
by Delaney Brown
Center Editor 

Exuberant junior Viveca Pannell wows her peers 
with her versatile and unique interests that make her 
utterly unforgettable. The 16-year-old sports prodigy 
dabbles in a plethora of activities such as music, 
wrestling, and running which further highlight her 
multifaceted skills.

Running for the Varsity cross country team at 
Los Gatos High School, Pannell acknowledges she 
has an unconventional love for running. The cross 
country star first discovered her love for the sport 
back in middle school when she joined the Fisher 
team. While most people find running to be almost 
unbearable, Pannell considers it “somewhat of a 
release from all of the stresses of life. I use running 
as a way to [get] in tune with my mind and body 
in a way that is comparable to meditation.” To 
work through the pain, she has to realize that the 
“physical barrier is only temporary, but the accom-
plishment will stay with me much longer.” 

Pannell has also found a passion for wrestling in 
addition to running. She started wrestling last year 
and was originally attracted to it because of the dual 
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need for both strategy and physical agility. Pannell 
explained wrestling requires “you to fully commit 
to what you’re doing. You have to really develop 
your mental toughness and understand your 
opponent.” With every match, she must realize 
the humanity of her opponent to acknowledge that 
she has the strength to beat them. She hopes more 
girls will join the wrestling team later in the year 
so that they can form a legitimate girls’ team at 
LGHS and compete at more tournaments.

Because of her involvement in many sports, 
Pannell has adopted a growth mindset that helps 
throughout her daily life. She has grown a sense 
of confidence and pride within herself because she 
can physically see her progress and improvement. 
In addition to her interest in sports, Pannell adores 
all things music. The talented musician has a knack 
for the piano, and she loves to write her own 
material. She enjoys the release she finds when 
committing to her artistic expression. “[There are] 
so many different components when it comes to 
playing music, whether it be the tempo or just 
the feelings you want to inject into each note.” 
Although she wants to keep her options open, 
Pannell said she would love to pursue music as a 
career in the future. She recently took the music 
theory class offered at LGHS, wherein she received 
the opportunity to compose her own pieces. She 
has a particular interest in writing movie scores, 
because “when music is inspired by certain feelings 
or actions, it basically writes itself.”

Make sure to look out for Pannell around 
campus, whether on the track, in the gym, or 
showing off her incredible talents in music. Her 
passion and drive for everything she does is truly 
inspiring, and she is sure to go far in her high 
school career and beyond. 

by Sasha Ryu
Sports Editor 

Whether you refer to him as “Mo,” “E-Man,” “E,” “E-Bear,” “#38,” or 
something along the lines of: “that kid with the seemingly unlimited 
amount of energy” – if you have the chance to meet freshman Ethan 
Currie, it instantly becomes clear that his unrelenting positivity and 
incredible ambition make him someone worth remembering. 

A skilled player on the football field as well as the basketball court, 
Currie has already earned a reputation for himself as one of the most 
gifted athletes among the class of 2023. A natural leader, Currie has 
also been selected, on multiple occasions, by his coaches to take on the 
coveted role of being one out of the four weekly-appointed freshman 
football team captains. According to Currie, it was his father who 
instilled within him his love for the sport. After growing up watching 

the NFL and listening to his dad’s stories about the game, in seventh 
grade, Currie was inspired to begin playing. From the start, Currie 
knew that football was the sport for him. “I enjoy football because, 
to me, it’s a sport like no other. It’s really demanding, but that also 
makes it so much more rewarding,” Currie said. “A lot of people 
don’t really know this about me, but I’m seriously committed to 
becoming good enough to play in college.”

When Currie isn’t making tackles on the football field or study-
ing for his honors classes, he still manages to make the time to 
pursue his passion for art.

“Ever since I was really little, I’ve always loved art and doodling. 
I remember looking at the album covers on iTunes and seeing cool 
movie posters, and thinking, ‘I want to create stuff like that,’” 
Currie stated. 

“I think I get my [creative side] from my mom,” he continued. 
“She does super cool stuff like painting surfboards and murals, 
and just arts and crafts in general. Even though, looks-wise, I’m 
identical to my dad, my personality is much more similar to hers.” 

In general, Currie’s family plays a highly influential role in 
his life. “My older sister, Ava, always encourages me to take the 
right path,” Currie explained. “My younger sister, Ruby, and I are 
also super close. She always pushes me to stay on track and do 
the right thing.”

Although Currie is known for his outgoing, lighthearted char-
acter, and for always being full of energy and cracking jokes, in 
reality, he’s had to overcome his fair share of hardships.

“When my family moved here from So-Ca,l I was diagnosed with 
a lot of [mental-health related issues], including OCD. At the time, 
I didn’t really understand what that meant, but I started going 
to therapy at Stanford, and [they] helped me understand what  

by Austin Yung
Editor-in-Chief

Senior Mira Sharma could be an acrobat as she balances upon 
the tightrope of high school and extracurriculars with ease. Sharma 
spends the majority of her time pitching for the LGHS softball team, 
reading a seemingly endless supply of novels, writing and publishing  
books, and exploring the wonders of computer science.

Thanks to Amazon, Sharma has two self-published books under 
her belt: Water and Earth and Lacuna. She wrote her first novel, Water 
and Earth, back in middle school, wherein she created her own fantasy 
world. When asked what inspired her to write her own book, Sharma 
said, “I read a lot when I was young, and one day I was looking in 
the library and thought, ‘I don’t want to read any of this. I’ve read all 
of them and they look boring, so I’m going to write my own story!’” 
She’s made over 200 to 300 sales, which is quite impressive for a book 
written by a middle schooler. 

On top of that, Sharma recently published a poetry book titled 
Lacuna, which means “void.” Combined with a profound title, the 
book’s cover is a two-faced yin and yang, which she says portrays 
her inner struggle to find herself as an individual. Sharma noted 

that she utilizes poetry as a way to understand herself, stating, “I’ve 
had these poems from over the years that I’ve been writing when I 
feel sad or confused. For me, it’s very freeing.” Sharma put Lacuna 
together over a span of three months with the assistance of her 
cousin’s illustrations which complement each piece. Upon its release,  
her book became an Amazon number one new release in Asian 

American poetry; Sharma is assisting the growth of a genre in the 
literature industry.

Apart from her angsty artistic side, Sharma also has an interest in 
computer science – particularly natural language processing. Natural 
language processing allows Sharma to combine her love for computer 
science and language into one as it is “capturing the essence of human 
thought [within a computer].” 

Sharma also pitches for the LGHS Varsity softball team as its 
co-captain. She started her softball career as a pitcher 11 years ago, 
when she was in elementary school. Sharma said she initially disliked 
pitching as “it’s so much pressure. Just one pitch can lose the game 
for your team.” However, the sport eventually grew on her. 

“The sense of community make[s] it fun,” she said.  “I can 
constantly compete with myself. That’s what I live for; I live  
for a challenge.”

Almost at the end of her four-year tightrope walk, Sharma rep-
resents the ideal balance between scholar and athlete, as both a pub-
lished author with an interest in computer science and a successful 
softball co-captain. So if you’re ever in need of a good book to read, 
or are learning poetry in English, check out Sharma’s publications! 

 

Pannell conquers the wrestling world
by Senji Torrey
Sports Editor 

At Los Gatos High School, there is an array 
of classes that allow students to be challenged, 
and work for that seemingly mandatory A grade. 
These classes are called Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes, and for 
an ordinary high schooler, 
one or two of these classes 
can feel like the weight  
of the world being set 
upon their shoul-
ders. However, for 
sophomore Vivek 
S a r k a r ,  g o i ng 
above and beyond 
is practically in  
his genes. 

As a sophomore, 
Sarkar takes many 
of the most difficult 
classes Los Gatos High 
School has to offer. This 
includes AP European His-
tory as well as AP Calculus 
AB. He said that “Euro is for sure 
the more difficult one, but I think 
it’s better to say it’s the one that’s more  
foreign to me.” 

On top of these two AP classes, Sarkar also 
participates in the LGHS robotics program. While 
some members of the team are busy assembling 
parts for new robots and others testing promising 
prototypes, as a member of the Computer-Aided 
Design (CAD) team, Sarkar works on designing a 
cart that will transport the robots after they have         
been completed. “Doing robotics was definitely a 

Sarkar balances robotics and AP classes
very good decision on my part. It’s taught me so 
much about designing, manufacturing, and more,” 
Sarkar said.

To top it all off, Sarkar spends his sixth period 
working with various alloys to create an extraordi-

nary work of art in his metal shop class. 
When asked to describe what one 

does in this class, he explained 
that “you switch between 

five or six stations over 
the course of the year and 

learn a lot of new stuff 
like welding, forging, 
and casting.” Though 
he admitted that “I’ve 
really got no definite 
plans for the future 
or what I’m gonna do  
in college,” 

Sarkar still offered 
an insight into what 

path he may be taking, 
explaining that “I’d say 

that I’m definitely going 
to do something STEM-re-

lated… Since I like robotics so 
much, I think that engineering is 

a good possibility.” With so many dif-
ficult classes, some may think that Sarkar is 
swamped with responsibilities. However, Sarkar 
finds time for leisure by always being on top 
of his work. He reassure the concerned, saying 
that, “That doesn’t necessarily mean you have 
to work constantly, but that you at least have 
to have a plan.” With so many options for this  
extraordinary sophomore, there is no telling  
where he could go.

Sharma excels in the literary world and at softball
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Currie explores football and creates art

I was going through. I’ve been to a lot of counselling [since then], 
and it’s been a lot better than how it was when I was younger,” 
Currie explained. Upon being asked what advice he would give to 
someone in the same position he was when he was first diagnosed, 
Currie’s answer was simple, yet incredibly profound: “Eventually, 
it gets better. It truly does. It just takes time.” 

Currie’s philosophy on life further speaks to the quality of 
his character: “It’s hard to stay motivated, but whenever things 
get rough, I just think about what I can really accomplish if I 
can keep on trying. No matter what, I seem to get by, living my  
life step by step.”

Despite facing even the most daunting of challenges, Currie 
continues to live for the things that bring him the most joy. When-
ever he discovers something he’s passionate about, he dedicates 
every ounce of his effort to that area, and proves, time and time 
again, that he’s capable of greatness. 

Whatever he goes on to become in the future, one thing is 
for sure: Ethan Currie is destined to accomplish incredible things. 
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