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by Sofia Rossi
National/World Editor

The Los Gatos High School marching band per-
formed their original program, titled Ozymandias, 
at the Senior Night home football game on Oct. 25. 
After more than one hundred and fifty hours of 
practice, they delivered a carefully choreographed 
performance at the halftime show following the 
LGHS cheer team. People in the audience from 
both LGHS and Palo Alto High School erupted into 
applause after the band concluded its show.  

Band members also competed at Independence 
High School in San Jose on Nov. 2, performing 
the full Ozymandias field show for the first time. 

Their performance lasted about eight minutes and 
earned them second place with a score of 74.60, 
beating the esteemed Santa Theresa High School 
marching band.  This is a significant improvement 
from their last competition when they placed third 
and scored 69.35 out of 100. For their next event,  
junior clarinet section leader Danielle Prawat 
wants to continue to “fine-tune the minor details” 
of the choreography and technique to make their 
already great show even better.

Band students put in more than 14 hours of 
practice every week outside the school day to do 
just that, coupled with a two-week band camp over 
the summer. One marimba player, senior Teagan 
McCune, said that though the class demands many 
long hours of practice, “the people make it worth 

the time commitment.” She added that after moving 
to LGHS, she met most of her friends through the 
marching band and “they made every practice 
something to look forward to.” 

Every student in the marching band has one 
thing in common: an endless supply of entertaining 
stories and memorable traditions. For instance, 
during the last week of summer band camp, dif-
ferent sections compete to wear the most spirited 
outfits while still being able to march, according 
to senior flutist Ashley Ridell. When the week is 
over, the band director throws uniform jackets at 
new members to welcome them to the band, after 
which they all eat ice cream.  

In addition to such traditions, Prawat says 
band kids have “a lot of good laughs” together. 
Occasionally, a trumpet player will randomly bring 
their unicycle to practice and ride around the track 
while everyone tries to rehearse. Ridell reported, 
“one time, in my sophomore year, the speaker 
we were using [during practice] picked up the 
announcements from a nearby wedding and they 
started playing in the middle of our practice. We 
all clapped when they got married.” Ask any band 
kid and they can tell you countless amusing stories 
about their time in the class.

The marching band will compete once more on 
Sat., Nov. 16 at James Logan High School before 
attending the Western Band Association Finals on 
Nov. 23 and 24. 

by Revanth Rao
National/World Editor

The Washington Nationals defeated the Houston Astros, winning 
the 2019 World Series in seven games. Led by their masterful start-
ing pitching and potent offense, the Nationals won all four games 
in Houston.

Coming into the series, the Astros were heavy betting favorites, 
given that they had won 107 games during the regular season, thanks, 
in large part, to starters Gerrit Cole, Justin Verlander, and Zack Greinke, 
as well as batters George Springer, Jose Altuve, and Alex Bregman. 
In contrast, the Nationals only won 93 games during the regular 
season and had a shaky bullpen that owned a 5.66 ERA. However, 

they managed to qualify for the World Series by relying on starters 
Max Scherzer, Stephen Strasburg, Aníbal Sánchez, and Patrick Corbin, 
while leaning on Sean Doolittle, Daniel Hudson, and Corbin in relief.

In the first game of the series, the Nationals beat the Astros 5-4. 
Cole had a Cy Young caliber season, but was off his game that night, 
allowing five runs, including three hits and a home run to Nationals left 
fielder Juan Soto. The Nationals also won Game 2 behind six two-run 
innings from Strasburg and 13 runs from the offense. However, after 
returning home to DC for the next three games, the Nationals bats 
went cold. The team scored just three runs, one per game, and lost 
each contest by an average of over five runs. The Nationals also faced 
uncertainty regarding Scherzer, their ace. Prior to Game 5, Scherzer 
was scratched from his scheduled start due to nerve irritation and 
back spasms. Scherzer said the pain was so severe that he was unable 
to even dress himself in the morning. While fill-in starter Joe Ross 
pitched admirably in place of Scherzer, the Nationals went back to 
Houston down 3-2.

Facing elimination in Game 6, the Nationals turned to Strasburg, 
who went against Astros ace Justin Verlander. The Nationals won the 
game 7-2, as their bats came alive and Strasburg turned in 8.1 innings 
in his second brilliant start of the series. This brought the series to a 
decisive Game 7, and Scherzer was cleared to start the game for the 
Nationals after a successful cortisone shot eased the pain in his back.

In Game 7, on Oct. 30, Scherzer went up against Zack Greinke, and 
both starters turned in effective outings. Scherzer went five innings 
and gave up two runs, while Greinke went 6.1 and also gave up two 

by Ethan Sanders
Editorial Editor

Alongside the other fall sports, the regular 
season for both Junior Varsity and Varsity boys 
water polo has come to a close. Junior Varsity 
finished the season as SCVAL De Anza League 
champions for the third time in a row, with an 
overall league record of ten wins and two losses. 

The JV cats had close competition with the Los 
Altos and Palo Alto JV teams, losing to them both 
once. Junior Varsity also came out on top of the 
annual Aptos Invitational tournament they have 
played in for many years past. Most recently on 
Oct. 22 and 24, JV competed against Palo Alto and 
Homestead, respectively. They beat the Paly Vikes 
9-5 and contended with the Mustangs but still came 
out on top, beating them 8-7. A select few of Junior 
Varsity’s top players, including sophomores Owen 
Polanich and captain Ryan Hagan, were brought 
up to practice and compete with the Varsity team 
during league playoffs.

The Varsity Cats nearly broke even with their 
record of 11 wins and 12 losses throughout the 
season and they placed fifth out of seven teams 
in the De Anza League. For the most part, all of 
the teams in the league were evenly matched 
– constantly trading wins and losses with each 

Marching band places second

Girls’ volleyball players demonstrate extraordinary skill
by Alis Patterson
Media Production Editor

After their incredible win against Los Altos on Oct. 10, the The 
Girls Varsity Volleyball suffered a hard loss to the Palo Alto Vikings 
on Oct. 15. However, this was the only sore spot for the team during 
the month of October. The girls headed to Spikefest II, their second 
tournament of the season, where they swept the tournament, going 
undefeated with a record of 5-0. 

The Cats kept the winning streak going following the tournament. 
They beat Mountain View, whom they previously lost to, in three sets. 
The team’s offense really shined. Captains Ella Weider and Lizzy 
Armstrong had hitting percentages of 0.700 and 0.571 in the game. 
Hitting percentages track the success of each hit divided by the 
number of hitting attempts. These percentages would be impressive 
for an athlete of any stature, but it is truly incredible for high school 
players to be hitting this successfully. Sophomore Natalie Anthony 
also contributed with an incredible 0.467 hitting percentage. The 
average hitting percentage for a player in her position is a 0.250, and 
she almost doubled this. Obviously the offense could not have had the 
success they did without amazing support from the team’s defense. 

Underdog MLB teams rank high at 2019 World Series 

After the defeat of Mountain View High School, the Cats went on 
to beat both Monta Vista and Homestead. Both games were handled 
quickly in three sets, as the Cats continued to show their strength and 

Boys’ WOPO finishes season

runs. When Greinke was pulled from the game in the seventh inning, 
many speculated that Astros manager AJ Hinch would give the ball 
to Cole. Instead, he went with Will Harris, who promptly served up a 
two-run homer to Howie Kendrick, giving the Nationals an infallible 
lead. After three innings of two-hit ball from Corbin, the Nationals 
turned to Hudson for the final inning, and he finished off the game 
with a strikeout of Michael Brantley, winning the Nationals their first 
ever championship.
(Sources: Baseball Reference, ESPN, MLB)

growth from the beginning of the season. The game against Monta Vista 
was Senior Night for the Cats, and every senior started in the game, 
making incredible plays for their team. They are sure to be missed on 
and off the court by their teammates next year 

Their next game was against Gunn High School, whom the Cats 
also beat. This game was a bit harder, with the game going to five 
sets. Los Gatos lost the first two sets, but managed to pull out a win 
in the next three sets, each time gaining more and more momentum. 
The score of the fifth set was 15-4. The Cats fought hard for this win, 
and the score definitely showed their tenacity. 

The Cats had a bye in the first round of CCS, and played Homestead 
in the second round. This was an easy win for Los Gatos, with the 
team taking the game in only three sets. In this game the camaraderie 
between the players was evident, and it was clear they were all there 
to support each other in every way they could. In the semi-finals of 
CCS the team faced off against Carlmont High School. The Cats lost the 
first set, but came back and won the final three sets. 

In the finals the team suffered a hard loss to Gunn High School. It 
was a tough blow to end an incredible winning streak on this note, but 
the Cats are sure to bounce back as they headed to NorCals this week. 

other and only winning by a point or two. In the 
last week of October, the Varsity boys contended 
in league playoffs. They first matched up against 
Palo Alto and lost 6-7. They then played Gunn and 
Mountain View high schools, beating Gunn 6-5 
and losing to Mountain View 10-12. Although the 
team did not perform as well as they had hoped, 
their spirits are still high and their sights are cast 
on next year’s season. Junior co-captain Cyrus 
Van Sciver explained, “this year’s junior class is 
one of the most experienced and cohesive group 
of players our water polo program has seen for a 
while. So, next year, as seniors, we will be a force 
to be reckoned with.”

Varsity head coach Davor Koret and assistant 
coach Peter Blume also emphasized their satis-
faction with how the team performed this year 
and how they are ready to compete in the coming 
season. Koret boasted how proud he is of the team’s 
“behavior, interaction with each other and other 
teams, and the way they represented LGHS in front 
of other people.” Be on the lookout for our Wildcats’ 
performance next fall sports season!

  N. Borgia 

AIM HIGH: Captain Armstrong effortlessly sets up a spike for her teammate.  

GO DEFENSE: Junior Eliot Draca skillfully defends the net.
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SNAP A PIC: Band and color guard students smile for a photo.

GOD BLESS AMERICA: The band plays the National Anthem.

HEADS UP: Varsity captain Van Sciver makes a powerful pass.

HOME RUN: Nationals hitter Howie Kendrick watches the ball sail out of the park.

HATS OFF: The Washington Nationals gather to celebrate their World Series title.
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