
Councilwoman Maya Esparza of District 7 for this 
choice. She responded by referencing “serious 
issues” that Tully Library had when it functioned as 
a shelter. Councilwoman Esparza further explained, 
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An explosion at a fuel-storage facility on Oct. 15 
in Crockett, CA, ripped through two massive storage 
tanks and sparked a brush fire in the surrounding 
hills, creating a traffic nightmare after authorities 
closed I-80 in response. Investigators believe a 4.5 
level earthquake that struck nearby Pleasant Hill 
15 hours earlier might have been at least partially 
responsible.

The initial explosion destroyed two tanks, hold-
ing a combined 250,000 gallons of ethanol, and 
the resulting blaze severely damaged two others. 
A vegetation fire occurred in the hills overlooking 
the facility, growing to just over 15 acres before 
firefighters contained it. The incident happened at 
approximately 1:50 PM, with firefighters respond-
ing just minutes later. A total of 40 fire units and 
200 firefighters and emergency personnel rushed 
to the scene and were able to completely control 
the entire area, including the brush fire, by about 
9 PM that night.

Residents near the site of the explosion reported 
effects similar to that of an earthquake, in addition 
to hearing a loud bang and seeing a moderately sized 
fireball above the site. A towering black plume of 
smoke lingered above the facility, owned by NuStar 
Energy, for hours after the explosion, and was vis-
ible as far away as San Francisco. Officials ordered 
residents in Crockett, Rodeo, and parts of Hercules 

to shelter in place until 9:45 PM due to potentially 
unhealthy air contaminants. Authorities also com-
pletely evacuated the tiny community of Tormey, 
located directly next to the storage facility and 
home to just over a dozen people.

California Highway Patrol closed I-80 in both 
directions from Highway 4 in Hercules to Inter-
state 780 in Vallejo in response to the brush fire. 
Although CHP reopened the freeway by 9:20 PM, 
thousands of commuters remained stranded in 
standstill traffic for hours in and around the area.

Officials are investigating whether a 4.5 level 
earthquake that struck near Crockett less than a 
day earlier may have caused the explosion, and 
NuStar Energy said they were also considering 
the possibility. The explosion was the first major 
incident at a fuel storage facility in the region 
in recent memory, with virtually all other major 
disasters occurring at fuel refineries. The NuStar 
Energy facility, known as the Selby Terminal, holds 
24 tanks and has a capacity of 3.04 million bar-
rels of fuel. The explosion likely will not lead to 
an increase in gas prices, which is common when 
disruptions occur at fuel refineries, as the NuStar 
facility only stored fuel.
(Sources: SF Chronicle, NBC Bay Area, CBS)
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Great America Halloween Haunt attendees 
faced a greater fright than they intended to 
when rumors swirled around the park of an active 
shooter around 10:20 PM on Oct. 26. The report 
caused a wave of panic, and park residents fled 
toward exits. However, police and park officials 
later clarified that the situation was a matter of 
miscommunication, and that there was no active 
shooter in the park. 

The confusion started when park officials 
reported a crime as an active shooter situation 
instead of a strong-armed robbery. Despite the 
absence of gunshots, word quickly spread of a 
shooter terrorizing the park. Although one person 
was robbed of their personal property, the police 
reported no injuries or arrests for the incident. 

by Alaina Fox
News Editor

In a controversial move, San Jose’s City Council 
unanimously voted on Oct. 29 to open two overnight 
warming locations (OWLs), temporary shelters in 
public buildings for homeless people. Between Nov. 

1 and Apr. 30, Roosevelt Community Center and 
Bascom Community Center and Library will open 
nightly, providing 60 individuals with a safe place 
to spend the night.

Since 2015, San Jose has annually declared a 
“shelter crisis” during the winter months. A law 
in California allows cities to use publicly owned 
buildings to house people during shelter crises. State 
law defines a shelter crisis as the “existence of a 
situation in which a significant number of persons 
are without the ability to obtain shelter, resulting 
in a threat to their health and safety.” Because of 
the harsh weather, San Jose deemed it necessary 
in 2015 to declare a shelter crisis and open OWLs 
every winter. However, the number of OWLs varies 
year-to-year, and this year’s choice to open two 
sparked controversy.

Some argue that with a population of over 6,000 
homeless people, a mere two OWLs with a collective 
60 beds is insufficient. Despite this measure, over 
99 percent of homeless people will remain on the 
streets, enduring the winter without protection. 
Another source of contention is that Tully Library, 
a previous OWL in District 7, will not open its doors 
this year. Some advocates and residents criticized 

Shooter scare at GA haunt

FRIGHT NIGHT: Haunt monsters get ready to scare. 

Fuel explosion sparks fire 

“my community is not resource rich. I guess it both-
ers me to hear people from other parts of the city 
who have strong opinions about a neighborhood in 
San Jose that doesn’t have much and wants to use 
the resources it has.”

HomeFirst is the nonprofit organization that runs 
the OWLs in Santa Clara County. HomeFirst outreach 
or onsite case managers can refer people for shelter 
to prevent long lines. These referrals are HomeFirst’s 
method of determining who will receive one of the 
few spots. The referrals last for 60 days, after which 
people will need renewals. 

While the quantity of OWLs remains lacking, the 
quality is improving. HomeFirst will now receive 1.5 
million dollars to fund the program throughout the 
year; previously, it had only 50,000 dollars. Home-
First plans to use the budget increase to provide 
storage containers, showers, and case managers.

If you want to support HomeFirst in its goal 
to provide high-quality housing for those seeking 
shelter, consider contributing clothing, toiletries, 
or bedding. More information about how to donate 
is available at homefirstscc.org.
(Sources: San Jose Inside, HomeFirst, California 
Legislative Information)

OUT ON DISPLAY: SJ City Hall gleams in the afternoon sun.

OWLS supported unanimously by San Jose’s Council
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Milpitas High School is experiencing blowback 
from a scandal that occurred on Thurs., Oct. 31, 
when a white teacher wore blackface as part of his 
Halloween costume. 

While some students know the teacher’s identity, 
school board president Chris Norwood asserted, 
“at this time, pending investigation, I can not 
disclose the identity of the employee because it’s a 
confidential personnel matter.” However, students 
revealed the teacher as David Carter, and claimed 
he has a history of making black students in his 
classes uncomfortable.

The teacher dressed up as Common, an African-
American rapper, actor, writer, philanthropist, and 
activist, who has passionately spoken about a 
wide range of issues, from misogyny and racism to 
immigration and the war on drugs. 

Kerrington Kenney, a junior at Milpitas High, 
explained, “I was extremely upset and shocked that 
a teacher, especially at my extremely diverse school, 
would assume it’s okay to participate in this racist 

act.” Kenney’s reflection on Milpitas’s diversity is 
accurate; with over 3,000 students at MHS, only 
6.4 percent are white.

The blackface incident, the first of its kind at 
Milpitas, came as a shock to the district. However, 
the school responded quickly. Administration 
members instructed Carter to remove the blackface 
after learning of it during a break following the 

MHS reels after blackface scandal impacts community

SCHOOL TIME: Carter worked at MHS, prior to his leave.

GREETINGS: GA’s entrance welcomes park attendees.

CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Crockett before the explosion.

BURN BABY BURN: Firefighters battle a brush fire near LA.

first two classes of the day. Human Resources put 
the staff member on administrative leave, and the 
superintendent immediately began an investigation. 
Despite this, some students expressed outrage and 
confusion over how Carter managed to enter school 
in blackface at the beginning of the day without 
the administration noticing and criticizing the 
irresponsible choice.

Cheryl Jordan, the district superintendent; 
and Francis Rojas, MHS principal, wrote a joint 
statement on Nov. 3 in which they explained the 
history of blackface and its harmful consequences. 
They strongly condemned the “disparaging” act and 
stated, “It is essential that every MUSD student 
and parent or guardian can expect to have a safe 
environment in which they can feel respected and 
valued. The actions of a staff member on Halloween 
adversely affected this expectation because of the 
choice to wear blackface paint.”

Norwood expanded: “As an African American 
man, the history of Blackface reminds me of the cru-
elty, hatred and fear my parents and other people of 
African ancestry have dealt with in the past and still 

experience today around the world.” He also spoke of 
the necessity of using the educational environment 
to eliminate prejudices and stereotypes.

In the wake of this blackface incident, the Mil-
pitas community is working to increase awareness 
about the issue. Meanwhile, Milpitas High School is 
focusing on emphasising school unity and recovering 
from this incident.
(Sources: Mercury News, Democracynow.org, East 
Bay Times, Niche, San Jose Inside)

SHOW TIME: Cater tried to impersonate Common the rapper.

Junior Trey Jenkins was waiting in line for a 
haunted house when “complete chaos” broke out. 

“We were just standing there, when all of a 
sudden, hundreds of people ran past us scream-
ing ‘shooter,’” Jenkins explained. “I asked a park 
employee what was happening, and he told me 
that there was an active shooter.” 

Jenkins, along with other park patrons, fled 
the park and ran for about a mile to escape the 
assumed danger.

“The scary thing was, we didn’t find out 
what had happened until over an hour later,” 
Jenkins said. Evidently, the miscommunication 
was a prime factor in the pandemonium that 
descended on the park.

“There were unsubstantiated reports of a 
gunshot at the park,” the official Great America 
account later tweeted. “ Park authorities and 
on-property police officers worked together to 
quickly respond to confirm guest safety, and 
to eject a group of disruptive teenagers from 
the park. The park has returned to normal 
operation.”

Park-goers are subject to a metal detector 
and bag check, so it is unlikely that anyone 
would be able to smuggle a gun past security.
(Sources: Mercury News, KRON4)

HUSTLE AND BUSTLE: steady movement fills SJ streets. 
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