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by Sami Elizondo
Culture Editor

On Sat., Sept. 28, the leadership class at Los Gatos High  
School transformed the large gym into an enchanted forest  
complete with a functioning fountain and a king and queen.  
Tickets cost $15 to $25 depending on how early students  
purchased them. The doors opened at 8:00 PM and the dance lasted 
until 10:30 PM.

Senior leadership dance commissioner Laura Mosley shared that 
“a lot of time went into planning the dance.” According to Mosley, 
the planning began last spring when the leadership dance commit-
tee started the process by deciding on a theme. After they agreed on 
enchanted forest, the team contacted the DJ and other vendors to 
set the plan into motion.

However, Mosley explained that “most of the process was  
paperwork and reaching out to other sources.” Despite the tedious 
nature of repetitive phone calls, after the scheduling process  
with outside sources was complete, the dance commissioners 
began their favorite part of the planning process: decorating. Like  
most events organized by leadership, there were financial limits.  
The leadership dance coordinators took on the demanding task  
of creating an enchanted forest on a budget. Despite this challenge, 
Mosley stated, “I am really proud of what came of all of our work.  
On the actual day, our set up and clean up went really well and  
we had the best turn out we’ve ever had!”

In addition to the behind the scenes planning of leadership, 
another group of individuals who trained meticulously was the home-
coming court. After receiving a slip of paper in one of their classes 
informing them of their nomination, the nominees had to write a small 

Coronation dance enchants students

PG&E initiates local power outages
by Sasha Ryu
Sports Editor 

This past week on Wed., Oct. 9, the Pacific Gas and Electric  
Company (PG&E) began a two-day period of statewide power out-
ages. According to PG&E, they based their decision on weather  
forecasts warning that the notorious Santa Ana winds would  
be unusually strong during the height of California’s wildfire  
season. Unprecedented dry conditions paired with winds reaching 
speeds as high as 77mph would almost inevitably lead to power  
lines snapping or collapsing, which would then likely result in  
downed lines setting off fires. Anticipating these potentially  
catastrophic results, PG&E ultimately decided to go through with 
the outages. 

Twelve minutes after the shutoff commenced, 67-year-old Robert 
Mardis of Northern California died of severe coronary artery athero-
sclerosis due to his oxygen supply being cut off, making him one of 
the first among the estimated 2.4 million other citizens to lose power 
at some point during the week.

Culture

FEELING THE HEAT: Catastrophic fires prompted PG&E’s prevention attempts.

READY TO PARTY: Many students attended coro with large groups of friends.

blurb detailing their personalities and persuading the student body 
to vote for them. They also had to practice riding Segways around the 
track and of course wait for the final result. 

One of the most eventful aspects of Coro included the mosh 
pits that swallowed multiple students. They were so unforgiving  
that about halfway through the dance, the floor was coated with  
vomit. In addition, an administrator had to drag out a student  
who fainted. Although these two cases were the most extreme, many 
students complained about being overwhelmed by the mosh pits.

The extensive planning, the homecoming court process, the  
mosh pit mishaps, and the slippery dance floor all lent them-
selves to creating an unforgettable night in LGHS’ rendition of an  
enchanted forest.

After PG&E unintentionally set off the deadliest wildfire in Califor-
nia history in 2018, with 85 fatalities resulting from a fire spreading 
at a rate of 80 football fields per minute, the company knew they 
couldn’t risk allowing the incident to repeat itself. So, PG&E ultimately 
committed to going through with the outages to avoid potentially 
devastating consequences. 

Several small fires still managed to start across the Bay Area during 
the first night of outages. With no light and unreliable cell service, 
conducting evacuations became a challenge for local authorities. 
According to San Bruno police chief Jon King, the shutoff “made 
[safety procedures] more difficult.”

Throughout the past two years, PG&E has accumulated $30 billion 
of debt from wildfires that have been traced back to their power lines 

– including a court-mandated $1 billion in liabilities for the 2018  
Camp Fire. In the past year alone, the company has been sued thousands 
of times. By January of 2019, PG&E was forced to declare bankruptcy 
for the second time in the past 20 years. 

Theoretically, the company could have avoided the outages by 
updating their power lines using fire-proof materials, or even installing 
an underground cable system after the 2018 Camp Fire. However, those 
methods would be considerably expensive, and the company seems 
unwilling to put the time and money into such an ambitious project.

Nevertheless, PG&E has acknowledged that it can’t continue to 
conduct mass outages every time it is wildfire season in California. 
On Thurs., Oct. 10, PG&E’s CEO Bill Johnson apologized at a press 
conference, admitting that the company didn’t go into the outages 
“adequately prepared.” 

An estimated $2 billion in economic damage resulted from the two 
days without power, with the city of San Jose alone reportedly losing 
roughly half a million dollars. California Governor Gavin Newsom, who 
has been outspoken in his disapproval of PG&E’s methods since the 
beginning of his term, stated: “This can’t be, respectfully, the new 
normal... [this was the result of] greed and mismanagement over the 
course of decades.” 

With a legal monopoly as one of the country’s leading electricity 
providers, the company is currently the largest investor-owned utility 
in the US. While their funding and spending is closely monitored by 
the government, PG&E is still, by law, a corporation that prioritizes 
making a profit. With the widely unpopular power outages on top 
of the 2018 Camp Fire, many people like Newsom are calling for the 
company to become a government-controlled entity. 

Although the shutoff posed a safety risk to citizens in Los Gatos, 
the community responded to the unfortunate circumstances with rela-
tive calmness. Jane Marashian stated that, going into the outage, 
the district’s “primary concern was for the safety of its students and 
community.” Although the town was especially concerned about the 
potential of stop lights going out and causing crashes, in the end, no 
accidents occurred.

Though several other schools in the area lost power and were forced 
to close for the week, LGHS was among the several others that was 
able to stay open. However, because the school was making the choice 
to stay open while some students wouldn’t have access to power, they 
felt obligated to provide the resources necessary to complete their 
classwork. LGHS Principal Kristina Grasty commented: “We decided 
at LGHS and SHS to keep our school libraries open to accommodate 
students whose homes may have experienced a power shut-down. We 
realize that school work is frequently accessed via computer, and so 
to be able to have power to work on school work seems like a good 
reason to offer our library as a setting in which to work, given the 
unusual circumstances.” 

During the outages, Grasty also stated: “I hope that we all can be 
grateful for what we have in life and can keep focus on the bigger 
picture – what matters most in life. If we can support one another in 
difficult times, then we are a better school, community, and society. 
My hope is that the current conditions are temporary and that we 
won’t have to face serious hardships as a community.”
(Sources: SF Chronicle, The Guardian, Energy CA, LA Times)
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