
by Liam Hoole
Media Production Editor

“I’ve always liked problem solving and working 
with my hands,” said LGHS senior Harrison Van 
Der Walt. Van Der Walt has an incredible 
ability to utilize the time and resources 
made available to him, and he under-
stands all too well the importance 
of working hard. Whether it be 
ensuring the safety of the LGHS 
robotics team or earning the well 
respected rank of Eagle Scout in 
Troop 539, he doesn’t stop at the 
bare minimum. 

While most LGHS students 
are rushing to their car after the 
6th period bell, Vander Walt walks 
toward his 8th period robotics 
class. He was introduced to the class 
during his freshman year by fellow Boy 
Scout and LGHS graduate Justin Quan, and 
has been an active member ever since. Van Der 
Walt serves as the chair of the curriculum council as 
well as the safety and organization lead, ensuring 
a safe environment to test and compete. “Robotics 
can be very dangerous,” he said, “ I’ve seen people 
in pits next to us at competitions that have gone 
for stitches, so safety is a big thing for us.”

Even those who know fairly little about what 
it takes to be a Boy Scout know that reaching the 
rank of Eagle Scout is a feat associated with hard 
work and dedication. It doesn’t come as a surprise 
that Van Der Walt is not only an Eagle Scout, but 
has a bronze palm and is working towards his gold 
palm. This feat involves earning an extra five merit 
badges on top of the 21 required for Eagle Scout. 
“I just like that it indirectly teaches you how to be 
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a better person… and how to conduct yourself in 
a personal, formal, and informal manner.” Over the 
summer he joined another troop from New Jersey on 
a 60 mile backpacking trek through the Felton Scout 

Ranch in New Mexico at 6000 ft, summit-
ing three mountains, one of which 

was a wreckage site for a WWII 
B-24 bomber. “It was basically 

the highlight of my summer,”  
he added. 

It’s easy for effort to go 
unnoticed if it isn’t plas-
tered on a trophy or posted 
online, but after a 10-minute 
conversation with Van Der 
Walt, it’s all too clear that 

he is rightfully proud of 
what he does. Be it over 200 

additional, non-required hours 
working in the robotics class or  

the countless community service  
projects required to fulfil his Eagle Scout 

requirements, he rarely stops seizing opportunities 
and doing what he enjoys.

by Sofia Rossi
National/World Editor 

While juggling five AP courses and an 
honors class, junior Ethan Auyeung still has 
time to run his own charity, teach programming 
classes to youth, and play on the LGHS varsity 
tennis team. Over the past several years, he has 
accumulated thousands of hours of community 
service and helped hundreds of people.

When Auyeung was in elementary school, 
he witnessed a homeless child on the side of 
the road playing in a pool of dirty water. Rather 
than forgetting the incident, he wondered why 
no one was helping people in these conditions. 
After probing the subject, he discovered that 
most poverty-oriented charities are geared 
towards serving homeless adults. It was in the 
summer of 6th grade that Auyeung decided 
to start his own charity to focus on helping 
homeless children.

Three Helping Hands, founded by Auyeung, 
“strives to help homeless children and youth 
in need in the community.” The organization 
provides underprivileged youth with “care pack-
ages” that cover three areas of necessity: school 
supplies at the beginning of their school year, 
snack packages equipped with water bottles 
and food administered during street outreach, 

and hygiene packages with basic personal hygiene 
products. Auyeung has raised about $80,000 for his 
charity in total. 

Auyeung’s interest and expertise in computer 
science and programming has allowed him to expand 
his volunteer work to educating young students. 
Every Friday, he teaches coding classes at schools 
lacking programs in STEM, hoping to ignite a passion 
for computer science in the students he teaches.

Auyeung’s extensive list of community service 
doesn’t end there. Last May, he was selected from 
a pool of around 50,000 applicants as one of Cal-
ifornia’s youth honorees for the Prudential Spirit 
of Community Award. The honor recognizes two 
students from each state, grades 5-12, for their 
outstanding volunteer work. As part of the award, 
Auyeung flew to Washington, D.C., to participate 
in youth conventions and make connections with 
other honorees. 

Inspiration for Auyeung’s charitable endeavors 
stems from his coaches, friends, and family members. 
“They all do things I would like to do. It just inspires 
me to be better” he said.

After high school, Auyeung hopes to study engi-
neering and computer science. He plans to continue 
and expand his charity work after college. 

by Sami Elizondo
Culture Editor

With a demanding academic sched-
ule, a striking fashion sense, and an 
innate fascination with human biology, 
Emmy Martin handles the stress of first 
semester senior year by devoting time to 
exploring her passions.

On an average day, Martin begins by 
waking up and enjoying a bowl of fruit 
while finishing up any homework she 
didn’t get to the night before. Although 
she is usually the first one to wake up in her family, Martin is 
eventually accompanied by her brother, a current sophomore at 
LGHS, whom she drives to school daily. 

“We are complete opposites. I think my parents raised two very 
different kids,” she explained.

Another unique difference between Martin and the rest of 
her family is that she maintains a plant-based diet. Going plant-
based was not just a result of the recent diet fads. In fact, she 
explained her decision to eat plant based as a subtle transition 
throughout her life. Originally, she “didn’t like the idea of killing 
a huge animal to eat.” Over time it began to become more about 
the environmental impacts of meat, which is also why she limits 
her consumption of dairy. If you have seen Martin around school, 
you know it is hard to miss her unique and bold sense of style. 
She reflects on her childhood exposure to fashion. 

“My grandma has always been the 
person who brings over magazines 
like the newest issue of Vogue,” 
Martin said.

This early exposure to fashion 
magazines combined with the free-
dom to dress up in her grandma’s 
clothes led Martin choose fashion as 
her favorite form of self-expression. 
Although Martin acknowledges her 
grandmother as her original muse, 
her current inspiration comes from 

Leandra Medine, an author, blogger, and humor writer best known 
for her fashion website Man Repeller. One thing that makes Medine 
so inspirational to Martin is her motto: “be everything to someone 
and not something for everyone.” Doing 
what makes you authentically happy and 
not caring what others think is a mindset 
by which Martin lives.

Martin’s maturity and positivity, com-
bined with her diligent work ethic and 
unwavering passion for medicine, are 
responsible for launching her career into 
action. Throughout middle school and into 
her initial years of high school, Martin 
began to notice that she was fascinated 
by STEM-based classes. Her participation 

in LGHS’s advanced science research class, or ASR, has helped her 
discover who she is as a scientist. She elaborates by sharing how 
her interests in science have, “always been aligned with human 
health.” This innate fascination with science and recent exposure to 
AP humanities classes including AP History and English have helped 
her become a more balanced student.

The first step in her plan to explore the medical field was an 
eight-week program where Martin conducted research with a professor 
who has a Ph.D. in neuroscience at Stanford University under his 
belt. Each day started with an hour and a half of Palo Alto traffic 
followed by hours of conducting research to better understand gast-
roparesis, a disease where patients consume little food, feel full fast, 
and then experience delayed stomach emptying. Martin’s research 
took place in a hospital where she would visit the tissue bank and 
perform dissections daily.

Martin’s advises people looking to pursue 
a career in medicine to research beyond the 
classroom. Emmy Martin’s unapologetic sense 
of style and eagerness for medical knowledge 
and experience allow her to stand out in the 
senior class. She exhibits the characteristics 
of both a fierce competitor and an inclined 
mentor: willing to share her inspiring story 
and offer sound advice. The possibilities 
stretch way farther than the classroom and, 
as Martin puts it, “it’s hard to tell what you 
can actually do.”

Martin Pursues Interest in Medicine

Evans dances her way around LGHS
by Delaney Brown
Center Editor

Flourishing freshman Frankie Evans is a bright 
star ready to take her first year of high school by 
storm. The gifted dancer, actor, and singer has an 
aptitude for performing that has set her on a path 
for success as she pursues theater during her high 
school career. Evans also loves gymnastics and 
rowing, sports that work as a release from the 
stress and pressures of everyday life and keep her 
optimistic and positive.

The 14 year-old realized her passion for theater 
when she was in elementary school. She clearly 
remembers seeing her older sister perform in their 
school play. and she was immediately “drawn to 
the art of performing. [She] was so amazed at the possibility of 
becoming someone else, even if it was just for a few hours.” After 
that, Evans never looked back. When she entered the fifth grade, 
she undertook the challenge of theater. She avidly memorized her 
various lines and choreography, finally pursuing her passion for 
theater. Most recently, Evans starred in The Wizard of Oz as the 

Wicked Witch of the West where she fell in love 
with playing the antagonist. She adored how she 
could “abandon [her] personality and really fall 
into this evil character. It was really freeing for 
[her] because [she] could show the audience a 
side of [her]self that [she] is never able to show.”

Because of her love for theatre, Evans briefly 
pursued an acting career on television, but 
has chosen theater as her main pursuit. This is 
because she loves performing in front of a live 
audience and hearing their authentic reactions 
to the show as she is on stage. She feels more 
of a connection in this way, and finds it much 
more exhilarating. 

As well as acting, Evans also loves to dance. 
The freshman is on the varsity dance team here at Los Gatos High, and 
she utterly adores it thus far. She “really loves the atmosphere and sense 
of community among the dancers.” She also dances during different 
shows and loves combining choreography with singing and acting. With 
football season coming into full swing, she is very excited to show off her 
moves on the football field and sidelines with all of her new teammates. 

In addition to performing arts, Evans is wild about rowing. She 
plans on pursuing the sport next year on the local rowing team - LGRC. 
She started rowing just last summer, but has completely fallen in love 
with the difficult sport. Evans “loves gliding on the water and feeling 
in total control of the boat.”

Evans is a bright light, shining her adorable personality all across 
her new campus. Make sure to keep an eye out for her strutting her 
stuff with the dance team at the upcoming spirit rally and football 
games as she proudly performs for all to see.
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