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by Alaina Fox
News Editor

On Dec. 4, LGHS students organized and participated in the school’s 
semi-annual “Pint for Pint” event. Each semester, Leadership organizes 
a blood drive through the Red Cross, and stocks up on ice cream to 
give to participants.

Eagerly waiting in the small gym to get her blood drawn, junior 
Ruth Ann Kvamme explained, “I decided to donate blood because 
I’ve never done it before. It’s a new experience for me, and I’ve always 
wanted to, as well just to help those in need.” She admitted, “it runs 
in my family to pass out, so I’m a little nervous.” Despite the accom-
panying anxiety, Kvamme said, “it’ll be good. It’ll be worth it.” By 
Kvamme’s side, fellow junior Danielle Prawat expanded, “I’ve always 
wanted to donate blood since my freshman year, so when I finally was 
old enough, I really wanted to help give back.”

To prepare, the Leadership class has to work with Red Cross to 
determine which dates work. Then, they recruit students to donate, 
publicizing the event through the morning announcements, flyers, the 
Wildcast, and word of mouth. ASB President Katie McEnroe described 
some of the preparation that occurred in the days leading up to the 
event, recalling that, “we did buy 51 pints of ice cream from Safeway 
the other day.” McEnroe also quipped, “that is the best thing that 
I’ve ever done in my life.” She expanded on what else goes on behind 
the scenes, noting that the Leadership students arrived at 7 AM the 
morning of the drive and did not leave until well after school ended. 
The long day was worth it, however, to support the important cause. 
Alex Duckett, a Leadership student, remarked, “Our goal is to help 
the community and giving a pint of ice cream for a pint of blood is 
a fun incentive.”

by Sonali Muthukrishnan
News Editor

Recently, the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High School District sent 
out a survey to the entire student body and their guardians regard-
ing the bell schedule at both Los Gatos and Saratoga High Schools. 

The email containing this survey stated that, “This year, the Bell 
Schedule Evaluation (BSE) planning group is collecting feedback to 
evaluate how well the current bell schedule is meeting the desired 
outcomes originally drafted by the Schedule Advisory Committee. 
Stakeholders are asked what is working well and what might be 
improved, as well as considering how altering our bell schedule would 
improve it and to align it with new legal requirements related to high 
school start time.” This year a new law passed in the state of California 
mandating that the school day for high schools must begin no earlier 
than 8:30 AM. This law will go into effect on July 1, 2022. Further-
more, LGHS realized that the current bell schedule does not have the 
mandatory minimum of 64,800 instructional minutes per year, so the 
administration chose to adjust tutorial to meet these requirements. 
Therefore, the bell schedule must be changed to meet the instructional 
minutes and the new start time regulations. 

The school district has been very open in asking for the opinions 
of the people this bell schedule shift affects most, the students. The 
survey sent out asks pointed and specific questions about what stu-
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CHARITABLE TAKEOVER: The blood drive took over the small gym last Wednesday. 

TICK-TOCK: The clock in the school library before the bell rings to start school.

courtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy flickr

dents would prefer their bell schedule to be. For example, one of the 
survey questions asks if a rolling 90 minute block period schedule if 
favorable. It also inquires about what tutorial options students prefer. 
It questions what students like in the current bell schedule and what 
alterations might fit their needs. The email points out that “Sites do not 
need to have the same bell schedule, but core periods should overlap for 
teacher and student sharing. Additionally, the instructional day should 
not end any later than 3:45 PM at either site.” This means that the 
LGHS and Saratoga High school’s schedules could be precisely adjusted 
to fit their student populations’ needs through the survey results.  

Within the survey email, the school district included a step by step 
agenda for the impending bell schedule changes that will be put into 
effect sometime next school year. As of December, the schedule states 
that the Stakeholder input sessions facilitated by BSE have been com-
pleted and the BSE has sent out the follow-up survey questions based 
on results. The goal of their timeline is to reveal the new bell schedule 
to all of the stakeholders in May 2020, and update the school websites 
by July 2020. The new bell schedule will likely be put into place by 
the next school year, and student voices are imperative for shaping it.

LG holds blood drive with Red Cross

SCHOOL TIME: The front of the school early in the morning before students arrive.
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District conducts bell schedule survey 

“The blood drive is one of my favorite activities at the school, and 
I especially love watching students come together to support other 
students by gathering around the beds of those who chose to donate,” 
Ms. Chiodo, the Leadership teacher, commented. “I’m grateful to be a 
part and foster a community that values events like the blood drive.”

Though blood donors’ sign-ups filled all 60 spots, only about 50 
students ultimately ended up giving blood. Leadership and Red Cross 
expect such results, since numerous factors can prevent students from 
giving blood. Height, weight, health, medication, iron deficiency, and 
travel outside of the country are all factors that the Red Cross looks 
at before allowing anyone to donate blood. McEnroe explained that 
the numbers of sign-ups and donations are close to what they see 
each year. No more than 60 people can sign up “because there’s just 
not enough time in the day,” though they prepare for fewer than 60 
donations because “a lot of them can’t actually donate.”

Despite the fact that not every student can donate blood, the Red 
Cross appreciates every student who signs up. The Red Cross website 
says, “every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood.” Each 
life-saving donation is incredibly valuable. To get involved in the next 
Pint for Pint event, look out for sign-up opportunities in May of 2020.
(Source: redcrossblood.org)PINT FOR A PINT: Students receive a pint of ice cream after getting blood drawn. 

HEMOGLOBIN HYSTERICS: A Red Cross nurse takes blood from a LGHS student.
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