
The concept of electability is omni-
present, pervasive, and inescapable in any 
conversation about modern electoral 
politics. Yet this words lacks an empiri-
cal definition and, as a result, promotes 
biases against certain social 
groups and inhibits the par-
ticipation of minorities in our 
political system.

In poll after poll, Democratic 
voters say they want a candidate 
who can beat Donald Trump. A Gallup 
poll taken in late June found that 
58 percent of Democrats would 
prefer to nominate a candidate 
who has the best chance of beat-

ing Trump, but does not agree with them on almost all 
the issues they care about. Only 38 percent of Democrats 
would rather nominate someone who doesn’t have the best 
chance of beating Trump, but agrees with them on almost 
all the issues they care about. These stunning findings are 
a new development in the Democratic electorate, driven by 
the abject terror that the Trump presidency won’t end in 2020. Thus, 
the search for the most “electable candidate” makes sense - it would 
be a monumental blunder to nominate someone who has next to no 
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If someone was 
tracking your location 
every second of the day, 
wouldn’t you be creeped 
out? To me, this 
sounds more 
like the job 
of a bounty 

hunter, not a mom. Unfortunately, 
with advanced technology comes 
advanced monitoring. Today, parents 
have more access to their kids’ lives 
than ever before. Thanks to Life360, parents can 
track their kid’s every step. However, Life360 
takes parental supervision too far and violates 
the privacy that every kid deserves. 

When parents constantly keep their kids under 
a close eye, it can feel suffocating. Not only can 
this have short-term negative effects, but exten-
sive monitoring can be harmful 
to a child’s development. 

“Going through adolescence 
with the knowledge that your 
every move is being monitored 
could feel terribly intrusive,” 
child psychologist Dr. Nigel 
Blagg contends. “Relationships 
between parents and their chil-
dren should be built on trust, so 
if you need a spying device to reassure you of their 
whereabouts you might need to question what 
that says about your relationship with your child.” 

by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Designer

To the average Amer-
ican, the weekend is 
viewed as a magical and 
peaceful time to sit back 
and relax. On Monday 
mornings, students, teach-
ers, and parents alike look 
forward to the beloved 

weekend, which in turn helps them get through the 
week. The weekend is where one can hang out with 
their friends, try new things, and explore their own 
interests and hobbies. 

Unfortunately, teachers cut the weekend 
in half when they make students spend  
Sunday completing homework 
due on Monday and Tues-
day. Students already do 
more than enough home-
work. Students are tired of 
completing their homework and 
I can imagine that teachers are 
sick of grading it. Therefore, LGHS 
should set aside certain weekends of 
the year where homework is forbidden. 

There are obviously some exceptions to 
this rule. Say a teacher assigns a project on 
Monday that is due the next Tuesday. This project 
would not be seen as weekend homework since the 
student got a whole week to complete it. However, 
say a teacher assigns a worksheet on Thursday due 
Monday. This is weekend homework, and it would not 
be allowed over the designated weekends. 

Weekend homework harms
by Quincy Marks
Public Relations Manager

LGHS students pursue many passions that the 
weekend allows them time to do. From sports to 
art to theater to knitting, the weekend provides 
valuable time for stressed out students to unwind 
and enjoy their passions. Unfortunately, weekend 
homework ruins the fun and reminds the student 
that they are in a never-ending cycle of homework 
for their remaining years in high school. Instead 
of going out and having fun, as adults often press 
teenagers to do, high school students spend a por-
tion of the weekend doing schoolwork. 

Having designated homework-free weekends 
is not a new idea to the U.S. school system. A 

Washington Post article entitled “A homework-
free weekend? Relief for time-starved high 

school students” explores the few 
schools in the Washington D.C. 
that have certain weekends where 
there is no homework assigned. In 

the article, students of these 
schools say that these week-

ends are used to “focus on 
college tasks, [making] 

up missed assignments, or 
[spending] more time with 

family.” These few days through-
out the year provide valuable, much 

needed time for students to do what 
they want. 

 By designating certain weekends through-
out the year as homework free, LGHS would 

promote exploring new hobbies, improving mental 
health, and prompting time to relax.
(Source: The Washington Post)

Although the parent may be supervising out 
of love for their child, it may appear as though 
the parent doesn’t trust their kid. The strain 
Life360 creates on a familial relationship can 
permanently impact the way the child feels about 
their parents. If they feel as though their parents 

can’t be trusted, the child will be reluctant to 
be open and confide with what should be 

a trusted adult.
   When children can no longer tell a 
white lie to their parents to get away 
with being somewhere they shouldn’t, 
they lose an opportunity to make mis-

takes and learn from them. Instead of being 
allowed to take a spontaneous beach trip without 
having to worry about anyone finding out, a 
Life360 victim would have to report back to home 
base. The kid on close watch not only misses out 
on spur-of-the-moment get-togethers, but also 
valuable life lessons about consequences. 

Although Life360 can be helpful in sooth-
ing parents’ incessant worrying 
about their kids, one check-up 
can quickly turn into an obses-
sion of needing to know where 
their kids are at all times. It’s 
important for kids to have the 
freedom to do what they want 
because it will prepare them 
for when they have to be on 
their own as adults. Life360 

suppresses this natural process and fails to brace 
them for reality.
(Source: Dailymail)
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I think our community as a whole needs to start putting more 
effort into showing compassion. We all know Los Gatos is notorious 
for its affluence and privilege, but that doesn’t mean its residents 
don’t have hardships like everyone else. To assume that having 
money and status means having a happy, carefree life is a wildly 
misleading notion. While, at first glance, it might seem like that, 
once you start paying attention, it becomes incredibly clear that’s 
not the case. 

Admittedly, there’s some truth to the ‘spoiled LG kid’ stereo-
types, however, it’s important to realize that people’s lives are so 
much more complex than these superficial characteristics. Yes, 
many people in Los Gatos are wealthy; and yes, many people in 
Los Gatos have privilege. 

However, many of these same people also 
struggle with eating disorders, anx-
iety, and depression. These same 
people have suffered through life-
times of domestic strife, ranging 
from parental infidelity to physical 
abuse. They endure illness, abandon-
ment, and self-hatred. We all have experienced pain 
in our lives, and just because most people don’t talk about it does 
not mean it’s not there. 

Compassion, to me, is one of the 
highest forms of virtue. In order to live 
an ethical and meaningful life, I believe 
one must strive to have compassion for 
others. When I share this ideology with 
others, I’m often criticized. Many seem 
to think compassion is synonymous with 
pity – that being compassionate involves 

looking down upon the suffering of the less fortunate. Others see 
compassion as a burden, arguing it is foolish to become involved 
in other people’s problems. These reactions, more than anything, 
reflect our society’s current stance on compassion. We see compas-
sion as something idealistic, but rarely as a priority, a necessity, or 
as something realistic. We’ve become skeptical, even jaded. I, for 
one, think that needs to change.

Although all three are similar in nature, compassion simply 
cannot be reduced to pity. My favorite way to explain compassion is 
as a form of concern. To be concerned for others is to be interested 
in others, and to consider them as important. To consider someone 
as important, their happiness and wellbeing must be acknowledged. 
Having concern for someone means caring about them. 

Ryu advocates for greater compassion in the community
by Sasha Ryu  
Sports Editor

So much of the pain we experience in our lives goes unnoticed 
or unacknowledged by even our closest friends and family members. 
While I hope those who are suffering can find the empowerment 
within themselves to open up about their pain, I also believe that, 
as close friends and family members of those people, we shouldn’t 
wait for them to come to us. 

If you notice someone in your life is struggling, I encourage you 
to reach out to them. Don’t worry about having the perfect thing 
to say – just show them you care. It might be awkward at first, but 
if you’re genuine, I promise they’ll appreciate it.

I think many people don’t believe they’re capable of having com-
passion, reasoning that they’re just not “nice people.” Although we 

might have been led to believe 
differently, compassion is 

not about grand acts of 
noble charity, or even 

sainthood. Practicing 
compassion is often as simple 

as being present for someone during 
a time of need. Anyone can have compassion if 

they just try. We all need to give compassion just as much 
as we need to receive it. I firmly believe, once we realize that, it 
will truly make all the difference in our community. 

“Electability” shouldn’t define the candidate you vote for
chance of beating Trump. What this mindset gets wrong, however, is 
the belief that only a specific type of candidate is universally elect-
able – usually a straight, white man.

  The truth is we still don’t really know what makes a 
candidate electable. Each election only happens once, and 

it isn’t possible to redo an election to see how a different 
nominee might perform. Because we lack an inher-

ent definition of electability, we often fall 
back on the misconception that 

if you appeal to Midwest-
ern white men, you are 

electable. However, this 
segment of the popula-

tion fails to represent a 
majority of the modern 
electorate, and as the 
makeup of the country 
continues to change, so 
does the concept of elect-
ability. Many candidates 
dismissed as “unelectable” 
end up winning office - think 
Barack Obama or Donald Trump, both 

of whom did not fit the mold of a stereotypical candidate.
At times, the electability argument and the stereotype of an “elect-

able” candidate deter minority groups from seeking political office. 
The veneer of electability, which actively works to justify political 

bias towards minority social groups such as women, people of color, 
and the LGBTQ community, often results in the nomination of a more 
traditional candidate. When people use electability as a reason not to 
vote for a candidate whom they would otherwise support, believing 
that others would not vote for that person, they are doing nothing 
more than being complicit in a system that perpetuates inequality. 
This makes electability nothing more than a euphemism, a word that 
encompasses society’s collective biases that we would rather remain 

unsaid. This not only applies to social groups but also extends 
to political minority groups, especially those with uncon-

ventional ideas.
 Electability is a self-fulfilling prophecy that 

perpetuates problems with representation. If people 
think that only a certain type of candidate is 
“electable,” then only those types of candidates are 
voted into office, making representation that much 
harder to achieve. Furthermore, if only candidates 
who are thought of as electable run for office, this 
further homogenizes the makeup and thinking of 
politicians. This cycle of thinking about who is the 

most electable and then voting based on that mindset 
continuously fails to solve the problems plaguing our 

society. In order to change, voters need to start casting their 
vote not based on the supposed electability of a candidate, but with 
the conviction that their candidate of choice will better our country 
with their representation.
(Sources: Vox, Pacific Standard, NYT, 538, ABC, Crooked Media)
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