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by Austin Yung
Editor-in-Chief

Without any type of fundraiser event, Andrew Yang accomplished 
a huge feat over the Thanksgiving break, raising over two million 
dollars within a week. Most notably, Yang raised 750 thousand dollars 
on Nov. 30, with over 18 thousand donations that day averaging 45 
dollars per donation. However, Politico mentioned Yang’s fundraising 
was quite unusual as “it wasn’t tied to any typical big fundraising 
event like a debate or end-of-quarter push, other than the end of the 

Andrew Yang raises numerous funds over Thanksgiving
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by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor 

Over the summer, a scandal involving a Navy SEAL accused of war 
crimes broke into the public discourse. Although the military justice 
system acquitted Edward Gallagher, they still demoted him, but Pres-
ident Trump personally took interest in the case, leading to a conflict 
between the military and the commander-in-chief. 

Gallagher’s own platoon accused him of shooting civilians – an 
unarmed old man and a young girl wearing a flower-print hijab out 
on the streets with her friends – while on tour in Iraq in 2017. In 
addition, he fatally stabbed a sedated teenage ISIS fighter who was 
receiving medical attention, then threatened to kill any SEALs who 
reported him. These were only the most prominent allegations against 
him. Allegations from within the SEALs are rare, as members rarely 
testify against their own. 

In July, Gallagher was acquitted of war crimes, but was demoted 
for taking a photo with the corpse of the ISIS fighter. In text mes-
sages, he captioned the photo with, “Good story behind this, got him 
with my hunting knife.” The acquittal came after the witness who 
had originally accused Gallagher of killing the unarmed ISIS member 
admitted on the stand that he had done it himself. The prosecution 
claimed that the witness had lied in order to protect Gallagher, but 
the jury acquitted him nonetheless.   

Gallagher’s case has been championed by conservative media, 
beginning on talk radio and making its way up to Fox News. After 
segments on Fox and Friends, Trump voiced his support for Gallagher 

and other members of the military who had similarly been accused of 
war crimes. After he was acquitted, Trump tweeted, “Congratulations 
to Navy Seal Eddie Gallagher, his wonderful wife Andrea, and his entire 
family. You have been through much together. Glad I could help!” 
Additionally, Trump, defied the military panel that demoted Gallagher, 
restoring Gallagher’s SEAL status and reversing his demotion. 

On Nov. 20, in defiance of Trump’s decision, leadership at the Navy 
publicly announced that an internal peer-review board would deliberate 
as to whether Gallagher would be able to retain his Trident pin, which 
indicates membership in the SEALs. Trump denounced the board’s 
investigation, tweeting: “The Navy will NOT be taking away Warfighter 
and Navy Seal Eddie Gallagher’s Trident Pin. This case was handled very 

Navy SEAL charged with illegally slaughtering civilians
badly from the beginning. Get back to business!” Trump additionally 
has been overheard talking about campaigning with Gallagher and 
two other members of the military whom he pardoned for murder. 

Navy Secretary Richard Spencer remarked that a tweet is not an 
official order. Defense Secretary Mark Esper then fired Spencer on Nov. 
24 for allegedly going behind his back. In a letter acknowledging his 
firing, Spencer said, “I cannot in good conscience obey an order that 
I believe violates the sacred oath I took in the presence of my family, 
my flag and my faith to support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.” It remains to be seen if Gallagher will lose his Trident. 
(Sources: Forbes, Axios, NYT, NBC, CNN, NPR)

PRIZED POSSESION: Gallagher may lose his Trident, which is given to Navy SEALS.

by Lexi Kupor
People Editor

The Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) recently released the results of 
their 2018 exam administered to 600,000 15-year-
olds worldwide. The test, conducted triannually, 
reached 4,800 teenagers from 215 American 
schools. Though the US has dedicated decades 
to the improvement of its national educational 
system, new findings prove that their efforts have 
not come to full fruition.

Sen. Harris ends campaign 
by Esther Sun
News Editor

Senator Kamala Harris announced her exit from 
the 2020 presidential race on Tues., Dec. 3, citing 
financial troubles as the cause for her withdrawal.

“My campaign for president simply doesn’t have 
the financial resources we need to continue,” Harris 
wrote in an email to supporters and a Medium post. 
“But I want to be clear with you: I am still very much 
in this fight. And I will keep fighting every day for 
what this campaign has been about. Justice for The 
People. All the people.”

As an African-American and South Asian woman, 
Harris broke barriers in gaining significant traction 
as a prominent Democratic candidate. She defied the 
traditional image of a US presidential candidate as 
being a white man, and her withdrawal has resulted 
in an even smaller chance of nominating a person 
of color for the Democratic candidacy and electing 
him or her to the presidency. Harris is the most 
high-profile contender so far to bow out of the 
Democratic race.

Experts point to several notable missteps in 
Harris’s campaign that ultimately contributed to 
its collapse. The most often-mentioned one is her 
lack of definitive ideological positioning: vacillating 
between progressive and moderate policy stances 
without sending a clear campaign message. 

Some experts have also pointed to disunity 
within Harris’s campaign staff, which reportedly had 
split into factions based on age/generation, beliefs 
about whether or not Harris should downplay her 
past as a prosecutor, and location (Harris planted her 
campaign headquarters in Baltimore, but also relied 
on key advisors in Northern California).

What may come as a surprise to some is the 
shortage of significant backing from black voters 
for the two major black candidates: Harris and New 
Jersey Senator Cory Booker. Experts have ascribed 

American results across reading topics have 
seen little change since the start of the twen-
ty-first century. Even with reading scores slightly 
above the averages of counterpart countries, 
nearly 20 percent of American participants exhib-
ited reading levels less advanced than those of a 
ten-year-old. Nations such as Singapore, Canada, 
Finland, and Ireland all displayed greater language 

Harris’s and Booker’s difficulties with the Afri-
can-American ethnic voting bloc to concerns about 
their electability, authenticity, and campaign 
styles. On the other hand, according to a report 
by Buttigieg pollster Katie Connelly, “the affinity 
voters in these groups feel for Joe Biden is deep 
and strong, rooted in his relationship with Barack 
Obama, who is the ultimate validator.”

“Kamala’s presence in the race helped blaze a 
trail for the next generation of women of color,” 
said Aimee Allison, founder and executive director 
of She The People. “She ran a competitive cam-
paign that has forced us to re-think what it means 
to be electable.”
(Sources: NY Times, Twitter, CNN, Politico, Medium)

PICTURE DAY: Harris poses for her official Senate picture.

American teens test poorly 
skills than the United States, with Japan, Australia, 
and the United Kingdom performing similarly to 
American teenagers.

Even more grim was America’s performance in 
mathematics; United States participants scored 
below the average for the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), the corpo-
ration that administers the test. While the OECD 
average for a score equating to a level five or higher 
in mathematics reaches 11 percent, only eight 
percent of American participants performed to this 
level, while countries such as China and Singapore 
displayed 44 percent and 37 percent achievement 
rates, respectively.

In the social sphere, the United States exhibited 
a particularly notable trend; the gap in exam scores 
between socio-economically advantaged and disad-
vantaged students reached a remarkable 99 score 
points, while the OECD average sits at 89. Of top 
scorers in the reading section, only four percent are 
socio-economically disadvantaged, while over one 
quarter are reported to be advantaged under OECD 
standards. A gender-based analysis also concluded 
that while male students outperformed females in 
mathematics, girls performed better on the reading 
section by an even greater margin.

These underwhelming results come after exten-
sive funding and research centered around academic 
programs such as the new Common Core standards. 
However, variations in teacher training and instruc-
tional materials across American school campuses 
may account for the program’s ineffectiveness, 
Daniel Koretz from the Harvard School of Education 
remarked to the New York Times. Targeting recent 
immigrants or impoverished families and providing 
translation and social services may help alleviate 
its functioning.
(Sources: The New York Times, Programme for Inter-
national Student Assessment)

REFORM CHAMPION: Obama signs an eduction reform bill.

EMOTIONAL EMBRACE: Gallagher hugs his wife after his trial and acquittal.

month. Other campaigns have also launched fundraising pleas to raise 
large amounts of money, threatening to drop out if they don’t hit that 
total, but Yang’s campaign made no such pitch.” Instead, Yang simply 
reached out to his following online. Yang’s campaign plans to utilize 
these funds to expand staffing in order to gain a larger following in 
early primary states such as Iowa and New Hampshire. 

However, Yang didn’t stop there, as he met the December debate 
requirements two days before the deadline, which he previously alluded 
to on Twitter: “Let’s just say I’ve already booked my tickets to LA for 
the next debate.” Yang has met his donor goal of 200 thousand unique 
contributors, and recently started polling four percent nationally 
thanks to the New Quinnipiac University National poll. Aside from 
Yang, candidates Warren, Buttigieg, Biden, Sanders, and Klobuchar 
have also qualified.

In order to raise his polling numbers, Yang held several fundraisers 
across the country, most notably in Chicago and Dallas. In Chicago, 
Yang taped an episode of the Axe Files with host David Axelrod, and 
then held a sold-out rally at the University of Illinois on Dec. 5. Yang 
then held another rally in Dallas on Dec. 6, where people from all over 
the state came to meet him; some supporters even drove for hours just 
to attend the event. 

With the primaries approaching, it’s also important to note that 
California and Texas – the two most populous states – moved their 
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primaries up to Super Tuesday on Mar. 5. As the most populated state, 
California now wields significantly more power in the primary election, 
as it hasn’t voted this early in the process since 2008. In addition, 
California’s early-voting system means citizens will vote at the same 
time as Iowa’s citizens head to caucus, allowing them to wield more 
political influence. UC Berkeley political science professor Rob Van 
Houweling mentioned that, “With California and Texas going that early, 
Latino votes will probably be weighted more heavily.” 

Yang and the other Democratic candidates have a lot of work ahead 
of them as they continue to sway the populace of the early states and 
the Super Tuesday states.  

BIG BUCKS: Andrew Yang hosts a campaign fundraiser in Des Moines, Iowa. PUBLIC FIGURE: Yang speaks at an urban entrepreneurship event in Detroit.
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