
Simon feels that his vocal teacher, Jennifer 
Schapiro, has made a big impact on his life, and 
that she was the one who pushed him to become a 
better singer and actor. Schapiro got in touch with 
Simon after watching him perform in a musical that 
one of her students was in. Since then Simon has 
taken lessons from her and believes that he can 
“really make it in life with her help.” 

In his downtime, Simon likes to hang out 
with friends, watch YouTube, eat pizza, and jam 
out to the Hamilton soundtrack. When he has the 
time, he also loves to play with his three-year-old 
Bernese Mountain Dog, Cupcake. Simon’s favorite 
part about living in Los Gatos is the opportunities 
because they allow him to try new things, and he is 
excited at the prospect of what those opportunities 
could become. 

Optimistic about his freshman year, Simon 
hopes that these next few months will change his 
perspective on school. He thinks that he will start 
to “put more effort into it and ultimately succeed.” 
Simon is convinced that Biology Honors will be 
the most difficult class he has ever encountered. 

“There isn’t one specific answer,” he said.“There 
can be so many scenarios to one situation, and my 
mind can’t handle that.” 

Thrilled for high school memories, Simon looks 
forward to the Europe trip with band in his junior 
year at LGHS. He is also excited to be a part of 
the band during the Friday night football games.

Simon continues to amaze those around him 
with his talent and perseverance. He’s a prime 
example of someone who will accomplish amazing 
things in his years at LGHS.
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by Sonali Muthukrishnan
News Editor 

As the curtain rises, freshman Parker Simon 
steps onto the stage, ready to dazzle the waiting 
crowd. This summer, Simon played Sebastian in 
Los Gatos Youth Theater’s rendition of The Little 
Mermaid. He performs with both LGYT and Chil-
dren’s Musical Theater, and Simon revealed that 
though “CMT is more professional,” he enjoys 
LGYT more because he “loves the people there.” 
Simon’s favorite role that he has played has to be 
his most recent in The Little Mermaid or Timon in 
The Lion King. In the future, Simon hopes to go to 
a musical theatre college to become an actor. He 
aspires to establish his name within the Broadway 
community and then make his way to Hollywood 
to star in movies.  

Simon shines on Stage

 As a current freshman, you can spot Simon 
around campus with the LGHS band. Music plays 
a huge role in his life through band, musical 
theatre, and Simon’s remarkable perfect pitch. 
He has played clarinet for four years and trumpet 
for two and a half years. This year Simon plays 
clarinet in Wind Ensemble and trumpet in Jazz 
band and Marching Band. When he was in 8th 
grade, Simon won Fisher’s band award. Challenging 
himself, Simon recently played the clarinet in the 
2019 Junior High Honor Band. Band has been and 
continues to be one of his biggest passions. 

Nguyen excels in robotics and music
by Esther Sun
Opinion Editor 

Though only a sophomore at LGHS, Caitlin 
Nguyen demonstrates a deep social and artistic 
maturity that has taken her far in her extracurric-
ular pursuits and helps her appreciate the nuances 
and joys of life. 

Nguyen joined the robotics team as a fresh-
man and has worked hard to learn the ropes 
and become a valuable member of the team. 
Though she did not know any programming and 
was apprehensive about her skills when she first 
joined, Nguyen quickly discovered her affinity 
for the hands-on aspect of robotics as she w- 
orked in assembly and learned basic machining on 
instruments like drill presses.

Designing and constructing robots has not 
been the only beneficial experience that Nguyen 
has gained from robotics. She also enjoys bond-
ing with the people on her team, with whom she 
interacts for hours every day during Build Season, 
the time of year when students construct their 
final robot in preparation for the FIRST Robotics 
Competition. Though spending so much time with 
the same people under stressful conditions may 
naturally produce tensions, Nguyen has appreci-
ated the experience of learning to work with others 
toward a common goal, gaining not only technical 
experience in robotics, but critical interpersonal 
skills as well.

While robotics and engineering is a vital part 
of Nguyen’s life, she also allows her creativity to 
flourish through a variety of different artistic 
hobbies, particularly music. A truly versatile 
musician, Nguyen has played the violin for ten 
years, the double bass for three years, and the 
ukulele for one. Though she loves each instrument 
for its own uniqueness, she describes the violin 
as her favorite, followed by the “more laidback” 
bass, and finally the ukulele, which she admits 
that she hasn’t learned very well yet, but enjoys  
playing nevertheless.

“Like a lot of other musicians, I would say 
expression is really important [in music],” Nguyen 
explained. “In English, we’re learning about subli-
mation, which is where you take your ‘inappropri-
ate’ emotions and you transfer it to an art. When 
you play music, there’s a lot of different emotions 
you can express, whether they be happiness, 
anger, or sadness, and it’s just really nice to be 
able to express them without being loud verbally 
or physically.” Dvorák nabs first place in Nguyen’s 
list of favorite composers, and she particularly 
likes the Largo movement from his legendary New 
World Symphony.

A very easygoing, approachable character, 
Nguyen has no trouble being candid with her 
feelings about life. “Honestly, I don’t see much in 
the future right now,” Nguyen confessed. “I’m just 
going with the flow, and I hope things turn out 
well. I just want to be happy.” Indeed, wherever her 
passions take her in the future, Nguyen’s insight-
fulness about life’s challenges and her appreciation 
for life’s beauties are sure to bring her contentment 
on campus and beyond.

Bibaud pursues lacrosse and peer-to-peer education
by Emerson Morley
Graphics Designer

Multi-talented sophomore Charlie Bibaud can be found playing 
football, strumming the guitar, participating in peer-to-peer education, 
or assisting the community. Bibaud is an avid athlete, as he enjoys 
participating in fall and spring sports, while outside of school he enjoys 
working with Boys Team Charity. No matter how you look at it, you’ll 
rarely find this skillful conversationalist enjoying much free time. 

As a lacrosse player on the LGHS varsity team, as well as a member 
of lacrosse clubs Chauncey Boys and Alcatraz Outlaws, Bibaud spends 
a majority of his time playing this intense sport. Throughout the 
year, he “travels a lot because of lacrosse.” Although he enjoys it very 
much, the sport takes up a lot of his already limited time. Aside from 
lacrosse, Bibaud plays football for the school during the fall season. 
Despite the huge time commitment, he looks forward to the first 
football games this season.

This busy student’s talents are not restricted to athletics, however. 
In fact, one of his favorite classes this year is guitar. Bibaud explains 
that he enjoys it because it is the type of class “where you show up 
and you know a couple [of] people, but then right off the bat you 
kind of bond with everyone else.” Bibaud’s musicality is a long time 

trend, as he participated in musical theatre when he was younger. In 
addition, according to Bibaud, he also “took vocal lessons when [he] 
was a kid and did schools musicals…that really surprises people.” 

Aside from his musical endeavors, Bibaud joined the Reality Check 
staff, where he and fellow staff members focus on sharing student 
stories on a different topic each month. He describes the staff atmo-
sphere “like a home away from home. [He knows] that sounds cliche, 
but it’s true.” Reality Check collects and compiles student stories to 
spread awareness about student issues. “It’s the first time I’ve gotten 
to do something for the school that impacts people in such a positive 
way,” Bibaud said.“I like everything about it.”

 Reality Check is just one of the many ways Bibaud gives back to 
his community, as community-focused groups are a major passion of 
his. Bibaud also participates in Boys Team Charity, a non-profit vol-
unteer service organization that works with many local organizations 
like St. Mary’s Food Bank and Loaves and Fishes. Bibaud mentioned 
that, “giving back to the community feels really good, and it makes 
you a better person.” It is this pleasurable feeling that brings him 
back each month. 

Bibaud looks forward to continuing his work in Boys Team Charity 
and Reality Check, as well as playing for his lacrosse teams and the 

by Sami Elizondo
Culture Editor

Although junior Adriana Amatriain is heavily involved in the 
Los Gatos community through extracurriculars including 
cross country and volunteering at the hospital, she 
enjoys her time sunbathing at Pleasure Point in 
Santa Cruz with her friends the most.

One aspect of Amatriain’s life that sets her 
apart from typical Silicon Valley culture is 
her traditional Spanish household. “All of 
my family lives in Spain, and we still eat 
Spanish food all the time and speak Spanish 
and Catalan at home,” explained Amatriain.

As far as the social aspect of her high 
school experience, Amatriain takes pride in 
being friends with a variety of people. “I have 
a big group of friends that I hang out with 
pretty often and that’s fun, but I also have a 
couple of separate friends. It varies,” Amatriain 
said. “There are different friends for everything.” 

This open mindset allows Amatriain to reach a range 
of people with varying interests. Her vibrant and outgoing 
personality, coupled with her unwavering kindness and genuine 
smile, has been a catalyst to her positive social experience at LGHS.

For extracurriculars, Amatriain does much more than partici-
pate in programs offered through the high school. Cross country, 

an incredibly demanding sport, is only one of 
her impressive extracurriculars. Another 

hobby, volunteering, takes place in a 
much more intense setting: a hos-

pital. This extremely rewarding 
commitment occurs once a week 
at Good Samaritan Hospital for 
three hours. Amatriain’s role 
in patient services includes 
“doing the work that doctors 
and nurses don’t want to do.” 
This entails bringing supplies to 
labs, discharging patients, and 

giving stuffed animals to kids in 
the pediatrics center.

Volunteering at the hospital was 
Amatriain’s first real exposure to med-

icine. However, the tipping point in her 
decision to pursue medicine came from a 

leadership conference that she participated in this 
past summer. The invitation-only conference was a brief nine 

days at Yale where she was able to explore the world of nursing.

To stay on track for a career in medicine, Amatriain is willing to 
put in work in high school to be prepared for the next steps. She is 
planning on taking Anatomy, AP Chemistry, and AP Biology during 
her senior year. 

“These subjects are the base,” she said. “They are what nursing or 
medicine is: chemistry and biology.” Her thought process is that she 
will have to take the classes eventually, “So why not do it right now?”

Whether she is competing on the track, celebrating Spanish 
culture with her family, or participating in Ivy League conferences, 
Amatriain maintains an optimistic attitude and a genuine kindness 
wherever she goes.

Amatriain prepares for a bright future in medicine

Los Gatos High football team, feeling that “this year is going to be 
great!” With his busy schedule, Bibaud is sure to take advantage of 
his free time as it comes, because it doesn’t come often.
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