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by Revanth Rao
National/World Editor

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson called for a snap election 
to take place on Dec. 12. The results of this “Brexmas” could have a 
significant impact on Brexit proceedings, as well as Britain in general.

This upcoming election will be Britain’s fourth in a span of just 
five years, as well as the first British election held in December 
since 1923. The last election, held in 2017, proved to be a failure for 
Johnson’s predecessor, Theresa May. After calling an election to earn 
a majority in the House of Commons, May was stymied by opponent 
Jeremy Corbyn, whose successful campaigning led to a close result that 
prevented May from getting her wish. Without a working majority, 
May was unable to pass Brexit on three separate occasions, leading to 
her resignation in June.

In calling an election on such short notice, Johnson appears con-
fident in his ability to win votes. Recent polls have pegged his lead 
at anywhere from three to 15 percent. His lead does not guarantee 
victory, however, as May had a similar, if not better, lead in 2017 before 
a surprisingly effective effort from Corbyn.

A large reason for the December election is the new Jan. 31 dead-
line for Brexit. Despite Johnson saying he would be “dead in a ditch” 
before he delayed a Brexit vote, he was unable to pass measures by the 
deadline and received a three month extension from Donald Tusk, the 
head of the European Council. Thus, the December election becomes 

P.M. Boris Johnson hopes for majority in Dec. elections
critical for Johnson, as a majority, or 326 of the 650 seats in the House 
of Commons, could give him an inside track to pass Brexit. However, due 
to a rise in the number of smaller parties garnering votes, the chance 
of a hung parliament, or one in which no party owns the majority of 
the seats, is more likely. This would likely maintain the status quo, as 
Johnson would probably continue attempting to pass his Brexit deal 
to no avail. On the other hand, if the Labour Party secures a majority 
in the House of Commons, Brexit proceedings could change drastically, 
as the party would likely want another referendum on Brexit.

While Brexit will likely be the main focus of the election, other 
issues are still of importance. The Labour Party will tout the National 
Health Service (NHS), as well as higher taxes on the rich, abolition of 
tuition, and more. The Conservatives will also show a commitment to 
the NHS and promote themselves as the party of law.

Despite the December election date, voters will likely turn out for 
the election, as the voter turnout has increased in each of the past four 
elections and was 68.8 percent two years ago. These votes will prove 
important, as the results of the election could decide the fate of Brexit.
(Sources: Vox, BBC, CNN, CNBC)

Country of the 
month: Sweden 
has free 
health care

by Cooper Bowen, Maddie Dewhirst, and Sofia Rossi
National/World Editor, News Editor, and National/World Editor

While the world is never devoid of unrest, many recent protests 
have received mass media attention for the scale at which they are 
occurring. People are rioting and marching in countries spanning the 
globe, calling for equal representation, an end to corruption, and in 
some cases, massive political change. 

Barcelona 
Violent protests erupted across Barcelona after the Spanish 

Supreme Court sentenced nine prominent separatist leaders to decade-
long sentences on Oct. 4. Riots left millions of dollars in damage and 
hundreds of protestors and police officers injured in the worst violence 
of the modern Catalan independence movement, which is well-known 
for its peaceful tactics. In response, 350,000 people peacefully marched 
on Oct. 26, stretching from the Barcelonan waterfront to the Sagrada 
Familia Church, to underline the support for independence and con-
demn the violence from earlier protests.

Protesters around the world demand political reform

FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE: Demonstrators in NY support protesters in Catalonia.

by Liam Hoole
Media Production Editor

If you’re looking for a new home where the 
culture is rich, the people are blonde, and the 
healthcare is free, look no further than Sweden. 
The country is one that often goes overlooked, but 
is one of the EU’s cultural and economic hotspots 
and deserves a closer look. Sweden lies just north 
of Germany and borders Norway, a country with 
a similar Scandanavian culture. When flying into 
Sweden, first impressions include endless forests 
of deciduous trees, broken up only by hundreds 
of lakes scattered throughout the country. This 
results in a majority of the country’s citizens 
living in suburban areas bordering forests and on 
the banks of lakes. Sweden does, however, include 
a few large cities, such as Gothenburg and Stock-
holm, whose economic efforts go toward producing 
cars, electronics, and other technologies. 

Besides working hard towards maintaining 
one of the EU’s highest GDPs, Swedes know the 
value of playing hard. Pastimes include lake 
activities, consuming precariously large amounts 
of candy, and during summer, garden parties that 
take advantage of what sun they have before it 
disappears during the winter time. Swedish cul-
ture is very social, and involves many instances 
when family and friends gather, the most famous 
of which takes place during “Midsommar” or 
midsummer. This occasion marks the longest day 
of the year and involves dancing around a large 
wreath-like pole and wearing flower crowns. The 
celebration recently received attention after the 
release of a horror movie based around the idea 
of it being a cultish ritual. As terrifying as the 
movie is, we assure you the actual tradition is 
much less frightening. 

Lopez elected in Columbia
by Lexi Kupor
People Editor

On Oct. 27, Claudia Lopez was elected mayor 
of Bogota, Colombia, signifying not just the first 
success of an openly homosexual candidate running 
for mayor of the capital city, but the first woman as 
well. Lopez is a prominent member of the Alianza 
Verde, or Green Alliance Party, and previously served 
as a Colombian senator. 

Lopez, a graduate of Northwestern University, 
won the election with just over 35 percent of the 
vote, defeating opponent and liberal politician Carlos 
Fernando Galan by a miniscule margin. Deviating 
from many of the recent electoral trends in her coun-
try, Lopez reached her political status without the 
assistance of a well-known family name or a source 
of wealth. She obtained a multitude of scholarships 
and loans to finish college and hopes to be a voice 
for minorities and liberal parties across Colombia.

While this mayor-elect champions liberties for 
women and the LGBTQ community, she also aims to 
improve national transportation systems and public 
education. In addition, a goal she has pursued 
throughout all avenues of her career is defeating 
widespread corruption. During Lopez’s former career 
as a journalist and political analyst, El Tiempo 
newspaper fired her from her post as a writer after 
she expressed disapproval at the newspaper’s inad-
equate reporting on a government scandal. During 
her work at the New Rainbow Corporation, Lopez 
studied voting and political corruption, publishing 
pieces later used as evidence by the Supreme Court.

This election marks the first since a 2016 peace 
agreement signed between the national government 
and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia 
(FARC) following 50 years of civil war. Throughout 
this period, murder and sexual and emotional 

COM: Sweden snags stage

HOLD HANDS: Swedes perform at the Midsommar festival. 
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FANCY A CUPPA: Johnson visits the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in UK.

SAY CHEESE: Lopez smiles for an official gov. photograph.

harrassment of women across the country were 
rampant, and these tragedies continue to occur in 
current circumstances: recent statistics conclude 
that Colombia has the tenth highest rate of femi-
cide worldwide. Though protests from the Feminist 
Antimilitarist Network have covered some ground, 
Lopez’s election, along with the general increase 
of female participation in politics, sparks hope for 
revolutionary change.

This new involvement has proved effective; 
along with Lopez’s electoral success, the city of 
Santa Marta elected female mayor Virna Johnson, 
and seven women in the Cauca region will begin 
their terms as mayor at the new year. Another, 
Mercedes Tunabala Velasco, will serve as the first 
female indigenous mayor in the nation’s history.

Colombians of all backgrounds and viewpoints 
alike await the start of a nationwide political 
turning point come Jan. 1. As Lopez, herself, 
remarked, “This is a small step for me, but for 
Colombian women this is a huge step forward.”
(Sources: BBC, Time, The Washington Post)

Another area in which Sweden shines is its 
limited car use and extensive public transportation 
infrastructure. In the US, it’s common to start driv-
ing a car at the age of sixteen and spend the rest 
of your busy life in and around it. In Sweden, the 
vehicle of choice for most teens, in true European 
fashion, is a moped. If the moped isn’t practical, you 
might instead choose to use one of the thousands 
of buses, trams, railways, or ferries to get to your 
destination. Or, perhaps, you might ride your bike 
along the unlimited miles of bike lanes and bike 
specific paths that span the country.

If you aren’t already convinced, you need only 
take a boat ride through the 45 islands contained 
inside the Swedish archipelago, or check into the 
world famous Icehotel. Sweden is a country where 
all children grow up listening to the same fables 
and everyone spends their summers basking on the 
hot rocks lining the pristine lakes This is evident 
throughout its population, as seen through the sea 
of smiling blonde crowds of happy people, eager to 
share their way of life. 

Lebanon 
Normal life in Lebanon has ground to a halt after protests broke 

out when the Lebanese government proposed a tax on usage of the 
messaging service WhatsApp. Many view the tax as the final straw for 
a country that is battling corruption and an economic crisis. Other 
proposed taxes coupled with unbridled wildfires also served to incite 
anger. Since Oct. 26, various sects have united to make up the still 
growing protest movement, the largest in Lebanon in more than a 
decade. Prime Minister Saad Hariri has been forced to step down due 
to the protests, as people continue to express their dissent and call 
for change.

Chile 
Anti-government demonstrations broke out in Chile after President 

Sebastián Piñera increased the price of public transportation across the 
country four weeks ago. The Chilean middle class has been the face of 
the movement, speaking out against the disparity between decreasing 
wages and rising prices. Protesters criticize the egregious laissez-faire 
economic system that has neglected the elderly and resulted in a 
median salary of under 540 dollars per month. Amidst public outrage 
in the form of arson and violent clashes with law enforcement, Piñera 
has declared a state of emergency and mobilized military in the streets 
of Santiago to deter further protests. 

Hong Kong
After months of steadfast protests that began as opposition to a 

proposed extradition bill in June, people in Hong Kong are still fight-
ing for democracy and a thorough investigation into alleged police 
brutality. Many protesters fear mainland China’s encroachment on 
their semi-autonomous state upon the expiration of Hong Kong’s Basic 
Law in 2047. Such fear motivates the violent protests and subsequent 
government crackdowns that now characterize the region. Mass public 
insurrection has caused Hong Kong’s economy to enter a recession, 
further exacerbated by the US-China trade war. Protests on Nov. 11 

saw an escalation in violence: a police officer shot a protester in the 
chest and a man arguing with demonstrators was set on fire. Entering 
their sixth month of protests, demonstrators show no sign of relenting 
in the face of government opposition. 

Iraq
Unrest in Iraq began in early October over mostly socioeconomic 

concerns, including high unemployment and lack of jobs, but soon 
morphed into large-scale anti-corruption and anti-government protests. 
At least 250 Iraqi protestors have been killed and thousands injured 
in the largest mass protests since 2003. Protestors are demanding an 
overhaul of the political system, with much of the anger aimed at 
wealthy and corrupt political elites and Iran, who they see as having 
too much control over Iraq’s government. So far, Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi promised to resign after a successor is named, and 
President Barham Salih promised significant electoral reform. Iraqi 
protestors, however, may not accept these long-term solutions and 
instead continue to call for immediate and sweeping political change.
(Sources: Vox, NPR, CNN, BBC, ABC, NYT, CNBC, The Guardian, WP) 
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FIGHT FOR FREEDOM: Protesters face off with police at Yeung Uk Rd. in HK.
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