
What you can do to give back
this Thanksgiving season

 

 
Instead of waiting 

around all morning for your 
mom to cook Thanksgiving dinner, 

try spending your morning at Silicon Val-
ley’s annual Turkey Trot. In the 15 years it 

has taken place, the various race events have 
generated millions of dollars for local charitable 
programs, food for hungry families, affordable 
housing, and glasses for children. If running 
isn’t your thing, you can donate or sign up to 
volunteer at their online site to help combat 

hunger and homelessness in our local 
community.

-Madeline King, 
 Editor-in-Chief

Hunger at Home is 
a non-profit charity based in 

Santa Clara. Run by Ewell Sterner, the 
charity focuses on “bridging the gap” with 

businesses. They collect donations like old bed 
sheets from hotels or uneaten food after profes-

sional sports games. Their main focus is finding a way 
to use extra food because Americans waste 40 percent 
of all food. Over Thanksgiving, this number skyrock-

ets. They are completely non profit and don’t have very 
many full-time volunteers, so they can use all the help 
they can get. You can volunteer to help them sort the 

hundreds of donations they go through every day. 
If you are interested in helping out or donat-
ing this holiday season, contact Hunger at 

Home at contact@hungerathome.org.
-Lucy Holland,

 Sports Editor

This fall, embrace 
the theme of giving back to 

the community by volunteering at 
Santa Cruz’s Homeless Garden Project. 

The Homeless Garden Project unites a com-
munity to focus on providing those struggling 
with maintaining permanent housing with job 
training and employment opportunities. Their 
goal is to help those living in poverty find jobs 
and ways to give back to the community. This 
month, stop by the Natural Bridges Farm on 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10am to 2pm 
to help with harvesting, planting, and 

weeding the garden.
-Wilma Wei,
Humor Editor
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Though donating by 
compiling canned foods or orga-

nization-led food drives is effective, 
the same goal can be accomplished quite 

simply by bringing your family’s Thanksgiv-
ing dinner leftovers directly to the local homeless 

population and meeting them face-to-face. By stop-
ping at a homeless shelter or donation center such 
as House of Hope or looking out for the homeless 
in your local community, you can experience the 
tangible impact of your selfless act and spread the 

true spirit of Thanksgiving. Plus, let’s face it – 
leftover turkey does get a little monotonous 

after the fifth day.
-Lexi Kupor,
 People Editor

If you’re looking 
for a way to give back to your 

community and connect with others 
this season, look no further than the LGS 

Recreation Department’s Thanksgiving Lunch-
eon. The annual event, taking place on Sat., 

Nov. 23, serves as a Thanksgiving lunch to over 
200 senior citizens in Los Gatos. Volunteers can 

help with setting up tables the day before or with 
preparation, serving food, and cleaning up the 

day of the event. To volunteer, create an account 
with LGS Recreation and sign up for the event 

online. The smiles you’ll get will be enough 
to warm even the chilliest of fall days.

-Sophie Sullivan, 
Media Production 
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hundreds of donations they go through every day. 
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