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Sul l i van sp i l ls  about the best Br it ish bake off
by Sophie Sullivan
Media Production Editor

With the weather cooling off and cozy blankets making 
their way out of the closet, all you really “knead” this 
winter is the current season of The Great British 
Bake Off. New bakers, new challenges, and new 
dishes made their way to screens late August, 
and the starting thirteen contestants turned 
into three finalists, with just one taking home 
the prize on Oct. 29.

The show first aired in 2010, and has made a 
season each year since. It was originally judged by 
Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood, and presented by 
duo Sue Perkins and Mel Giedroyc. When the show 
moved to Channel 4 from BBC, Perkins and Giedroyc 
were replaced by Noel Fielding and Sandi Toksvig, with 
Prue Leith taking Berry’s place.

Netflix released Season 10 as weekly episodes on 
the streaming platform rather than releasing the 
entire season at once, as it has done before. This 
made watching more manageable and prevented 
the inevitable binge-watching that would have 
occurred had it been released all at once. Season 
10 also featured a heartwarming group of bakers, 
capturing audiences with the young Henry Bird and 
quirky Helena Garcia. The show maintained its embar-
rassingly amusing quips delivered by hosts Fielding and 
Toksvig, and did not fail to grip viewers with creative 
challenges whose results drop jaws in awe.

by Jackie King
People Editor

The music of Radhames Rodriguez, 
a.k.a. Kota the Friend has risen in 
popularity since the 2017 release of 
his first single Lawn Chair. Since then, 
Kota the Friend has released many 
more singles and two albums and is 
scheduled to go on tour for his new 
album FOTO that was published on 
May 15 and received great ratings. 

Kota’s newest album FOTO is 
mostly a compilation of his popu-
lar singles with a few new cre-
ations, including the introduc-
tion to his album “Full Bloom,” 
which features artists talking 
about their heritage. He touches 
on how he did not sell out to big 

record label companies, as 
staying true to his culture 
is very important to him. 
One of the reasons Kota 
the Friend decided not 

to sign with a well-known 
record label is because he 

wanted to have the freedom to 
create music his own way. His cur-

rent record label gives him the free-
dom to make his music authentic and 

different from most mainstream artists.
Although not all of his words have 

significant meaning, Kota’s ability to paint 
a picture through his words and melodies is 
beyond compare. FOTO can almost be com-
pared to a painting of a landscape; the 
art may not have a momentous message, 
but it is still pleasing to the eyes and the 

by Alia Arafeh
Culture Editor

When I imagine a show about a talking 
cartoon horse, my expectations are pretty 
low. However, Bojack Horseman, a Netflix 
original starring Will Arnett as Bojack, sur-
passes all of them. The irreverent cartoon 
masterfully ties together serious, everyday 
issues through the wit and humor of Bojack 
and his friends. Recently, the sixth season 
came out on Netflix, which consists 
of eight new episodes that continue 
Bojack’s life story as he copes with 
addiction.

Bojack Horseman, created by Raphael 
Bob-Waksberg, is about a horse’s life in Holly-
woo, which is an inside joke about the real-life 
Hollywood, as an ex-Hollywoo star. The show 

portrays Bojack as he 
copes with his alco-
holism and depres-
sion, and how his 
close friends are 
affected by it. 
It also portrays 
their own lives 
and problems 
and how they 
deal – or don’t 
deal – with them. 
The Netflix origi-
nal uses comedy to 

deal with dark and 
difficult topics, doing 
so in very creative ways.

Bojack Horseman 
undoubtedly takes risks. 
For example, the sixth 

mind, just as Kota’s 
music is to the ears. 
Although near the 
end the album 
does become a 
little repetitive, 
it does not 
diminish the 
album’s over-
all impact.
By far the 

mos t  popu la r 
song on the album 

is Alkaline, with 
more than 12 million 

streams on Spotify. 
Although stunning, I feel 

its popularity has more 
to do with pop-style ambi-

ance than with an individualistic 
sound. There are many authentic 

and creative songs within the album that have 
a calming lo-fi sound and never fail to put me 
in a good mood, but they are overlooked by 
listeners because of the unusual melodies. The 
best examples of this are Birdie, in which Kota 
reminisces about his love for a girl and the times 
they had together, and Chicago Diner, in which 
he talks about how his love for a girl will never 
fade despite their distance. 

FOTO deserves all of the prodigious reviews it 
has received. His original sound is something new 
to the music industry, but it is surely something 
that other artists could learn from. By keeping 
true to his roots and culture, he creates music 
with feeling and emotion that expresses a feeling 
of happiness and love, which his growing listen-
ers appreciate.

Kitten: Alternative rock band Kitten, led by vocalist Chloe Chai-
dez, diverged from their classic dark, moody style with their new EP, 
Goodbye Honeymoon Phase. The EP hosts a variety of songs, ranging 
from Memphis, a calm ballad centered 
on love and longing; to ME, a sassy song 
about individualism and refusing to take 
criticism from others. Chaidez, who has 
been part of the band since her mid-teens, 
consistently experiments with different 
music genres, blending rock with synth-
pop reminiscent of the 80’s. The band’s 
latest release laments the loss of youth 
and features themes of love, heartbreak, 
and self-identity. Despite the bleak subject 
matter of certain songs, Kitten always 
presents upbeat, unique music that you 
can dance to. You can listen to Kitten’s new 
EP on YouTube, SoundCloud, and Spotify.
-Morgan Tinsley, Editor in Chief

The Politician: Netflix recently released it’s latest black comedy, 
The Politician. The show stars Ben Platt as Payton Hobart, a high 
schooler who aspires to be president one day and will stop at nothing 
to get what he wants. Nothing matters more than the carefully crafted 
image that he has created, and he is willing to be ruthless in order 
to win. The show demonstrates not only the bottomless pressures of 

high school, but also the result of those burdens when combined with 
an atmosphere that demands nothing short of perfection. This binge-
worthy show provides a unique and humorous look at society today.
-Maddie Dewhirst, News Editor

NF: NF, an up and coming rapper, 
sings about his troubled past and 
his childhood aspirations. His most 
recent song, Time, explores the 
complicated inner-work-
ings of a failing rela-
tionship. Though this 
subject may not seem 

to pertain to the ordi-
nary high school student, his 

lyrics can relate to daily life, such 
as when he says, “got a lot of issues I’m tryna 
work through ‘em.” With such outrageously 
prodigious lyrics (reference every lyric in 

When I Grow Up), NF might just be the next big thing in the 
music world.
-Senji Torrey, Sports Editor

Zombieland: Zombieland: Double Tap hit theaters earlier last 
month, and it’s all that fans were waiting for. The long-awaited sequel 
to the 2009 action comedy film Zombieland does the franchise name 
justice by recruiting the same four original actors – Jesse Eisenberg, 

Woody Harrelson, Zoey Dutch, and Emma Stone – to partake in classic 
blood-splattering zombie combat. If you aren’t already a Zombieland 

fan, give the movie a chance if you love a hearty laugh 
and epic explosions.
-Ethan Sanders, Editorial Editor

Hobo Johnson: Frank Lopes Jr., aka Hobo 
Johnson, caters to an audience of stoner band 
geeks with his obscure, experimental rap music. 

Don’t let this deter you from listening to his 
original 2017 album The Rise of Hobo 

Johnson or his latest release The 
Fall of Hobo Johnson, though, as 

you will most likely be shocked 
by your love for these dynamic 

tracks. His spoken word pop and slam 
poetry-esque rap backed by a mix of 
punk, folk, and jazz beats played by The 
Lovemakers gives fans a glimpse into 

Lopes’s struggle with crippling insecurities 
through an intense yet pleasurable listening 

experience. My favorite Hobo Johnson songs include 
Sex in the City, wherein he raps about issues like poverty, body image, 
and gender identity; and Father, in which he details his struggles 
growing up in a hostile, unloving home.
-Jamie Blough, Editor in Chief

episode of season five, titled Free 
Churro, is a twenty-six minute 
monologue in which Bojack 
gives a eulogy at his mother’s 
funeral. The episode does 
not fail to catch the view-
ers attention and invoke 
real emotion throughout. 

Another memorable episode, 
episode four of season three, 

titled Fish Out of Water, lacks 
any dialogue from begin-

ning to end. It takes place 
under water and follows 

Bojack on his journey to 
find the father of a lost 

seahorse. These episodes are 
just a couple of examples 
of risks taken by the 
writers which worked 
well to add depth to  

  the show.
The newest season does 

not disappoint. In this season, Bojack checks into 
rehab as he tries to recover from addiction. His 
close friend, Mr. Peanutbutter, undergoes problems 
with his fiance as Bojack’s other friend, Princess 
Caroline, begins her journey through motherhood. 
The episodes include fascinatingly animated scenes 
and storylines that evoke emotions in the viewer. 
The show is ironically very real and easy to relate to.

The storyline, emotional depth, and animation 
in Bojack Horseman truly blows me away. If you’re in 
need of a show to binge watch, I highly recommend 
Bojack Horseman. I assure you, you’ll be pleasantly 
surprised by the emotional journey that the show 
takes you on, and I hope that you fall in love with 
the characters as much as I have.

But while the crafty challenges engrossed viewers with 
suspense, some may wonder if the show 

is losing its original touch in favor of 
more confusing bakes. Earlier sea-

sons stuck to basic themes like 
Pâtisserie and Cakes, with an 
occasional unique theme like 
Vegan or Italian. Season 10 
has already featured three 
of these unique themes, and 
their challenges seem to 

focus more on the com-
plexities of baking rather than 

the baked goods themselves. At 
one point, bakers were tasked with 

making veggie burgers and creating a sugar glass 
cabinet to present their pastries in. Hot weather fur-

ther intensified this challenge, as bakers wrapped 
towels around their necks 
and held fans in their 
faces while they ner-
vously watched their 
work melt under the 
warm British sun.

Despite critical chal-
lenges this season, the 

show managed to pull 
almost 6 million viewers 

overnight for its first episode. 

Critics on Rotten Tomatoes rated it a 50%, with one critic noting 
that producers have chosen “style – and an ugly style 

at that – over the substance that made the baking 
competition a sensation.” Another review positively 
noted that with the intricate challenges, “real skill 
is on display among the bakers.”

The season finale aired Oct. 29, and after 
three suspenseful challenges, Hollywood and 
Leith declared David Atherton from Whitby, 
England, the winner. This came as a shock to 
many viewers as Atherton had never won “Star 
Baker” during the season, and many expected 
Steph Blackwell from Chester to win. But 
Atherton consistently made impressive dishes 

and held his cool throughout challenges, ensuring 
his victory as well-deserved. If anything, the proof is in his pudding.
(Sources: Rotten Tomatoes, reality blurred, Radio Times, Daily Mail, 
The Independent)
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