
I’m white. I fully rec-
ognize the fact that I have 
white privilege and that 
others see me as what they 
would consider a “white 
person.” There’s no shame 
and no doubt in that fact. 
But should I, Alia 

Arafeh, of Middle Eastern descent, with 
immigrant parents who have origins 
in Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Palestine, 
and surely many other Middle Eastern 
countries, be considered white? 
According to the College Board, 
people of Middle Eastern descent 
are categorized as white. But is it 
fair to consider Middle Easterners 
white for the sake of college appli-
cations and tests, but in any other 
case discriminate against them 
and differentiate from them? It’s 
unfair, inconsistent, and it gives 
Middle Easterners the short end 
of the stick in any case.

The Middle East is large and the diversity 
of people living within it is therefore immense. In 
just one country, there may be people of all colors. 
It is not simple to categorize the number of diverse 
people as “white.” For example, while there are 
people with blonde hair and blue eyes in some parts 
of Syria, there are also people with dark skin and 
dark hair in other parts. Calling all of them “white” 
leaves out an entire group of people who have vastly 
different skin colors and racial identities.
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 Over the past few 
months, news of the 
Amazon fires has been 
widespread. One large 
cause of the fires is another 
important issue that is cur-
rently receiving less atten-
tion, but should have a 

larger spotlight: deforestation.
Deforestation is the clearing of for-

ests for various human uses such 
as agriculture, fuel, food, and 
urbanization. As human popu-
lation grows, deforestation is 
becoming stunningly common. 
According to the World Wildlife 
Fund, over 18.7 million acres of 
forests are cleared per year, an 
area larger than the entire country 
of Panama. When looking at global 
tree loss, a record 73.4 
mill ion acres 
were cleared in 
2016. If defor-
estation con-
tinues at its 
current rate, about 27 percent of the Amazon will 
not have trees in ten years, and all of the world’s 
rainforests could disappear within a hundred years. 

Deforestation not only destroys forests, but 
causes other harms, as 15 percent of all greenhouse 
gas emissions were a result of deforestation. More-
over, rainforests are carbon sinks, meaning their 
trees absorb a portion of the carbon emissions we 
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While Middle Easterners are considered white 
on college applications, people tend to differenti-
ate from them in any other case. In the event of 
a terrorist attack, the first people to be blamed 
are Middle Eastern Muslims. In that case, people 
don’t consider them white. In addition, most 
people would not consider Syrian refugees to be 
“white people.” Middle Eastern women in hijabs 
are often targets for hate crimes, oppression, 
and Islamophobia. 

As a daughter of immigrant, Muslim 
parents, I understand first-hand the 

discrimination that Middle Easterners 
in America face. Yet, when the Col-
lege Board considers them white 
on college applications, they 
essentially misidentify Middle 
Easterners and group them into a 
race which they are not a part of. 
It also may affect their chances of 
getting into certain colleges that 

are looking to have more diver-
sity. They are also not con-
sidered white in the media, 

and therefore face hardships 
because of that; being consid-

ered white ignores those hardships.
Ultimately, Middle Easterners should not be 

considered under the category of “white” on col-
lege applications. It is unfair and it incorrectly 
categorizes the immense amount of diversity 
in the region. It showcases the ignorance that 
Americans have about the meaning of being 
Middle Eastern and the ignorance people have 
about the discrimination that Middle Eastern-
Americans face.

put out. However, we have cleared so much rainforest 
that ecosystems are reaching the point of no return.

While humans need environmental products 
to survive, this kind of deforestation is abhorrent. 
Blatant disregard for the environment should not 
be tolerated and government leaders should crack 
down on deforestation and save what’s left of the 
environment before it’s too late. Unfortunately, 
the opposite seems to be happening, as Brazil has 
instead loosened environmental protection.

In January, Brazil inaugurated President Jair 
Bolsonaro; since then, Bolsonaro has sup-

ported deforestation ever since. In July, 
over 870 square miles, or 556,800 
acres, of the Amazon rainforest were 
cleared, an increase of 278 percent 
from July 2018. In addition, Bolsonaro 
has mocked other countries for show-
ing more concern for the environ-
ment, as he told Angela Merkel to 

“reforest” Germany when she withdrew 
millions of dollars in aid after becoming 

aware of Bolsonaro’s environmental 
views. In addition, he 

cancelled a climate-
pol icy meet ing 

with the French 
Foreign Minister 

to get a haircut. This represents the problem 
with deforestation and climate change in general: 
those who can do something don’t seem to care, 
a troubling trend.

We must do something to save the forests and 
stop deforestation. We will be the ones living with 
the future, so we need to make it a greener one.
(Sources: Live Science, Washington Post, Time)
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Popular comedian Dave Chappelle 
received widespread backlash for jokes 
he made in his August stand-up comedy 
film, Sticks & Stones. The main criticism 
seemed to stem from provocative jokes 
about Michael Jackson and Louis C.K., 
which were arguably in poor taste fol-
lowing major developments in the #MeToo 

movement. Chappelle isn’t the only comedian to face backlash 
for politically incorrect jokes in recent times; a rising distaste 
for provocative comedy has led to the scrutiny of many famous 
comedians. Despite potential backlash, however, comedians should 
continue to push boundaries with their comedy. 

Comedians today are often urged to tailor their humor towards 
a sensitive audience to avoid negative reactions. Many believe that 
to enjoy the humor they consume, it must line up with all of their 
moral and political beliefs. However, the goal of comedy isn’t being 
agreeable – the audience shouldn’t have to agree with everything 
comedians say in order to find their jokes entertaining. Of course 
provocative comedy isn’t for everyone, but there are hundreds of 
great comedians whom people can watch and appreciate if they’d 
rather not hear any potentially offensive punchlines, instead of 
the comedians known for provocative sets.

Additionally, it is unreasonable to take all humor literally, 
which seems to be a rising trend. In Sticks & Stones, Chappelle 

makes a joke about the alleged victims of Michael Jackson’s abuse, 
first saying he doesn’t believe abuse ever took place, then continuing 
to say, “do you know how good it must’ve felt to go to school the next 
day?” This part of his show in particular stirred up controversy, and 
many critics portrayed Chappelle as if he believes what he says here, 
ignoring the fact that this joke might not represent his true 
feelings. While the joke may be unfunny or tasteless to 
some people, it still shouldn’t be construed as his 
definite, honest opinion simply because it doesn’t 
sit well with some. Comedy is not meant to be, 
nor should it be, taken at face value in all 
cases. Comedians should not have to  write 
jokes that are exclusively meant to be taken 
literally – the audience should be intelligent 
and open minded enough to discern what 
is truly reflective of someone’s character 
or beliefs and what is potentially just shock 
humor or “boundary pushing.”

There is also a difference between well-exe-
cuted provocative humor and blatant racism, 
sexism, homophobia, or transphobia under the 
guise of comedy. It’s true that many corners of the 
internet serve as cesspools for edgy Generation Z kids 
to share their bigoted beliefs and write it off as humor, but 
this doesn’t mean that all jokes that aren’t PG and PC are inherently 
harmful. A great example of this is the sitcom It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia. The characters on the show constantly share their selfish, 

intolerant, racist, or sexist views during episodes, but the audi-
ence isn’t supposed to sympathize with these characters – they’re 
supposed to laugh at their backwards insanity. Always Sunny is an 
ideal example of offensive humor done right. The writers for the 
show don’t shy away from joking about controversial topics, but 

they do so in a way that isn’t malicious, making their 
own characters the butt of most jokes.

Comedians have always pushed bound-
aries. The comedians who face backlash 

for their jokes today haven’t changed 
their humor. Rather, society has 
largely changed its mind towards 
what “appropriate” comedy is. I 
believe that we as a society can 
continue urging for equality and 
tolerance while still appreciating 
comedians and protecting their free-
dom of speech. We should criticize 
comedians when their material is 

unfunny, stolen, repetitive, or lacks 
any purpose other than causing outrage, 

but we should be less quick to judge jokes 
merely for being offensive. Comedians should 

push boundaries with their humor to spark dialogue, 
entertain comedy fans, and prevent the occurrence of a wide 
scale echochamber. 
(Source: NBC)

For most, the concept of respecting 
elders has been ingrained in our heads 
since birth. In essence, this timely phrase 
makes sense; the older you are, the more 
experience you have and therefore the 
wiser you are. However, as a generation 
that developed at the same time as a mas-
sive technological boom, we look less to 

the knowledge of those older than us for guidance. The majority of 
us are very self-sufficient and educated because of our facility with 
current electronics. Despite this, “respect your elders” is virtually an 
artifact in our culture. I believe it is time to redefine this outdated 
conception that respect and age go hand in hand. 

This mindset encourages young people to be unconditionally 
compliant from the second they gain consciousness. Teaching 
children to show utmost respect to all elders encourages them to 
do as they are told without question. This blatantly disregards a 
child’s independence and individuality; it teaches them not to stand 
up for themselves when they are mistreated in their developmental 
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years, which can easily translate to situations in their 
adult lives. Especially during an 
age where certain rights and 

resources are being put on 
the line, it is essential that we 

grow up with the ability to advocate 
for ourselves.

The phrase “respect your elders” 
encourages everyone to conform to one 
belief about who does and does not 
deserve respect, when this concept 
should be subjective. Forcing these 
beliefs on a younger generation can 
foster a negligence for new perspec-
tives and teach them to see individu-
als only as what they represent. In 
this case, adults are always respected. 
Instilling this immediate association into 
the minds of children has the potential to 
enforce discriminatory beliefs later on in 
their lives.

This outdated and problematic practice also encourages the disre-
spect of adolescents. Because the phrase is justified by the fact that 

our elders are wiser, it inherently labels kids as 
less wise. Though this may sometimes be true, 
it instills a perception of young people as 
inexperienced and unwise. Thus, less value 
is placed on their words and actions, mean-
ing that our opinions are often invalidated 

and discredited. 
Respect should be earned; it is not 

a human right to be able to command 
respect as soon as you reach a certain age. 
Eliminating the social norm that young 
people must honor their elders even if 
it is not reciprocated is the only way 
to comprehensively teach self-respect, 
which is more important to possess 
than any respect towards others. Elders 

should have to prove themselves worthy 
of respect. Otherwise, they have no authority 
to demand it.
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