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Police support foundation
by Alaina Fox
News Editor

 As part of the annual Shop with a Cop event, 
San Jose police officers spent Wed., Dec. 4, shop-
ping with over 200 underprivileged children in 
the community. The Shop with a Cop founda-
tion chooses children in a variety of different 
situations, including kids who are successful 
participants in the Readers Are Leaders cam-
paign, children impacted by tragedies such as the 
Gilroy shooting, and kids who have experienced  
significant hardship.

Shop with a Cop is a nonprofit foundation 
whose “mission is to provide innovative academic 
motivation, charitable relief and assistance to 
disenfranchised children in need, ages 5 to 12, 
and children who have suffered a traumatic 
crisis due to violence or domestic violence.” For 
such children, their first encounters with police 
officers often happen at times of turmoil and 
stress. Alternatively, children may have grown up 
in communities where perceptions of police are 
overwhelmingly negative. Shop with a Cop aims to 
reduce feelings of animosity towards police officers 
by giving kids positive memories with officers. The 
hope is that those who participate in Shop with 
a Cop will grow up feeling safer and consider the 
police a resource.

With a budget of 175 dollars, participants 
found holiday gifts for friends and family, and, 
with the remaining money, picked something out 
for themselves. Some turned to toys and trinkets, 
but others sought household necessities and prac-
tical items. Sergeant Diana Villegas from Redwood 
City recalled, “I was once with a student who got 
work socks for his father. It really puts things  
in perspective.” Such experiences are somber 
reminders that not all children enjoy the season.

by Morgan Tinsley
Editor-in-Chief

ALT 105.3 held its annual Not So Silent Night concert at San 
Jose’s SAP Center on Sat., Dec. 7, featuring six popular alternative 
groups, an adorable snow globe background for pictures, plenty of 
long lines, and five dollar bottled water. 

White Reaper, a garage punk band from Louisville, KY, took the 
stage first. The band played a short but sweet set, performing multiple 
songs from their new album You Deserve Love. White Reaper played 
with energy and precision, and their live version of Might Be Right 
sounded even better than the studio version. 

Bomb at Oak Grove High School causes fear and panic
by Lucy Holland
Sports Editor

On Tues. Nov. 19, a homemade bomb was discovered in a planter box 
at Oak Grove High School in San Jose. 

A school gardener found a suspicious box containing a device 
described as “approximately the size of a person’s fist, wrapped tightly 
with black electrical tape… It appeared that the device was intended to 
be initiated with a flame,” according to a bomb squad report. 

The gardener then turned in the box to the main office, where the 
administration called the police and the bomb squad. The school initi-
ated shelter in place protocol before eventually evacuating at 1:30 PM 
to Coy Park. The school was declared clear by 6 PM, and the device was 
safely detonated. 
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Matsui coordinates charity 
by Alia Arafeh
Culture Editor

Augustina Matsui, a kind-spirited, artistic 
member of the Los Gatos High School staff, in the 
midst of her fourth year teaching art at LGHS. But 
aside from her job as a teacher, Matsui stays busy 
running a charity for chemotherapy patients called 
Blanca’s Gift. Her personal experiences with cancer 
victims and her kind and compassionate personality 
blossomed into a charity that brightens the lives of 
patients going through hard times. 

Matsui attended Westmont High School and 
taught AP Art there “for many, many years.” 
She got her undergrad, teaching credentials, and 
graduate degree all at San Jose State University. 
She described how as an AP art student, she “really 
loved art in high school.” When she taught at 
Westmont, the school district told her that she 
would have to fundraise for her own class due to 
the low budget for art, which she did by making 
and selling polymer clay jewelry. After coming to 
Los Gatos, while she no longer needed to fundraise 
for her programs, she still had “the desire to create 
and have a creative outlet.” Due to her previous 
experience with producing many pieces at a time 
relatively quickly, Matsui was able to maintain 
production of the jewelry for her charity. 

The charity itself started after Matsui suffered 
a personal loss of a loved one a few years before 
coming to Los Gatos. Blanca, her mother’s friend 
whom she “saw as an aunt” passed away from ovar-
ian cancer. Blanca frequently gave Matsui jewelry 
and trinkets from her home country of Libya. Some 
of that jewelry would break, so Matsui repurposed 
those broken elements and used them in the jew-
elry she made herself. “What we’ve done is set up 
a little boutique called Blanca’s Gift,” explained 
Matsui. The goal of the charity is to allow women 
to “come back and feel good about themselves,” 
after the side effects of chemotherapy. The char-
ity is based on Blanca’s kind-heartedness, as she 
always wanted to brighten someone’s day, like the 
charity does for girls.

Over 1100 pieces have been made for the char-
ity in the past three years. Though her schedule 
is frequently busy with her job as an art teacher, 
Matsui uses any free time she has to create pieces 
for Blanca’s Gift. The charity is a true act of human 
kindness that brightens the girls’ days.

The next day, the district kept the school closed, but went back to 
their regular schedule on Thurs. Nov, 21. According to Superintendent 
Chris Funk, “I just felt that we needed to take a deep breath. It’s 
very scary to have this type of event take place.”

The police department released several notices asking people for 
any information. Based on reports from various neighbors, the police 
found Andre Page White as a suspect.

On the same day that the school reopened, the San Jose police 
department went to court to receive a search warrant for White based 
on reports of him tinkering with fireworks and explosives. Many of 
the reports recently given to the police included an incident where 
the mother of his child was injured from an exploding backpack 
that was never formally reported. After receiving the warrant, the 
police had to pump tear gas into his home, where he was barricaded. 

White is currently in Elmwood prison, where he is being held for 
violating his probation. Additional charges were filed on Mon. Nov. 
25 for being a“felon in possession of a firearm and in possession 
of materials with intent to make a destructive device or explosive,” 
according to the Mercury News. The latter is the only bomb-related 
charges, having to do with “various chemicals, acids, and explosive 
powders” found in his garage and throughout his house. These 
materials are currently in crime labs in Santa Clara under examina-
tion by the FBI. 

After White’s arrest, the Police admitted that there was no real 
way to connect White to the Oak Grove incident, although he is an 
obvious suspect. However, several witnesses have come forward to say 
that White allegedly bragged about the Oak Grove explosive device.
(Sources: Mercury News, ABC 7 News)

Involved police officers represented multiple 
agencies, including the military, Drug Enforcement 
Agency, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the 
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department. While the 
program is to help the children, the officers also felt 
grateful to take part in such an impactful activity. 
San Jose Police Chief Eddie Garcia reflected, “I’m not 
sure who has more fun today, them or us.”

Darrell Cortez, a former police officer and the 
director of the local Shop with a Cop, announced 
that the program served more children in 2019 than 
it has in any previous year. Given the undeniable 
impact that Shop with a Cop has on kids, the orga-
nization hopes to see further growth so that it can 
bring joy to as many people as possible.
(Sources: The Mercury, ABC7, San Jose Spotlight)

SCARE AT SCHOOL: A gardener discovered a bomb at Oak Grove High School. GETTING OUT: Students evacuated to Coy Park following the shelter in place.

Icelandic indie folk/pop group Of Monsters and Men followed 
White Reaper, playing classic hits like Little Talks and Mountain 
Sound. Lead singer Nanna Bryndís Hilmarsdóttir played with immense 
heart and emotion, while simultaneously rocking a mullet. The band 
closed with a moving performance of Six Weeks, a song off of their 
freshman album, My Head Is An Animal.

Next up were The Raconteurs, an alternative rock band that 
released their 2019 album Help Us Stranger after a decade-long 
hiatus. The Raconteurs stole the show with their mesmerizing guitar 
riffs, unique vocals, and high energy. They opened the show with 
Bored and Razed, a song from their new album. As their set came 
to a close, they performed an excellent rendition of Sunday Driver, 
before finishing with their 2006 hit, Steady, as She Goes.

After a brief break between sets, concert-goers were hit with a 
loud “WAKE UP! WAKE UP! WAKE UP!” from Matty Healy, lead singer 
of Manchester band The 1975. The 1975 immediately caught the 
attention of their audience with their intense, hard rock track People. 
After People, the group returned to their typical, lighter synth-pop 
sound. With such minimal set time, The 1975 only managed to play 
a few hits and recent releases. However, the entire performance was 
captivating, from their (relatively) happy and upbeat songs like It’s 
Not Living (If It’s Not With You), to their most popular song to date, 
the slow and somber Somebody Else.

Mumford & Sons brought their classic folk-rock ballads to the 
stage next, offering a more mature and nostalgic sound in contrast to 
their modern counterparts in the line up. They opened with Guiding 

NOTABLE NIGHT: NSSN is an annual concert for fans of alternative music.

ALTRUISTIC OFFICERS: Police shopped with local children.

NSSN enthralls attendees with six alternative bands

JEWELRY AND JOY: Matsui’s charity sells stylish jewelry.

Light, a popular track from their 2018 album, Delta. The band 
also played I Will Wait and Little Lion Man, which practically 
every audience member found themselves singing along to, even 
if they didn’t recognize the name.

Twenty One Pilots, a popular duo made up of drummer Josh 
Dun and singer Tyler Joseph, closed the show with some scream-
ing, a lot of movement, and a car on fire. The duo opened their 
set with Jumpsuit, a bass-heavy track from Trench, their 2018 
album. The duo continued to play hits like Heathens, Stressed 
Out, and Ride, wherein Joseph made the audience participate in 
a singalong of sorts. The band finished the show with Car Radio, 
a song off of their 2013 album Vessel which originally put them 
on the map. 

Not So Silent Night 2019 was an entertaining show appropriate 
for alternative music lovers of all ages. As it does each year, Not 
So Silent Night’s line-up combined multiple head-line acts into 
a stellar line up for a night of unforgettable fun.
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NOT DUN YET: Josh Dun of Twenty One Pilots spiritedly finished the show.
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