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by Amelia Enns
Humor Editor

Blond, tall, and tan, LGHS junior Eliot Draca 
pursues philosophy in contrast with his athletic 
background. The junior carries himself in a chill 
way, always going with the flow and letting this 
attitude move him through his busy life. Draca plays 
for the boys’ water polo team, mountain bikes, and 
surfs as often as possible.

“Yeah, I’m pretty raw,” said Draca, describ-
ing his love for surfing. The French native 
has lived in California since he was five  
and began longboarding at the age of ten. “I try 
to get out every weekend. My friend Tyler Cannon 
brings me to 26th on big days, but Pleasure Point 
is my favorite beach to surf at.”

Born in Strasbourg, France, Draca goes back 
to visit his family every summer and still speaks 
French at home. Draca has a sister at Cal Poly and 
a younger brother who’s a freshman at LGHS. Draca 
said that they’re “pretty American now,” despite 
their French roots.

Draca has played for the LGHS water polo team 
since he was a freshman and also enjoys mountain 
biking; he participated in the 20-mile race at the 
Sea Otter Classic mountain bike competition in 
2017. “I did it with my dad; it was pretty cool,” said 
Draca, adding that if he were to race again, he’d “do 
the downhill race instead of the big 20-mile one.”

Draca excels in philosophy and psychology

Besides being very athletically involved, Draca 
loves to read and takes an  interest in philosophy 
and psychology, citing AP Psychology with Kevin 
Rogers as one of his favorite classes. His favorite 
book, Homo Deus by Yuval Noah Harari, theorizes 
the future of the Homo sapien race once war, 
hunger, and disease are eradicated. Draca likes 
the scientific, theory-based format of the book, 
agreeing with Harari’s assertion that by the year 
2100, humans will be able to live forever.

His interest in psychology is more than just a 
hobby, however, as Draca hopes to find a career in 
the field one day. “I’ll probably do club surfing or 
water polo in college, but I’m going to major in 
psychology and minor in sociology,” he explained. 
He said he loves Cal Poly but that UC Santa Cruz and 
San Diego State are his “first and second choices” 
because he loves the campuses.

Draca’s favorite philosopher is Jean Paul Sartre, 
a “French guy,” because he loves and agrees with 
many of his philosophies, especially the idea that 
“everything has been figured out, except how to 
live.” Just maybe, with his chill attitude and cool 
background, Draca has figured it out.

Byun values community service
by Sophie Sullivan
Media Production Editor

In a school of over 2,000 students, few compare 
to the exceptional ambition, drive, and enthusi-
asm senior Eddy Byun brings to all aspects of 
his academic and extracurricular life. His vibrant 
personality lightens up his classrooms, and he 
shines as president of both the Interact Club and 
the Varsity tennis team. Also a critical asset to 
the Mock Trial team and Unconditionally Positive 
(UP), there’s little Byun misses out on in his high 
school career.

Byun joined the Interact club freshman year 
and has held an officer position since he was a 
sophomore, putting in over 100 hours of service 
in the past three years alone. As the current 
president of the club, his job includes communi-
cating with the club’s regional director, notifying 
members of events, and finding new service 
opportunities. Despite the work it takes to keep 
the club running, Byun says Interact is one of his 
biggest passions because of the people he meets 
through the club. 

“I’ve met a lot of people, and the connections 
I’ve made throughout these four years have 
been profound,” he said. His commitment to 
Interact stems from his love for service and the 
fulfillment he gains from helping other people. 
“It gives me joy and satisfaction to see that I’ve 
done something in my life that influences other 
people positively.”

Service isn’t the only way Byun likes to spread 
positivity. A three-year member of UP, he loves 
being apart of the peer-to-peer education group 
because of the initiative’s philosophy, and said 
that “redefining success has always really reso-
nated with me.”

In addition to participating in Mock Trial for 
four years, for which he was captain as a junior, 
and playing tennis for almost eight years, Byun 
excels at a rigorous academic schedule comprised 
of all Advanced Placement classes, including two 
science courses. He reasons that this arduous 

schedule satisfies his aspirations to pursue several 
fields, potentially including diplomacy, economics, 
business, teaching, and mechanical engineering.       
“The perfect life for me would be somehow pursuing 
everything that I enjoy without stressing myself out 
too much,” Byun said.

Regarding post-high school life, Byun hopes to 
major in mechanical engineering as an undergradu-
ate then possibly attend law school, but he says his 
plan is still relatively fluid. He credits his interest in 
mechanical engineering to his past teachers Daniel 
Burns and Michelle Drouin. 

“Both teachers were really good at teaching their 
subjects. They were especially good at teaching me, 
and I was really drawn towards their classes,” Byun 
explained.

When Byun finds time between his coursework, 
extracurriculars, and volunteer service, he likes to 
de-stress with his friends on Club Penguin Rewrit-
ten and finds solace in fantasy and science fiction 
novels. He also took on the role of a fantasy football 
team manager this year.

To high schoolers looking for help both in and 
outside of school, Byun advised, “Take classes that 
you genuinely want to learn about and be pushed 
in. Try new things, but cut down on extracurriculars 
you’re not passionate about.”

Reflecting on high school, Byun said, “I’ve 
gone through a lot of stress through high school. 
It’s inevitable,” but he wants people to know that 
“you can always hit me up if you feel that way. I’m 
here for you.”

Isaacs promotes positivity throughout the LG community
by Madeline King
Editor-in-Chief
   Freshman Maily Isaacs lives by the mantra “Every day may not be 
good, but there is something good in every day,” a quote she exhibits 
throughout all aspects of her life, whether on her bedroom wall, her 
youth group agendas, or in a motivational text to her friends. In all 
aspects of her life, Isaacs radiates joy.
   Isaacs uses this positive attitude to foster change in her community, 
elected to prominent leadership positions within her youth group, 
B’nai B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO). After serving for six months 
as her chapter’s Chai Chanit, or “Core of Sunshine,” she was elected 
Katvanit, where she facilitates meetings and writes schedules, which 
she always brightens with her signature motivational phrase. “It’s so 
nice to have that outlet of friends from all different schools around the 
area,” Isaacs said, describing her BBYO group as her extended family.
   Isaacs also gets involved with the community through volunteer 
programs and her role in LGHS’s very own leadership class. As president 
of Lion’s Heart, a non-profit volunteer program, Isaacs organizes events 
at local community organizations. For their most recent project, she 
organized a letter-writing campaign with Golden Heroes, a non-profit 
focused on bringing comfort to children with cancer. As part of the 
community service commission in the LGHS leadership class, Isaacs 
organizes an abundance of yearly community outreach opportunities, 
most recently donating leftover LGHS spirit wear to veterans.

by Jenna Roselli
Opinion Editor

On the ballroom dance floor, sophomore Galina Dumov 
enchants the audience with her exquisite lines, swift 
feet, and dazzling smile, while off-stage she 
pursues her love for teaching, family, and 
the LGHS dance team. Dumov enjoys 
Latin dancing competitively and has 
been doing so for ten years in styles 
such as the cha cha, rumba, samba, 
paso doble, and jive. While attend-
ing several competitions a year, 
she dances with her teacher and 
partner leading up to the end of 
the season in September at the Los 
Angeles World Competition. 

A normal competition day is 
six hours long, but this does not 
include the time that goes into put-
ting together Dumov’s extravagant hair 
and golden tan, two processes that are 
crucial for her performance. During the long 
day, she competes in a series of rounds, performing 
at least ten different routines that she has perfected 

while dancing in three-and-a-half inch heels. At her most recent 
competition, she danced her way into the final round and then 
into first place. 

Dumov’s extensive training and skills allow for her 
to help others interested in dance. Dumov teaches 

children beginning to learn the Latin style every 
Saturday morning. She finds her work very 
important and says “I am able to impart 

my wisdom of the art onto children and 
teach them the way I was taught when 
I was their age.”  

When she is not busy dancing, 
Dumov said she believes that “it’s 
important to spend time with family” 
and always strives to do so with the 
relatives whom she has in the Bay 

Area, as some of her family lives out 
of the country. She is the first of her 

family to be born in the United States 
and is uniquely bilingual. While growing 

up, Dumov’s first language was Russian, and 
English was her second. Being bilingual helps her 

when learning, and understanding new languages and 
is especially helpful in her French 3 class this year. 

Not only does Dumov dance and teach Latin ballroom, but she 
is also a member of the LGHS dance team. As this is her second 
year being on the team, she said that “this year is the closest the 
team has ever been and [it] really does feel like family.” She enjoys 
football season when the team gets to pump-up the student section 
on the sidelines and entertain the crowd while performing fun and 
sassy routines on the field during halftime. However, dancing and 
spending time with her friends is her favorite part of being on the 
dance team. Whether on the ballroom dance floor, in the studio, or 
at home, Dumov brings passion to everything she does. 
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   When not organizing large-scale community enterprises, Isaacs 
spends her time wearing cap number 18 in the Los Gatos pool, where 
she plays as the only freshman on the girls’ Varsity water polo team. 
“I’m super honored and appreciative to be on the team,” Isaacs said. 
“The camaraderie and the community has just been a built-in family 
right as I came in[to high school], and that’s just such a great feeling.” 
   After playing virtually every sport before coming to high school, 
including competitive gymnastics, soccer, volleyball, basketball, and 
track and field, Isaacs settled on water polo, which she has continued 
this year. “I just really enjoyed being in the pool and the conditioning 
and the team aspect. I guess water polo just clicked for me.”
   Despite her abundance of time-intensive extracurriculars, Isaacs 
still finds time to unwind, spending time outdoors and at the beach 
as much as possible. “If I ever get stressed I just take a minute, put 
my music in, hang out with my dog,” she said. Her current playlist 
includes tracks by Taylor Swift, Ed Sheeran, Noah Kahan, and Jeremy 
Zucker, an inspirational mix to match her love of motivational quotes 
and provide the ultimate dance party with her friends.
   As for her next four years, Isaacs hopes to make LGHS and the 
community at large a more accepting place full of smiles, kindness, 
and, of course, motivational quotes. If you can’t make it to one of 
her many sports games this year, you can find Isaacs on her weekly 
sunset skateboarding outing or organizing her next community 
outreach program.
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Dumov dazzles the crowd on the ballroom dance floor


