
by Ethan Sanders
Editorial Editor

As a first-rate playmaker and lead scorer on the 
varsity water polo team, freshman Lars Schubert 
is no stranger to stardom. In the pool, you can spot 
the young varsity star sporting cap number 16 as he 
plays alongside and against water polo veterans. Out 
of the pool, however, you can recognize Schubert 
by his brilliant blue eyes, signature swimmer hair, 
and upbeat demeanor.

 Schubert is in the midst of his fifth 
year playing water polo, having played 
for club teams since age ten, but 
this is his first year playing 
at the high school level. 
He started his water 
polo career playing 
for West Valley Water 
Polo, but then moved 
to DACA (De Anza 
Cupertino Aquatics). 
After the DACA club 
disbanded, Schubert 
began to play for 
the San Jose Water 
Polo Foundation and 
when he is not engaged 
in school season, he still 
plays for that team. With this 
new club team, Schubert competes 
in the USA Water Polo Junior Olympics 
tournament every summer, requiring him to travel 
to locations such as Orange County and Stanford 
University. Last year, Schubert and his 14 and under 
team placed 23rd in the Junior Olympics.

For the first time in four years, Schubert was 
one of two freshmen selected to play on the Los 
Gatos varsity team. On top of that, Schubert holds 
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a coveted starting position on the varsity team 
and continues to rack up goals as one of the 
team’s top scorers. Typically, a freshman on a 
varsity team would be intimidated by their sea-
soned, older teammates; however, Schubert has 
a different disposition towards them.

“I view the upperclassmen, whether they 
be on my team or other teams, as role models. 
A handful of them go on to play water polo 
collegiately, and that motivates me to put in 

extra work so that I, too, can play at the 
collegiate level.”

Schubert isn’t just a one 
trick pony, though. Along 

with being exceptional 
at water polo, he 

also goes above 
and beyond the 
average academic 
student. As he is 
enrolled in rig-
orous freshman 
ye a r  c ou r s e s 
such as Biology 

Honors, Schubert’s 
work ethic in school  

is impressive.
“I push myself harder 

in school than I do in water 
polo,” Schubert explains. Lean-

ing towards electrical or mechanical 
engineering as his career in the future, Schubert 
strives to continue to receive commendable 
grades in order to pursue the competitive field.

When he doesn’t have a water polo ball or 
a textbook in front of him, you can be sure to 
catch Schubert simply relaxing with his three 
cats or jamming to Nirvana with his friends.

Schubert makes a splash

by Jackie King
People Editor

You will never have a class with the wacky yet 
brilliant Maya Josifovska without noticing her 
presence; her outgoing and friendly personality 
allows her to make friends with everyone she 
meets. When she’s not in school, you can find 
this chaotic sophomore collecting stories for 
Reality Check, blocking on the volleyball court, 
or shredding the bass during orchestra.

Josifovska began her volleyball career in 5th 
grade, participating in camps on the weekends 
before joining a popular local club team called 
Vision. She now looks back on this as extremely 
weird; because she was “a super unathletic kid 
and was so uncoordinated it was ridiculous,” but 
that did not stop her from working hard to earn a 
spot on the team each year. Although Josifovska 
previously faced harsh rejection from some clubs, 
she has also found success, as she now plays for 
Mountain View Volleyball Club’s highest team, 

Morris explores his love for engineering

where she has made some of her closest friends. 
She describes her friendships as “a small family,” 
because her team spends so much time together

During the school day, Josifovska enjoys 
playing the bass during orchestra class. She first 
found her passion for music in 5th grade, where 
she played the cello, but after joining orchestra at 
Fisher Middle School, she and her teacher decided 
to have her try the bass instead due to her height. 
Josifovska explains that although orchestra is 
monotonous at times, it is something she wants 
to continue doing because “there are so many 
other things you can do if you play the bass, like 
electric bass,” among other instruments. 

Despite her denial, Josifovska is one of the 
brightest people you will meet. In 7th grade, 
she took Algebra 1 at Fisher Middle School while 
simultaneously taking Algebra 2 at Fusion Acad-
emy. This allowed her to take Geometry in 8th 
grade so she could go straight to Trigonometry 
Pre-Calculus Honors as a freshman, which is three 

by Alia Arafeh
Culture Editor

With two vastly different interests, both of 
which she dominates, it’s no wonder Katy Hawk 
is a well-rounded, talented freshman at Los Gatos 
High School. As an accomplished swimmer, a gifted 
photographer, and an intelligent student, Hawk 
is just as good in the water as she is on dry land.

Hawk began swimming with her older brother 
at the Los Gatos Swim and Racket Club at the age 
of five. “We started to really enjoy it. By the time I 
was eight and my brother was eleven, we switched 
over to a more competitive club.” Since then, Hawk 
has accomplished great things in the water. She 
made her first time cut at Far Western, a swimming 
competition, and at that same meet she took first in 
the 200 freestyle. On top of that, she achieved her 
first sectional time cut this summer. Hawk has great 
potential and plenty of time to become an even 
faster swimmer and win more medals throughout her 
career as she makes her way through high school.

Although she frequently resides in a swimming 
pool, Hawk finds time to pursue another one of 
her interests: photography. The art of photography 
became a part of Hawk’s life when she was young, 

explaining how “[her] dad has been interested in 
photography since [she] was little.” Three years 
ago, her dad bought a new camera and allowed 
Hawk and her older brother to use his old one. Her 
brother did not find much interest in the topic, 
but she continued taking pictures, and is now 
continuing to advance her skills. On her Instagram 
photography account, @photohawkk, Hawk posts 
stunning photos she meticulously shoots and edits.

As a result of her many interests, Hawk often 
finds herself busy with her schoolwork and swim-
ming practices. She describes how balancing her 
hobbies has “definitely been difficult, especially 
with high school because it’s a lot more than 
middle school, and swimming has become a lot 
more competitive.” Despite this, she still finds free 
time to take pictures with her friends and hang out 
with her dog Tara. 

Hawk’s creative photography and gold med-
al-winning speed keeps her busy as she dives into 
her high school career. Be sure to check out her 
pictures and stay updated on her races while she 
develops both talents throughout her four years at 
Los Gatos High School.

by Austin Yung 
Editor-in-Chief

With Bill Nye as his “sciencey and 
smart” role model, senior Bennett 
Morris aspires to teach kids like the Sci-
ence Guy himself. Morris loves the STEM 
field, especially mechanical engineering, 
takes metal shop at LGHS, and spends 
time outside of school working at ACE 
Hardware. In order to further develop 
his mechanical engineering skills, Morris 
also enjoys leading his Sea Scout troop, 
which is a branch of Boy Scouts, but the 
coolest branch since they have boats. 

In his freshman year, Morris decided 
to take metal shop because “[he] was 
tired of just sitting in classes writing 
stuff down or talking. [He] wanted to 
do stuff with [his] hands ‘cause that’s 
how [he] learns best.” Now in his third year of the class, Morris plans 
to further develop his foundation in designs and the way he works 
with different machines. With a sense of excitement and passion in 
his voice, Morris stated, “It’s a really practical skill to just think about 
the process of designing something and making something, and that’s 
really helped me a lot with what I want to do [career wise].” While he’s 
still unsure of what he specifically wants to pursue regarding mechan-

ical engineering, Morris loves every 
aspect of the field and continues to 
eagerly learn as a means to channel 
his interests into a profession. 

When the final school bell rings 
and metal shop ends, Morris heads 
to his job at Rural Supply Hardware, 
where he’s surrounded by building 
materials. As a result of his interest 
in hands-on activities, Morris chose 
to work at the supply shop because 
“it’s a cool place for [him]…[to inter-
act] with a bunch of people that work 
for themselves and do their own proj-
ects.” He doesn’t necessarily clock in 
and out of the job for the paycheck, 
but more so for the experience that 
it provides him.  

However, metals and work can’t 
possibly compare to Morris’ commitment to Sea Scouts; he and his crew 
maintain boats, compete in regattas, learn safety guidelines, and go 
sailing for several days on end. Sea Scouts is a group of 14 to 18 year 
old kids that “own, operate, and maintain a 95 foot ex-coast guard 
ship,” according to Morris. As the youth group leader – which is also 
called the bosun – he acts as a bridge of communication between the 
adult group and the youth group, while also keeping his team on track 
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while repairing an engine or practicing for a regatta. While Sea Scouts 
may seem daunting, Morris “encourages anybody to look in to it, and 
to at least try it; because [he] didn’t want to do it at first…and now 
[he’s] absolutely fallen in love with it.”

As a man of great endeavors, Morris hopes that others will also “find 
what [they] love, explore what [they] love, and push [themselves] to 
learn.” So, if you ever stop by Rural Supply Hardware or the metals 
shop, you just might see Morris working away or chatting with a group 
of friends on the front lawn, but such an outspoken student like him 
will be happy to talk with anyone who approaches him.
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years ahead of the expected level. Despite her 
young age, she is already excelling in Calculus AB. 

Outside of her busy school schedule, one of 
Josifovska’s main extracurriculars is the stu-
dent-run club Reality Check, where students 
submit anonymous stories to create a monthly 
paper to share funny, relatable, or inspiring 
experiences. Josifovska says that Reality Check 
was something she always read during middle 
school because of her older brother, but she 
never actually seriously considered applying until 
someone promoted the club during her fresh-
man year English class. Ever since she joined, it 
became “one of her favorite things to do outside 
of school.” 

If you are ever blessed with the presence 
of this social butterfly, do not be fooled by her 
modest aura. Anyone who knows Josifovska knows 
she will go far in life, no matter what she does, 
and they are all excited to see where she goes 
with her talent.courtesy M. Josifovska


