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The final week of regular season football proved to be an exciting 
one for Los Gatos and Mountain View, as the Spartans were able to keep 
it close with the powerful Los Gatos squad. However, it wasn’t enough, 
and Los Gatos defeated Mountain View 21-10 on Nov. 8. 

Although the score may not indicate it, the game came down 
to the final minutes of the fourth quarter. Going into halftime, Los 
Gatos trailed Mountain View 7-10, but the Wildcats pulled it together 
in the second half, scoring twice more and holding Mountain View 
to ten points.

Early on, the Los Gatos defense struggled with the Mountain View 
run-heavy offense, which was executed efficiently by quarterback Trent 
Steffen. Formations and plays were modeled after the league-champion 
Wilcox offense, which gave the Wildcats flashbacks of their 37-0 loss to 
the Chargers in October. Steffen scored the Spartans’ only touchdown 
by punching in on the goaline late in the second quarter. 

Mountain View kicker Josh Lillie hit a 37-yarder late in 
the first, but after halftime, Los Gatos head coach Mark Krail  

Football wins big against Paly and looks forward to CCS
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Senior Natalie Moore can be found constantly at 
the high school’s lower field practicing field hockey. 
This will be her final year playing for LGHS, but she 
will be playing at UC Berkeley for the next four years. 

Moore’s career started in seventh grade, when 
her sister, Melina, inspired her to start practicing 
and playing. Her sister’s love of the sport got her 
involved, and fostered her own love for field hockey. 
Moore’s sister would take her to the field to have her 
practice her hits and learn the game. 

Moore is currently one of the three captains of 
the LGHS team and was also the captain of JV her 
freshman year. Being captain of the team takes a 
lot of leadership skills and dedication. 

She was named Varsity captain after the end of 
her junior year season, and her duties involve taking 
underclassmen to tournaments and acting as their 
coach. She also volunteers on Sundays by helping 
coach younger kids and teaching them the sport the 
way she was taught. 

Field hockey is not an easy sport to learn. Moore 
says, “to play, you have to be able to run a lot, but 
also have really good technique. You can’t just pick 
up a field hockey stick and figure it out.” To improve 
on her skills in the offseason, Moore practices mul-
tiple times a week and goes to tournaments with 
the girls on the high school team. “The feeling after 
winning a game or qualifying for CCS, and… the 
sisterhood of the girls” motivates her to continue 
to work hard, said Moore.

The LGHS team is extremely tight–knit, and 
Moore credits a lot of their success to this. She 
says that the tough practices and the tryouts they 
all fondly call “Hell Week” make them successful. 

POM: Moore prepares for Cal
by Amelia Enns
Humor Editor

The Varsity girls’ field hockey team finished off 
their season undefeated with an impressive record 
of 12 wins and one tied game against Archbishop 
Mitty. The Varsity team continues their uncon-
tested streak from the past eight seasons, will no 
losses and only a few goals scored against them.

After tying with Mitty in their first matchup, 
the LGHS team managed to pull out a 2-0 win 
against the Monarchs at their next home game 
Oct. 22. Although Mitty’s team had a strong initial 
performance, in the second game junior Abby 
Hooper and senior Mia Destefano each scored 
a goal, winning the match and securing LG first 
place in league.

The Junior Varsity team had a relatively 
slow start to the season, but stuck together and 
improved by the end, finishing the season with 
a 1-0 win against Cupertino. JV finished with a 
record of nine wins, three losses, and one tie. 
Although they went on to suffer a tough loss to St. 
Francis 1-0, the Wildcats came back to defeat St. 
Ignatius 3-0 only two days later.As second in the 
league, the Varsity team anticipated St. Ignatius 
to be a formidable opponent. After a close 2-1 
win against St. Ignatius in their first game, the 
field hockey team managed to work together and 
defeat St. Ignatius 4-0 in the second game as well.

Senior and Varsity team captain Amanda 
Dal Cielo said Los Altos proved to be their 
most challenging opponent throughout the 
second half of the season. “It was zero-to-zero 
at half, and we were all stressing out. Then they 
scored on us with ten minutes left in the game, 
and we’ve never been scored on first before.  

Thankfully, I scored in the last five minutes, and 
we went into overtime.”

Junior Varsity had two tough games against Los 
Altos as well, but ended up winning each game 1-0, 
resulting in a rise in their league ranking. For the 
past few seasons, JV has had difficulty defeating 
Los Altos; this year the team had no issue pulling 
out two wins.

Although senior Nicole Ventimiglia scored the 
winning overtime goal in the Los Altos game, the 
team left the field knowing Los Altos wasn’t going 
to be easy to beat in their next game. LG managed 
to secure a win in their second game, however, 
winning 3-0. As this game took place on their senior 
night, the win was even more special to the girls. 
The Cats finished out their season with an easy win 
against Cupertino, defeating the team 5-0 after the 
first win of 7-0.

Finishing their season first in the league, the 
Varsity field hockey team earned their first and 
second round waivers and prepared for their first CCS 
game on Nov. 9 against Leigh High School, winning 
2-0. The team prepares for the finals on Saturday, 
Nov. 16. Come out to support the Cats as they defend 
their championship title!

FH redeems the tie with Mitty

Girls’ water polo wins sixth league championship in a row
by Lucy Holland
Sports Editor

The 2019 girls’ water polo season is coming to a close with some 
big wins. Since their Sacramento tournament on Sept. 21, the varsity 
team has remained undefeated. In the final two games of the regular 
season, the girls only gave up seven goals, ending with one of the 
best defensive records among the league. 

On Tues., Oct. 22, the girls played Palo Alto on Paly’s senior 
night. Before the game, the Palo Alto team captain sent the Los 
Gatos head coach Don Appleton an email to let the Cats know about 
a protest that the Paly girls’ Varsity team was planning in response 
to the school firing their head coach. The Paly team wore pink caps 
and asked their fans to wear only pink and no Paly merchandise 
because they believed that they did not receive enough support, 
communication, or transparency in the firing of their coach by  
the school. 

Despite the dramatic events that took place that night, the Wild-
cats still pulled off an 8-3 win. Seniors Maddi King and Ally Temple 
and sophomore Zoe Frangieh each had two goals, with sophomores 
Jackie King and Mackenzie Lindholm adding one apiece. Sisters 
J. King and M. King also led in steals.

At LGHS on Thurs., Oct. 24, the Wildcats hosted Homestead for 
senior night and won by a landslide, with a final score of 14-4. 
Sophomore goalies J. King and Lucy Holland had four and six blocks, 
respectively. Freshman Maily Issacs had four goals, Frangieh had 
three, and Lindholm and Temple had two. M. King, Holland, and 
sophomore Josephine Minert all added one. M. King led with five 
steals and added two assists alongside Lindholm.  

The Los Gatos team was set to host this year’s league playoff 
tournament, but due to the recent string of PG&E power shutoffs, 
the location of the tournament was moved to Henry M. Gunn High 
School in Palo Alto. 

The Wildcats were seeded first going into the tournament, so 
they received a “bye” during the quarterfinals match, allowing 
them to rest up before facing Paly yet again in the semis. This 
time around, the Cats shut out the Vikings for three quarters, 
ending with an 8-1 win. In the incredible team effort, goals were 
dispersed evenly, with Frangieh, Lindholm, M. King, Temple, 
freshman Issacs, and junior Jordann Foster all scoring one, and  
Holland with two. Goalie J. King had eight blocks, while Holland 
had four. Winning this game sent the Wildcats to their  
tenth league finals appearance in ten years, against Gunn in their 
home pool. 

On Sat. Nov. 2, the Wildcats achieved their primary goal of the 
season: winning their sixth title in a row. The game ended in a 9-8 
Wildcats victory, with the score going back and forth each quarter. 
Foster, Temple, and junior Lindsey Adams each put up one goal, 
and Frangieh, Lindholm, and Issacs came through with two goals 
apiece. Temple and Holland led in steals, and J. King had eleven 
total saves. The team celebrated by pushing their coaches into the 
pool and cheered for all the people who helped lead them to the 
incredible victory. 
(Source: MaxPreps)

WIND UP: Moore gets ready for to hit the ball down the field.

CHEESE: Moore poses for a picture wearing her team captain arm band.
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DOWN LINE: Lindholm looks down the pool to pass to her teammates swimming ahead.
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made all the adjustments needed to shut down the Spartans for the 
rest of the game.

“It was frustrating in the first half,” Krail said after the game. 
“We only had the ball three times, [and] there wasn’t a lot of rhythm. 
We had a turnover, and we had several penalties. It was more about 
adjusting our mindset and cleaning it up. We just needed to relax.” 

The Los Gatos offense was relatively quiet throughout the game. 
Senior quarterback Yost Girvan went 6-of-10 for 74 yards and a touch-
down, and he also ran for 87 yards. Junior Adam Garwood carried the 
ball ten times for 68 yards and a touchdown. 

Perhaps the most crucial play of the game came late in the second 
quarter, with a scoreless Los Gatos offense lined up on the Mountain 
View 21 for 4th and 10. Instead of playing it safe with a field goal, 
the Wildcats decided to go for it. Girvan found senior Dillon Whitfield 
over the middle for a 21-yard touchdown pass. A good PAT from junior 
kicker Ty Goldsbury put Los Gatos at 7-10 with just 59 seconds in 
the half. This play gave Los Gatos momentum going into the 2nd half. 

“We saw a coverage that we liked,” said Whitfield. “The defense 
split right open and I was wide open.”Los Gatos came out of the half 

fired up and ready to turn it around. The third quarter turned into a 
defensive battle, and Los Gatos didn’t break into the red zone until 
there was just under a minute left. Garwood took it to the house for 
a 14-yard rushing touchdown, and another good PAT from Goldsbury 
concluded the quarter.

On the Spartans’ next drive, Steffen led the offense down deep 
into Wildcat territory. However, on one play, Steffen took a gruesome 
hit and went down with a leg injury. Andrew Bice stepped in at quar-
terback for Mountain View, and they were unfortunately unable to 
convert on a crucial 4th down.

On the following drive for Los Gatos, junior Kyle Pinkham took 
off for a 60-yard touchdown rush. Goldsbury hit his third PAT of the 
night, and Los Gatos extended their lead to 21-10 with 5:52 left to play. 

The Los Gatos defense continued to shut down the Mountain View 
offense for the rest of the game, securing their 9th and final victory 
of the regular season.

The victory for Los Gatos earned them the number one seed in the 
Division II CCS bracket. The Wildcats will take on Live Oak on Friday, 
Nov. 15 at 7 PM for their home quarterfinal matchup.

Moore says, “the program is really set up for 
upperclassmen to be mentoring underclassmen 
in not just the sport, but also navigating LGHS 
as well.” This is especially helpful for freshmen, 
as a lot of them worry about managing a sport  
and schoolwork. 

Moore committed to Cal over this past summer 
at an overnight recruiting camp. When deciding on 
where to commit, Moore knew she wanted to stay 
in California and there are only four schools with 
field hockey teams in the state. She did her official 
visit this fall, and all of the girls in her recruiting 
class were there. Meeting all of the girls “made it 
a lot less stressful, and they are all super nice.” 

Watch Moore and the rest of the Wildcats face 
off in their upcoming CCS match on Sat. Nov. 16. 
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