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CA passes admissions laws
by Alaina Fox
News Editor

On Oct. 4, California Governor Gavin Newsom 
signed three bills into law regarding public col-
leges’ admittance rates for students who do not 
meet the school’s eligibility requirements.

The first of these laws is AB 136, written 
by Assembly member Sharon Quirk-Silva. It 
states that anyone found guilty in the recent 
college admissions scandal may not receive tax 
deductions for their donations to the schools. 
Quirk-Silva asserted, “It is essential that we 
bring back integrity to our college admissions, 
and the Governor signing our bill into law makes 
this reality. The criminal actions have victim-
ized hard working and low-income students who 
were denied admissions because of the actions 
of those involved – and they were able to do so 
at the expense of the California taxpayers. These 
actions will not be tolerated and my bill intends 
to hold those accountable.” By removing some of 
the financial incentives, California policymakers 
hope to dissuade future attempts at bribing col-
leges into accepting students.

The second bill is Assembly member Philip 
Ting’s AB 697, which mandates that colleges must 
submit annual reports to the State Legislature. 
These reports must divulge whether the school 
gave preferential treatment to any applicants 
because of either donations or connections with 
alumni. If so, the report should further specify the 
number of students who received admission due 
to such advantages. Ting argued that AB 697 is a 
necessary measure for bringing equality to higher 
education and providing disadvantaged students 
with more opportunities. He explained, “We 
must close the side door that enables privileged 
families to get their children into elite colleges 
and take spots away from deserving students.” 
Though the reports may be time-consuming 
or unpopular, Governor Newsom believes that 

Shooting hospitalizes students at De Anza High School
by Jenna Roselli
Opinion Editor

Three teenagers were shot just off-campus of De Anza High 
School in Richmond; the shooter has yet to be found. The shooting 
occurred after an intense Friday night high school football game 
between De Anza High School’s Varsity team and their rival school, 
Pinole Valley High School on Sept. 27. Two of the victims, both 
17-year-old boys, were admitted to the hospital with wounds to 
the leg and back of the head, but were released later that evening. 
The third victim, a 16-year-old girl, still remains at the hospital, 
receiving treatment for a life-threatening injury from a bullet that 
pierced her upper torso. 

Before the shooting, multiple fights broke out involving students 
from both schools. During the football game authorities remedied 
the situation by removing these student groups from the campus. 
These specific students were then reportedly seen walking towards 
Morningside Drive, the street where gunshots were later heard. 
The police obtained footage from street security cameras showing 
numerous people running for their lives after gunshots were first 
heard, as well as a dark Sedan driving away. The police suspect that 
a passenger in the Sedan was involved in the shooting.     

Santa Clara health workers go on strike for better wages
by Quincy Marks
Public Relations Manager

Since Oct. 2, Santa Clara County workers have been striking in 
 front of the social services building in San Jose. According to the  
San Francisco Chronicle, the strikers “demand higher wages, new  
contracts, and for the county to address allegations of unfair labor  
practices by the county.” The Service Employees International  
Union Local 521 represents the strikers. The strikers come from  
various jobs, from social workers to 911 dispatchers. Almost all of  
the strikers hold jobs at the Valley Health Center outpatient clinics.  
The last time Santa Clara County workers went on strike was over 
40 years ago. 

No end seems to be in sight as the two opposing parties cannot  
reach an agreement. The strike occurred because the county  
implemented what the workers would describe as “unfair labor 
practices,” by making changes to the Department of Family and 
Children’s Services. 

However, according to the Mercury News, Santa Clara County 
filed a charge with the State of California Public Employment  
Relations Board, reporting that the strike is unlawful. The county backs up  

The case continues to be investigated as the police have made arrests of 
three potential suspects. The names of the suspects are not being revealed 
due to their age. After close investigation, the police identified two hand 
guns used in the shooting. One of these guns belonged to a 17-year-old male 
suspect. The police believe the shooting was related to gang violence, suggest-
ing the victims were caught in crossfire as none are associated with gangs.

De Anza high school is no stranger to violence at sports events. Weeks 
before the shooting, a football game between De Anza and Deer Valley High 
School’s Varsity football teams was stopped due to a series of violent fights. 
These fights continued to erupt during the game among students watching 
in the stands.

funding these schools through their taxes entitles 
Californian citizens to information about colleges’ 
admittance policies.

The third and final bill relating to college 
acceptances is AB 1383 by Assemblymember Kevin 
McCarty. If a college accepts “applicants who do not 
meet the eligibility requirements for admission to 
the segment, or guaranteed admission to a campus 
of the segment, but who demonstrate high potential 
for success and leadership in an academic or special 
talent program at the campus,” then a minimum 
of three campus administrators must approve and 
vouch for the applicant. Furthermore, the college 
must create a clear policy outlining what conditions 
constitute acceptable reasons to excuse an applicant 
not meeting the typical standards.

Lawmakers hope that these three laws will level 
the playing field and discourage bribery in the col-
lege admissions process.
(Sources: California Legislative Information, ca.gov, 
The Daily Californian, Assembly Democratic Caucus) 
San Diego Tribune, ABC10)
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To ensure student safety, Contra Costa County’s Council 
has decided to have Varsity football games start at an earlier 
time. West Contra school district will also start to limit the 
attendance of students to football games in an effort to 
reduce violence. 
(Sources: Kron4, NBC Bay Area, SF Gate)PEACEFUL TOWN: Richmond, a calm beach town, is home to the De Anza High School.

Police discover dead CEO
by Alia Arafeh
Culture Editor

Though typically a peaceful beachtown, Santa 
Cruz was the location of a kidnapping and murder 
on Oct. 1. Tushar Atre, a 50-year-old tech executive 
based in Santa Cruz, was robbed, kidnapped, then 
murdered. According to investigators, suspects 
kidnapped him from his home around 3 AM. Seven 
hours later, sheriffs found his body inside his 
girlfriend’s white BMW on Soquel Drive, parked on 
property that police later discovered was his own.
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MARCH THE STREETS: Santa Clara workers strike, demanding higher wages.
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PICTURE TIME: Tushar poses for the County Sherriff.

their argument by noting the strike started before the two parties  
could talk about negotiations and the strikers did not give sufficient 
notice before the strike. 

A statement from the county reports that they will not be able  
to meet the strikers’ demands due to the economy slowing,  
although they have agreed to increase pay by 625 million dollars over 
the next five years. The 625 million-dollars would help grant employ-
ees a 3-percent raise over the next five years, but workers contend 
that this is not enough compensation. As the days continue, fewer 
and fewer people continue to protest for their work. On the first day, 
thousands of health workers walked out of their jobs, going on strike. 
Now, only around one hundred continue to strike. The clinics are no 
longer affected by this minority of works striking, as according to 
the Mercury News. 

As the Chief Elected Officer of the SEIU Local 512 said in a state-
ment, “our members know that striking is a sacrifice, but as employees 
who have dedicated their lives to public service, they are ready to 
strike to protect children, seniors and low-income families.”
(Sources: The San Francisco Chronicle, CBS News, NBC Bay Area, 
Mercury News)

Atre, the CEO of AtreNet, graduated from New 
York University and loved the outdoors and surfing. 
He also owned a marijuana manufacturing facility. 
Atre lived in a home on Pleasure Point Drive in 
Santa Cruz.

The county sheriff’s office said there are multiple 
suspects involved. At least one other person was 
at his home when the kidnapping took place. Few 
details were released by the sheriff’s office, but the 
basics of what happened are as follows: kidnappers 
took Atre from his home around 3 AM and forced him 
into his girlfriend’s white BMW. Police then found 
Atre’s body around 10 AM, miles from his home. 
The official cause of death is reported as a gunshot 
wound. The investigation remains underway, and 
authorities are still gathering more information 
regarding the case. The homicide started as an 
attempted robbery, but investigators are unsure how 
the robbery escalated into a homicide.

Because Atre owned an expensive house and 
businesses in both tech and marijuana manufac-
turing, he was a likely target for robbery. Many 
people who are part of the marjijuana industry 
tend to keep a lot of cash on hand. The situation 
sparked concern within members of the cannabis 
industry. Though concern also sparked among local 
residents, investigators believe the murder is an 
isolated incident, and the public is not in danger.

Atre had both friends and enemies throughout 
his many business ventures. As of this point, the 
Santa Cruz police department has not released 
details about the suspects. The case is currently 
still under investigation. 
(Sources: People, Patch, KSBW, Santa Cruz Sentinel, 
Los Angeles Times)

MOVE IT OR LOSE IT: Dons running back scrambles to the endzone.
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SCENE OF THE CRIME: Pleasure Point seems peaceful.

ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATE: Newsom speaks passionately.WEBWORKS: AtreNet was founded by Tushar in 1996.
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SITTIN’ HERE ON CAPITOL HILL: Sun shines on the Capitol.


