
breaking to vote against it. The vote passed with 231 Democrats 
voting yes, and an additional vote from the sole Independent in the 
House, former Republican Justin Amash. 

Over the past two weeks, Congress has been releasing transcripts 
of the closed-door testimony that have contained multiple bombshells 
previously unknown to the public. The transcripts released largely 
confirm the allegations of the whistleblower report that started the 
impeachment inquiry.   

One of the most explosive pieces of new information comes from 
the testimony of Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, a Ukraine expert on 
the National Security Council. He testified that certain damaging 
words and phrases were omitted from the transcript of Trump’s call 
with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine. Additionally, Gordon 
Sondland, the US Ambassador to the European Union and Trump 
mega-donor, amended his testimony to say that there was, in fact, 
a quid pro quo involving military aid to Ukraine. In his revised 
statement, he said that he “now [recalls] speaking individually with 
[one of Zelensky’s top advisors] Mr. [Andriy] Yermak, where [he] said 
resumption of U.S. aid would likely not occur until Ukraine provided 
the public anti-corruption statement that [they] had been discussing 
for many weeks.” 

Public testimony reminiscent of that during the Bill Clinton and 
Richard Nixon impeachment trials during this week and coming 
weeks is expected to amplify the issue of impeachment even further. 
Democrats hope to use these hearings to harness media attention 
and increase public support for impeachment. 
(Sources: Vox, Fox, NYT, NPR, CNN)

by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor 

Less than a year away from the 2020 election, President Trump 
faces a rapidly progressing impeachment inquiry in the House of 
Representatives. Opinions about the inquiry are entrenched in 
partisanship, as Republicans denounce any attempts to remove the 
president and Democrats continue to spearhead the inquiry. 

For several weeks, the House has been deposing officials behind 
closed doors as a part of the impeachment inquiry. On Oct. 23, a group 
of approximately 30 Republican lawmakers stormed into a Sensitive 
and Compartmented Information Facility, in an attempt “to try to 
figure out what’s going on, on behalf of the millions of Americans… 
that want to see this Congress working for them and not obsessed 
with attacking a president who we believe has not done anything to 
deserve impeachment,” said Matt Gaetz, a Republican Representative 
from Florida who helped lead the intrusion. The members halted 
testimony for several hours, holding a press conference and ordering 
pizza. Democrats condemned the Republian’s actions, saying that 
Republicans who sit on the committees holding depositions are as free 
to participate as the Democrats. In fact, several of the Republicans 
present at the protest were allowed in the deposition. 

In line with Republican partisanship, Trump has also attacked 
Adam Schiff, the Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, 
tweeting “He’s got all meetings locked down, no transparency, 
only his illegal leaks. A very dishonest sleazebag!” Democrats have 
denounced the attempts to disrupt the inquiry, expressing their 
outrage at Republicans bringing cell phones into the secure facility. 

by Cooper Bowen
National/World Editor

Democrats wrestled control of both chambers of 
the Virginia legislature and won a narrow victory 
in the Kentucky governor’s race during special 
elections on Nov. 5, while Republicans managed to 
hold onto the Mississippi governorship. Though not 
a perfect indication of how the 2020 presidential 
election will play out, these state elections can 
provide clues to trends in the electorate that could 
continue to play out in 2020.

For the first time since the 1990s, the Demo-
cratic Party now controls the entirety of Virginia’s 
government, winning two seats in the Senate and 
six in the House on Tuesday. This clears the way 
for Virginia governor Ralph S. Northam, whose 
blackface scandal nearly drove him from office, to 
begin passing Democratic legislation and policy 
measures. Priorities for the party include universal 
background checks, raising the minimum wage, 
expanding healthcare access, a ban on assault 
weapons, and expanding voting rights. Democrats 
now might also have the final word on the redis-
tricting process after the 2020 census, although 
a pending independent redistricting committee 
could alter this.

In Kentucky, Democratic candidate Andy 
Beshear led the incumbent Republican Matt 
Bevin by around 5,100 with all precincts report-
ing. Beshear claimed victory, telling supporters, 
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CA Rep. Katie Hill resigns
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
News Editor 

Freshman Representative Katie Hill resigned 
from Congress amid allegations that Hill had sexual 
relations with a member of both her campaign 
staff and her congressional staff. Hill admitted 
to having an affair with a female campaign staff 
member before her election, but denied allegations 
of a sexual relationship between her and a male 
congressional staffer.   

The allegations arose after nude photos of the 
former congresswoman and one of her staffers were 
leaked on a conservative blog. Shortly after, Hill 
announced her resignation on Oct. 27 in a letter pub-
lished to Twitter, later giving a resignation speech. 
In the letter, the Democrat stated that her “abusive” 
estranged husband and “hateful political operatives” 
were to blame for her resignation, because she was 
afraid of what could happen next in this “smear 
campaign built around cyber exploitation.”

Hill was elected to Congress just last year, win-
ning against Republican Congressman Steve Knight. 
Hill represented California’s 25th district and her 
win was a victory for the Democrats who worked to 
secure a House majority. As a bisexual woman, Hill 
made LGBTQ rights a major focus of her campaign. 
She made history as California’s first openly bisexual 
Congressional Representative in District 25. 

Prior to her involvement in national politics, 
Hill headed the nonprofit People Assisting the 
Homeless (PATH). The organization aims to create 
affordable and supportive services for the homeless 

in California. She changed the organization from 
an exclusively local force in LA county to the 
largest nonprofit in California to provide homes 
for the homeless. Hill’s estranged husband, Kenny 
Heslep, worked alongside her. 

Hill’s happy marriage seemed to end in July 
when Heslep demanded a divorce, suing Hill less 
than a year after she was elected to Congress. Hill 
said she believes that Heslep was responsible for 
the nude photos leaking. 

In her resignation speech, Hill apologized 
to her supporters, sharing that her main reason 
for the resignation was “because of a double 
standard. I am leaving because I no longer want 
to be used as a bargaining chip… by shame-
less operatives for the dirtiest gutter politics 
that I’ve ever seen… I am leaving because of a 
misogynistic culture that gleefully consumed my 
naked pictures.” Hill alleged that a man in her 
position would not be resigning from the role 
she worked so hard to obtain. Hill pointed out 
that Donald Trump was elected regardless of his 
history of sexual misconduct, stating, “a man 
who brags about his sexual predation, who has 
had dozens of women come forward to accuse 
him of sexual assault, who pushes policies that 
are uniquely harmful to women and who fills the 
courts with judges who proudly rule to deprive 
women of the most fundamental right to control 
of their own bodies, sits in the highest office of  
the land.”
(Sources: CBS, NBC, CNN, CNBC, LA Times)

Dems win in KY and VA
“Tonight, voters in Kentucky sent a message loud 
and clear for everyone to hear. It’s a message that 
says our elections don’t have to be about right 
versus left, they are still about right versus wrong.” 
However, Bevin refused to concede and called for a 
recanvass of the results, claiming that there were 
a “few irregularities,” but failed to offer specifics. 
Bevin is the most unpopular governor in the coun-
try, with Morning Consult giving him a -20 approval 
rating. Republicans won every other statewide 
race in Kentucky, indicating that Bevin’s victory 
on Tuesday only shows that voters rejected Bevin, 
not the Republican party as a whole. 

Republicans salvaged the night by holding onto 
the Mississippi governorship, with Republican Lt. 
Gov. Tate Reeves defeating Democratic Attorney 
General Jim Hood 52 percent to 47 percent. How-
ever, most polls and pundits agreed that this race 
was the longest shot for Democrats, with nearly all 
favoring Reeves. The fact that Hood performed so 
well in the Deep South should be seen as a victory 
for Democrats; regardless, a win is a win, and 
Republicans retained their trifecta in Mississippi.

What each party can take away from this 
election is further evidence of a growing political 
divide between urban and rural areas. Democrats 
saw massive gains in suburban areas, with nearly 
all flipped seats in Virginia happening in subur-
ban districts. Beshear and Hood also ran up huge 
margins in suburban counties compared to earlier 
elections. One other lesson for both parties is that 
voter turnout was completely through the roof, 
which may indicate unprecedented voter partic-
ipation in 2020. 
(Sources: NYT, 538, Morning Consult)

Juul accused of distributing one million tainted pods
by Emmy Morley
Graphics Editor

Ex Senior Vice President of Juul, Siddharth Breja, claimed he 
was wrongfully terminated after exposing Juul for shipping close 
to one million tainted and expired nicotine refill pods. 

According to Breja, the previous chief executive, Kevin Burns, 
stated during a February meeting with staff that, “half our 
customers are drunk and vaping” and they “wouldn’t notice the 
quality of our pods,” suggesting he knew about the expired pods. 
Burns denied the statement on Oct. 23. Current Juul spokesman, 
Ted Kwong, said Burns was not a reliable source and was removed 
from his position because he had “jeopardized and [continues] to 
jeopardize public health and safety and the lives of millions of 
consumers, many of them children and teens.”

Breja claimed he discovered Juul had knowingly shipped 
250,000 tainted Mint Refill Kits, which is the equivalent of one 
million individual Juul pods, then decided against recalling the 
product. Upper-management requested that Breja charge manu-
facturer Alternative Ingredients a seven million dollar fee for the 

tainted product instead of informing customers. Breja called the 
decision to ask Alternative Ingredients for a refund instead of warning 
consumers “hypocritical.” Breja was fired a week after raising his 
concern to his superiors. Breja alleges his termination was an act of 
retaliation and an attempt by the company to harm his reputation. 

Juul stated they had “already investigated the underlying 
manufacturing issue and determined the product met all applicable 
specifications.” Previous chief executive Burns warned users about 
the dangers of vaping in a television interview that people “[should 
not] use Juul. Don’t start using nicotine if you don’t have a preexist-
ing relationship with nicotine,” he stated. “Don’t use the product.”

Juul responded to the controversy by ending sales of the best-sell-
ing mint refill-pods on Nov. 7. The mint flavored pods, as well as 
Menthol, were previously their most popular product, making up 
close to 60 percent of their sales. After scrutiny from community 
leaders and activists throughout the nation regarding e-cigarettes 
and the impact they have on youth, Juul also recently ended sales 
on other flavored nicotine pods including fruit and dessert flavors 
in stores. This month, the company also removed them from online 

marketplaces. Currently, Juul is worth 24 billion dollars, comparable 
to its December worth of 38 billion dollars. Juul has not admitted 
to the shipment and sales of the tainted mint Juul pods.
(Sources: NYT, Wall Street Journal, Buzzfeed News)

HEAD IN THE CLOUDS: Juul products line the shelves at a vaping store.

House splits over vote to formalize impeachment inquiry
They have also defended the closed-door depositions, saying that 
they are more productive than public hearings where questioning 
can quickly turn into a performance. 

On Oct. 31, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi held a vote to 
formalize the impeachment inquiry, a procedure that was not legally 
necessary, but was largely seen as a move to quiet Republican com-
plaints about the secretive nature of the closed-door depositions. 
This marked the first time that Representatives went on the record 
about impeachment. The vote was split along party lines, with zero 
Republicans voting to formalize the inquiry, and only two Democrats 

DEMOCRATS UNITE: Pelosi discusses the impeachment vote alongside Rep. Schiff.

STARS AND STRIPES: CA Rep. Katie Hill speaks to supporters in Santa Clarita during a campaign party in 2018. SMILE AND WAVE: Trump greets crowds with Bevin.

FOR THE WIN: Beshear claims victory Tuesday night.
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