uchida, the executive secretary of the Japan Ceta-
cean Conference on Zoological Gardens and Aquariums, this method 

kills the dolphins in seconds, but a 2011 veterinarian analysis of video 
footage of dolphins being killed this way concluded that in some cases 
death can take over four minutes.

Murdered dolphins are disassembled and have their meat and 
blubber sold. Those kept alive are sold to resorts and marine parks 
around the world as “rescued” animals, making these places seem 
more humane and allowing for better marketing. Taiji’s fishermen can 
sell these mammals to brokers for about 8,000 dollars apiece. A fully 
trained dolphin can be sold for over 40 thousand dollars overseas or 

about 20 thousand dollars in Japan. In 2015, the World Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) banned any transfer of dolphins that 
came from Taiji, Japan, but these marine animals are still easily sold 
to corporations and “swimming with dolphins” resorts that do not 
belong to WAZA. 

In the 2015-16 Drive Hunt, there was a 426 bottlenose dolphin 
quota, but the fishermen were only able to capture 104 and kill 66. 
For the striped dolphin, the quota was 450, but they ended up killing 
all 290 dolphins that they captured. However, these numbers only 
show the number of animals killed by driving them into Taiji Cove 
and do not account for dolphins and other species that were killed 
using other methods.

In 2007, Japan claimed that they killed 1,239 animals in total. The 
Earth Island Institute, Surfers for Cetaceans, and Dolphins Project Inc., 
contests the number supplied by the Japanese, stating that the number 
of porpoises and dolphins killed per year is drastically higher than 
what Japan claims: probably around 25 thousand total deaths per year. 

Despite the work of countless activist groups, the 2019-20 hunting 
season recently began with an extremely high quota, allowing the 26 
fisherman with government permits to kill over 1,400 dolphins and 
300 whales this season alone, not including others that will be killed 
using other methods, without a permit, or in other countries.
(Sources: ABC News, The Guardian, BBC)TRAGIC END: Dolphins lie slaughtered on a dock in the Faroe Islands in 2006.

COM: Christmas Island offers haven for diverse wildlife
by Cooper Bowen
National/World Editor

As a majestic paradise rising out of the Indian Ocean, Christmas 
Island is home to an eclectic abundance of flora and fauna found 
nowhere else in the world. Although not technically a country (Christ-
mas Island is an external Australian territory), it is recognized globally 
for its natural beauty and ecological diversity.

Captain William Mynors of the Royal Mary, an English East India 
Company vessel, named the island in 1643 when he sailed past it on 
Christmas Day. However, Christmas Island wasn’t settled until the late 
18th century, and has barely over one thousand residents today. The 
island is anything but homogenous, however, with many cultures and 

ethnicities converging to create its unique identity; several languages 
are commonly used throughout the island, including Malay, various 
Chinese dialects, and English.

Two-thirds of Christmas Island is a national park, offering a refuge 
to dozens of rare and endangered animals and plants. The island is well 
known for its biological diversity, and having been uninhabited until 
the last century, many species evolved without any human interference. 
A dense monsoonal rainforest home to 135 plant species covers much 
of the island, and includes over a dozen plants found nowhere else in 
the world. Walking trails wind through the forest, offering miles of 
adventure and sightseeing opportunities.

Christmas Island is most famous for its annual red crab migration, 
in which tens of millions of crabs abandon their burrows deep in the 
shady rainforest and flock to the coast, where they mate and spawn. 
This migration is one of the natural wonders of the world, resulting in 
stunning videos and pictures of countless bright red crabs coating the 
forest floor during their journey. The crabs have to cross several roads 
on their way to the sea, which is a driving hazard as their exoskeletons 
can puncture car wheels and cause accidents if crushed. In response, 
park rangers set up aluminum crab fences to funnel the crabs towards 
small underpasses called crab grids, ensuring both crab and human 
safety. A significant number of coconut crabs, which can grow up 
to three feet in length and weigh up to 9 pounds, making them the 
largest arthropod in the world, also live on the island.

Christmas Island is home to a diverse range of bird species due to 
its location near the equator, and serves as a breeding and resting site. 
The island is considered an Important Bird Area because it supports 
ten endemic species and subspecies, as well as over one percent of 
the global populations of five other seabirds. Birdwatching is one of 
the most popular tourist attractions on the island, with the potential 
to spot the rarest booby and frigate birds in the world: the Christmas 
Island frigatebird, which has nesting areas on the shore terraces in 
the northeastern part of the island, and the Abbott’s booby, which 
nests in tall rainforest trees throughout the island, the only nesting 
location left for this bird in the world.
(Sources: Wikipedia, Christmas Island Tourism Association)PARADISE ISLAND: Waves roll over a sandy beach on the Christmas Island coast.

Venice inundated by flood
by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Designer

Facing the greatest flood in nearly 50 years, with 
water levels as high as 6.2 feet above sea level and 
80 percent of the city underwater, Venice declared 
a state of emergency. High tide, combined with 
strong winds, contributed to the damage of many of 
Venice’s historic landmarks on the night of Nov. 13. 

The iconic St. Mark’s Basilica, along with other 
churches, libraries, and palaces, suffered permanent 
structural damage from the catastrophic flood. Not 
only did the flood batter the buildings, but it also 
wreaked havoc on Venetians. Displaced gondolas 
lay on dry land while furniture and mattresses were 
strewn far from their homes. Although the water 
has receded, trash now litters the streets of Venice,  
and the city is potentially facing up to 1.1 billion 
euros in damage. 

“This is the result of climate change,” said city 
mayor Luigi Brugnaro. Venetians are seeing the 
number of floods in recent years grow exponentially, 
from thirteen exceptionally high tides since 2000, to 
four floods in the week of Nov. 11 alone. The rising 
sea levels, combined with more frequent storms, are 
contributing to the peril of the Venetians. “Having 
four such events in one week is unprecedented, not 

by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor

The Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Net-
anyahu, was indicted on charges of bribery, fraud, 
and breach of trust on Nov. 21. Israel currently 
faces incredible polarization after two inconclu-
sive elections since April and is now likely headed 
towards a third, although the country is now in 
uncharted territory.  

Netanyahu is Israel’s longest-serving Prime 
Minister, and leader of the right-wing Likud Party. 
The cases on which Netanyahu was indicted are 
known as 1,000, 2,000, and 4,000. Case 1,000 
alleges that Netanyahu “received various high-
value benefits” from an Israeli Hollywood film 
producer and an Australian billionaire, such as 
cigars and champagne collectively worth around 
$264,100, “while at the same time undertaking 
actions favourable” to the film producer.          

Case 2,000 claims that Netanhayu had some 
part in directing positive coverage of himself in 
the press. The two newspapers with some of the 
largest viewership in Israel are Yedioth Ahronoth 
and Israel Hayom. The latter is mostly friendly 
towards Netanyahu and is owned to some extent 
by Sheldon Adelson, a major donator to the 
Republican party in America and personal friend 
of Netanyahu. Arnon Mozes, a controlling share-
holder of a media group that publishes Yedioth 
Ahronoth – a newspaper that is largely critical of 
the prime minister – is also involved. Netanyahu 
and Mozes “discussed positive changes in the 
press coverage” in exchange for Netanyahu urging 
Adelson to limit circulation of Israel Hayom. The 
Attorney General also charged Mozes with bribery. 

Case 4,000 concerns “an illegal arrangement 
between Mr. Netanyahu and Shaul Elovitch, owner 
of the news and media website Walla.” The Prime 

Minister allegedly offered favors to Elovitch in 
exchange for positive coverage. In addition to 
Mozes, Elovitch was also charged with bribery. 

While announcing the indictments, Attor-
ney General Avichai Mandelblit said that Israel 
is “a country where no one is above the law.” 
Netanyahu has denied all of the allegations, 
claiming he is the victim of a “witch hunt,” and 
called for the citizens of Israel to “investigate 
the investigators.” While Netanyahu is not 
legally required to leave office, the cases against 
him may make it more difficult for him to stay 
in power. Additionally, being prime minister 
gives him certain legal privileges, adding even 
more incentive for him to want to stay in power. 

The Knesset just ended its 21-day grace 
period where any member, if they can form a 
majority coalition, would be appointed prime 
minister by the president. If, by Dec. 11, no 
one was able to form a majority coalition, the 
Knesset will be dissolved and new elections 
would be held in early March of 2020. 
(Sources: NYT, The Guardian, BBC, WP, The 
Times of Israel)
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SERIOUS STROLL: Netanyahu and Putin at a parade.

just because of the severity of it, but also because 
they have been so frequent,” explained environmen-
tal economist Shouro Dasgupta. 

Additionally, many citizens blame govern-
ment corruption and inefficiency surrounding the 
Mose project, a multi-billion euro investment that 
involved building a sea barrier to protect the city. 
After nearly 50 years of project planning, the engi-
neers have nothing to show for their work. Initially 
projected to be completed in 2019, planners pushed 
the deadline to 2021.

The frequent flooding in recent years has put a 
strain on Venetians and their tourism business, and 
many question if the unpredictable floods outweigh 
the benefits of staying in the city. Venice has seen 
a steady decline in residency, with its central city 
population down by a third in comparison to a 
decade ago. The floods could also put a dent in the 
money the city makes from the 30 million tourists 
that flock to the canals annually. Specifically, for 
citizens on the island of Pellestrina, dealing with 
“acqua alta,” or high water, which is already an 
annual annoyance, but as the intensity of the floods 
increase, Venice may experience an exodus of not 
only its citizens, but tourists as well.
(Sources: NBC News, NPR)

HEAVEN IS A PLACE ON EARTH: Venice’s picturesque buildings look over the canals that wind through the sinking city.

SCUTTLE AWAY: A red crab makes the long journey from the forest to the coast.
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