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by Ethan Sanders and Delaney Brown
Editorial Editor and Center Editor

As the school year hits its full stride, many 
students are squeezing various sports practices and 
games into their already packed academic schedules. 
These sports include football, waterpolo, girls’ vol-
leyball, and many more that keep students busy 
with rigorous training schedules and competi-
tions. Amongst the student athletes, uncredited 
rumors have been circulating that certain sports, 
such as the football team, receive significantly 
more funding than the less publicized sports, 
like golf or badminton. These rumors, 
spread by some disgruntled students, 
are misinformed and merely stem from 
suspicion of the athletic depart-
ment’s ability to provide equal 
compensation. However, the 
athletic department at LGHS, 
headed by athletic director 
Kenneth Perrotti, provides 
equal opportunity, treatment, 
and the necessary funding for 
all athletics programs. 

Some student athletes 
contest that because sports 
like football, basketball, and 
volleyball charge specta-
tors an entry fee to watch 
the game, they are more 
valued by the athletic 
department because of 
the profits they yield. 
Some students are 
thus convinced that 
the aforementioned 
sports receive special privileges which others sports 
teams do not receive, going against the guidelines 
provided by acts such as Title IX. Title IX is a 
federal civil rights law that mandates the elimina-
tion of discrimination in educational settings. In 
application to sports, this means that all schools’ 
athletics departments are required to provide equal 
opportunities for both boys’ and girls’ programs.

Contrary to this misconception held by certain 
students, profits are directly placed back into a 
schoolwide savings account that is utilized to fund 
all sports programs. Perrotti elaborated that we have 
an annual “operating budget that varies anywhere 
between 250 to 350,000 dollars,” and that this 
budget, which is provided by the school itself, is 

where the profits and recommended donations from 
students are added. Perrotti stressed the importance 
of these donations and earnings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The base budget itself simply is not 
enough for the athletic department to 
fund all the programs, pay coaches, and 
maintain the various athletic facilities – 
the profits and donations help keep all of 
our sports programs afloat and operating to 
such a high standard.

Instead of unrightfully criticizing the ath-
letic department for disproportionate treatment 
of sports programs, student athletes should 
recognize various opportunities and facilities 
that are theirs for the taking. Perrotti explained, 
“we’re lucky enough here that whatever a 
program needs, they usually get.” For example, 
when it comes to transportation for all the 
school’s competitive needs, the athletic depart-

ment will always provide adequate accommodations 
for any team, just as long as the team’s coach 
communicates with the department and requests 
transportation. Perrotti also prides himself on the 
fact that student athletes at LGHS all have access 
to “a full-time [athletic] trainer that works year 
around,” in addition to the strength and condition-
ing coach who enables LGHS to be “one of the only 
public schools that has a strength program that 

runs for four hours almost every day 
after school.”

For students who experi-
ence malcontent regarding 
the funding of their respec-
tive sports programs, 
we encourage them to 
take action through 
fundraising. A vari-

ety of fundraising  
strategies are  

 

Students need to stop spreading sports funding rumors
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accessible for all sports teams to accommodate 
any possible discrepancies in compensation. For 
example, the football teams worked alongside an 
outsourced fundraising company, Vertical Raise, 
to solicit “about 61,000 dollars” in dotations from 
friends and family, according to junior football 
player Sean Maguire. Similarly, both Junior Varsity 
and Varsity field hockey teams organize an annual 
fundraiser called Chicks with Sticks in which sup-
porters of the team buy tickets for a gourmet steak 
dinner. These respective fundraisers allow teams 
to provide sufficient equipment and competitive 
facilities to ensure that the high standard held for 
our sports programs is maintained. 

Student athletes at LGHS should educate them-
selves on how the athletics department distributes 
funding for the various sports programs before 
jumping to misinformed conclusions of how some 
sports are favored over others. Moreover, we stress 
that the students who do choose to believe these 
rumors should not impose these erroneous ideas 
onto other students; we request this to impede 
the spread of these rumors. We count on stu-

dents to recognize their privilege in their 
sports endeavors and express gratitude for 

the athletics department as a whole. Their 
adept management allows the student body 

to pursue first-rate opportunities in athletics. 
(Sources: NCAA)
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