
One of the students who survived the attack, 
Madi Roeschke, described to CNN what it was like 
being in an active-shooter situation. While she is 
left with incredible grief and pain from the incident, 
the occurrence of the shooting didn’t surprise her. “I 
was just crying with my sister, hoping that we would 
be safe. But I wasn’t surprised that it happened.”

More than 10,000 members of the community 
gathered at a vigil the following Saturday to 
mourn the victims. Riley Muehlberger, the brother 
of Gracie, highlighted the immense pain felt by 
students, parents, and individuals who knew the 
victims. Speaking about his sister, Riley said to the 
crowd, “Thank you for being the best sister ever. I 
wouldn’t want anyone else. Until I see you again, I 
love you, Gracie.” Andrew Gardetto, a close friend 
of Blackwell, told the crowd of the pain inflicted by 
Berhow. “He injured me, he injured many people and 
he traumatized the entire school and community.” 
Blackwell was a member of Saugus High School’s 
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

According to an article published in The Wash-
ington Post by Gina Painter, a teacher at the  
high school, “In a week, the news cycle will have 
moved on. The interviews will cease. The sound 
bites will be replaced. We will be yesterday’s 
news.” Despite this, Painter described the aching 
the community will feel indefinitely as a result 
of the attack. “Yet for those of us who lived 
through the horrific day — for the children who 
lost their friends and the parents who lost their 
children — Thursday’s violence will linger over 
our community forever.” She then criticized the 
desensitization of the nation to the shooting 
tragedies as well as the role of politics in blocking  
gun reform.
(Sources: NPR, BBC, Desert Sun, PBS, The Washing-
ton Post, The New York Times, CNN)

GREETINGS: Saugus sign welcomes students back. 
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This November, with two students killed, 
three more injured, and thousands of others left 
with painful memories, Saugus High School in 
Santa Clarita became the next name on a list 
of schools affected by national mass shootings.

The incident occurred on Nov. 14 in Santa 
Clarita, a city north of LA. The perpetrator fired 
shots for 15 seconds, killing Dominic Blackwell, 
14, and Gracie Muehlberger, 15. The shooter also 
wounded three other students – a 14-year-old 
girl, a 14-year-old boy, and a 15-year-old girl – 
before attempting suicide. The gunman, later 
identified as Nathaniel Berhow, carried out the 
attack on his 16th birthday. He died the next 
day in a hospital, during treatment for a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.

The LA County Sheriff’s Department put out a 
statement saying that there was no clear motive 
for the attack. “We did not find any manifesto, 
any diary that spelled it out, any suicide note 
or any writings,” said Capt. Kent Wegener of the 
Department’s homicide unit. Berhow’s motiva-
tion for the attack is unclear, as friends and 
family described the teenager as “bright, funny, 
quiet, and above all, normal.” 
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LGHS students go to Coastal Regional Honors Choir 
by Wilma Wei and Sonali Muthukrishnan
Humor Editor and News Editor

In the choir world, the opportunity to perform in an honor choir 
is incredibly prestigious. Honor choirs are selective and pick only the 
best choral singers within an age group on a regional, national, or 
international basis to come together and perform in a massive choir. 
Recently, the LGHS choral singers had the opportunity to audition for 
Coastal Regional Honor Choir (CRHC). Ultimately, 27 LGHS students 
attended the program, making Los Gatos the school with the highest 
number of accepted students within the choir this year. These talented 
LGHS students included Lilah Bruza, Avania Costello, Caroline 
Crowe, Elizabeth Duvall, Sarah Eapen, Maxine Edmonds, Manasi 
Gajjalapurna, Luke Hampshire, Olivia Heumann, Ahnika Ivey, Trey 
Jenkins, Jack Kiuttu, Reya Kumar, Ella Kvamme, Seth Kvamme, 
Jessica Lilja, Hayley Manning, Abigail Monti, Riya Narain, Huy 
Nguyen, Kate Noymer, Allyson Plesha, Naren Srinivasan, Alexan-
dra Temple, Nicholas Temple, Yuling Wu, and Aaron Zolla.

This year Coastal Region Honors Choirwas held in San Mateo. 
There were two choirs featured, an SATB choir and a women’s choir. 
A well-known choir professor at Biola University, Dr. Shawna Stewart, 
directed the Honors Choir SATB choir, consisting of the soprano, alto, 
tenor, and bass voice parts, while the women’s choir consists of only 
the soprano and alto voice parts. The choir rehearsals began Nov. 21 
and continued until the final performance on Nov. 23. The choral 

students accepted into this prestigious program had to learn the music 
on their own, and during the three days of rehearsal they practiced 
singing together, developing the entire choir’s choral sound.

Dedicated choir students and founders of the LGHS a capella club, 
Le Gatos, seniors Kvamme and Kumar are just two of the students who 
participated in Coastal Region Honors Choir this year. Both have been 
involved in honors choirs previously, and this year, the girls worked 
with the SATB choir. Kvamme has spent eight years dedicating her 
time to choir, and remarked that the main choir skill she has learned 
is “sight-reading.” Kvamme added that “getting to know everybody in 
the choir and hearing their stories” was what she loved most. Kumar’s 
favorite part about the Honors Choir was “getting to work with Dr. 
Stewart, a college choir professor, and students who take choir seriously 
and love to sing.” This year’s Coastal Region Honors Choir taught Kumar 
to “connect your personal experiences to the music, flare your lips to 
direct sound, and change the way you sing to fit the space you’re in.” 
Kvamme and Kumar both had overwhelmingly positive experiences 
with the Coastal Region Honors Choir, and Kumar will perform later 
this year in the All-State Honors choir. 

Narain, a sophomore choir student, also attended this year. Narain’s 
favorite songs from their performances were “Cantares and Truth,” and 
she loved the difficulty of songs “because of the challenging rhythm, 
text, and dynamics.” Narain has had six years of choral experience so 
far and plans to continue choir till the end of her high school career 
and possibly beyond. The Coastal Region Honors Choir program was 
ultimately a rewarding learning opportunity for LGHS choir students, 
pushing regional choir students to their limits and teaching them 
valuable new choral skills. 

Another Christmas Parade attendee, sophomore 
Kate Mittlehauser, has been going to the parade 
with her family for “as long as [she] can remember.” 
Her favorite part of the parade is “getting to see 
all the different parts of the community together 
in one place.” She made sure to point out that her 
personal favorite entry in the parade is the Los 
Gatos Squash Club. She stated that “the guys that 
carry giant squashes around; that is the highlight of 
the parade for me. I look forward to it every year.” 

The parade concluded with the annual appear-
ance of the official parade Santa, who sat upon a 
decorated float, waving at the onlooking commu-
nity members. The parade was a happy and festive 
celebration for individuals and families this year. 
The rain was certainly easy to ignore among the all 
holiday cheer and community collaboration.

by Emmy Morley
Graphics Designer 

For many, the Los Gatos Christmas parade is a 
yearly opportunity that allows the community to 
celebrate the holidays together. This year featured 
almost 150 entries, including local Y-Guides groups, 
downtown businesses, restaurants, and community 
organizations. The parade route stretches down 
main street and each entry is judged by community 
members on their festive display. Despite the rain, 
the decorated streets and storefronts were packed 
with families decked out in holiday wear early in the 
morning on Dec. 7, waiting for the parade to begin.

Los Gatos High School sophomore and JV cheer 
captain Ishy Slater said the annual parade is “just 
a really great way to get our communities together 
and have fun.” Her favorite part of the Christmas 
parade this year was “walking down the street and 
seeing everyone. And, once we’re done cheering, to 
go and watch the rest of it!” When asked about her 
favorite part of performing during the parade, Slater 
shared that “it’s nice to be able to show off our hard 
work as a team, for the community.” 

Shooting startles Saugus

MARCH YOUR HEART OUT: Student plays along side peers. 

Dramatic Desserts showcases LGHS’s talented actors
by Sophie Sullivan
Media Production

This semester’s Dramatic Desserts did not fail to deliver comedic 
shows with suspense, romance, and drama, alongside sweet desserts 
provided by showgoers. The fundraiser and performances took place 
on Nov. 21 in the LGHS Theatre. This year, the Drama Department 
broke from its regular routine by featuring not just one, but two 
student-written one-acts. 

The biannual event operates in a manner uniquely different than 
a standard play or musical. Whereas a typical production has two 
acts split by an intermission, Dramatic Desserts usually consists of 
one student-written one-act and several scenes, all performed and 
directed by students. Showgoers can either pay for a ticket like 
normal, or bring a sweet treat to share with other members of the 
audience and get in for free.

historical jokes and an interesting, idiosyncratic cast of characters 
– some based off of real historical figures – the act follows the 
cast as tensions begin to grow and dreams begin to falter. On the 
diverse group of characters, Ross stated he wanted to include the 
diversity of society as a whole into the cast. “There’s a nurse, and 
a blacksmith, and a carpenter, and a writer, and all these different 
aspects of society compacted into ten characters.” 

Ross said his inspiration for the act originated in his AP US His-
tory class, and he found the concept of a utopian society intriguing. 
“It was the sentence ‘20 intellectuals who go out into the forest and 
try and create their own civilization’ that just seemed so awesome 
to me, so I decided to write about that.”

As per usual, the Department’s cast and crew did not fail to 
deliver an entertaining night, and members of the audience already 
eagerly look forward to the next set of performances in the Spring.

This time, the Department decided to replace the several short 
scenes with another one-act. Sophomore Kate Mittelhauser, playing 
a lead role in the first one-act, explained that, “Everyone who wants 
to can write a one-act and apply to [perform] it. Not very many 
people do, so it’s usually that it’s just whoever wants to can get to.” 
But this year, three people wrote one-acts, so drama teacher Janna 
Rigby made the executive decision to try putting two one-acts into 
the fall show and one into the spring show.

The event’s first one-act of the night, Lesson Numero Uno, was 
written by junior Sofia Thomas. After spending the past few years 
perfecting the script, Thomas began directing and producing the 
one-act one month before the performance. Set in the ’90s in a 
fictional town of Uédarrée, Spain, the act follows two siblings after 
they rob a museum on a school trip as they escape the authorities. 
Mittelhauser, who had a lead role in the one-act alongside senior Cole 
Taylor, recalls the stress of the week before the performance. “The 
weekend before the show we learned that two of our leads weren’t 
going to be able to make the show, so we had to redo a lot of the 
stuff the week before.” Despite this, the show was great success 
and the act left the audience with an endearing, heartfelt message.

Lesson Numero Uno was not alone in turning to the past for 
inspiration. The second one-act, Blithedale, written by senior Sam 
Ross, took showgoers to New England in the 1840s, exploring the 
philosophical movement of transcendentalism. Blithedale examines 
the joys and sorrows of a couple who decide to begin a town based 
on communal living, as endorsed by the movement. With witty, ACTION: Mittelhauser and Taylor wow the audience with impeccable acting. 

Parade spreads holiday joy
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PICK A POSE: Kvamme, Kumar, and Monti take a picture after  their preformance.
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The annual Haiku Holiday Film Fair hosted by the Japanese 
National Honor Society is happening this Saturday from 
10:30-3:00pm at the LGHS theatre. There will be two films 
shown: “The Tsunami and the Cherry Blossom” and  “Howl’s 
Moving Castle.” Ticket sales will be donated to the California 
Wildfire Victims and the Save the Children charity in Japan. 

Tickets can be bought on campus at lunch.
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SCOOT SCOOT: Toddler happily travels with parade line-up.

PAWSITIVLY PERFECT: Great Dane joins holiday procession.

BONDING TIME: Duvall, Edmonds, Eapen, and Plesha pictured at CRHC rehearsals.
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