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by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Designer

It’s that time of year when you watch the 
gangly freshmen walk half a mile across the 
front lawn with their posse, holding their 
poster up bravely: “Flowers are the second 
most beautiful thing. Can I go to coro with 
the first?” The girl being asked giggles and 
accepts an awkward hug as all her friends 
ask them to pose for their Snapchat 
story. Even though the first freshman 
ask typically starts over a month before 
the actual dance, it signifies the start of 
Coro season at Los Gatos High School.

To start the season off, the girls 
agonize over what dress they should get before 
ordering the most basic one off of Lulus and 
having the audacity to be shocked when ten 
other girls show up in the same dress. During 
photos, you lose feeling in your cheeks after the hun-
dredth group picture. The wine-drunk moms clamour 
at their kids with their oversized iPhones, begging for 
another pose like a tourist trying to get the attention 
of a monkey at a zoo.

You leave photos, thoroughly exhausted; pretending 
to be happy for that long takes up a large por-
tion of your energy. For some strange reason, 
your heart skips a beat when you walk past Ms. 

Grasty holding the breathalyzer, even though 
the last time you had 

alcohol was when your 
uncle let you have a 

sip of his beer at your 
cousin’s wedding when 
you were five. 

The dance itself is 
just painful. With more 

than half the school packed into 
one dank gym, you find yourself 

sweating before you even hit the dance 
floor. Time passes differently in the mosh. 

It’s also one of the most dangerous 
places on earth. The football players’ 

voices blend together uniformly into one 
“EY” chant, and you get elbowed in the nose by one and body 

slammed by another when you unintentionally block their path 
to the middle of the mosh. If you have the misfortune of being 
crammed in there when Mo Bamba comes on, rest in peace. 

Los Gatos restores traditional Coronation behaviors this year 

by Ethan Sanders
Editorial Editor

As the population 
of VSCO girls across 
the country and the 
world rapidly rises, 
people will inevitably 
start wondering who 
is the most VSCO of 
them all. There is 
only one good way 
to find this out: the 
VSCO Olympics. The VSCO 
Olympics will be a grand com-
petition consisting of four events 
that will show who among the VSCO girls is the 
most talented of them all, and it will be sure to 
have the spectators cheering “and I oop-” and 
“sksksksksk” at the top of their lungs. Here are 
the events:

Hydro Flask toss: Similar to shot put, only 
more artsy, competitors 

will be challenged to 
launch their Hydro 
Flask as far as pos-
sible, and the VSCO 

girl with the 
farthest toss 
will win this 
event. Bonus 
points can be 

by Emerson Morley
Graphics Designer

There is no greater joy 
than an empty bathroom. 
The stalls are empty, the 
doors are open, you are 
free to select whichever 
stall you choose. The only 
sound to break that heav-
enly silence is the drip-
ping of the faucet. For a 
split second, you think 
you’re in the clear. Then, 
you hear that door handle 
turn, and your quiet para-
dise is ruined. Now your 
once empty bathroom contains 
you and some random person you likely do not 
know. The faucet drips. You stare. Who’s going to 
make the first move? It’s bathroom chicken. They 
stare back. 

This experience is all too common for most of 
us, but it’s always a better option than listening 
to the faint coughing of twelve freshmen in the 
handicap stall as you try to 
enjoy your bathroom experi-
ence. In this instance how-
ever, the silence goes on a 
bit too long so you just make 
that weird tight-smile-face, 
maybe utter an awkward, 
“hi, how are ya?” You are 
incredibly self-conscious of 
your every movement. Does 
my hair look messy? Are my 
shoes untied? Should I have 
spritzed something scented 
this morning in preparation for 
this moment? 

You head to your stall. If 
you’re truly unlucky, you step 
out at the exact same time 
your bathroom-buddy does, 
and you have yet another good 

stare at each other. At this 
time, you notice their fea-
tures and what they’re 
wearing. It’s maybe a 
few seconds of tense 
staring, but you take in 
enough detail to submit 
an accurate description to 
a sketch artist. 

You wash your hands 
side by side, perhaps awk-
wardly reaching for the 
soap at the exact same 
time and proceed to have 
the “no, you go ahead” 

back and forth conversation 
we’ve all seen in rom-coms, but in 

this setting it is nothing short of a horror movie. 
In the home stretch comes peak awkwardness: 

the hand dryer. The creme-de-la-creme of anxious-
ness. You fall in line behind the person and wait as 
they dry their hands, while taking quite possibly 
the longest they can because apparently damp 
hands are a monstrosity to some. Occasionally 

they’ll glance at the mirror and 
squint at you as they do so 
because let’s be real… they’re 
judging you too, or at least 
you think they are. Together 
you leave at the same time 
and you watch your stall-
soulmate walk away and head 
back to wherever they came 
from. You may see them again 
a few days later in passing 
and remember with an odd 
fondness those awkward two 
or three minutes you shared. 
No matter how painful that 
experience was, nothing will 
ever make you more uncom-
fortable than those judgmen-
tal freshman crowded into 
the same corner at 8AM. 

Elizondo introduces new coffee alternatives for the school year

VSCO girls compete in Olympics 
added to a competitor’s score for 

the number of stickers they 
have on their Hydro and 

if they have a sippy lid; 
however, penalties will 
be given if the com-
petitor dents her Hydro 
from this toss.

Scrunchie archery: 
Competitors’ accuracy 

will be challenged in this 
event, where they will shoot 

their scrunchies at targets (in 
a fashion similar to how one 

shoots a rubber band at his or her 
friends). Points will be rewarded depending on how 
close to the bullseye the scrunchie hits. All com-
petitors’ will be required to have a “quiver” (their 
VSCO boyfriend’s wrist) to hold their scrunchies 
when they are not being shot.

Metal straw fencing: VSCO girls will duel one-
on-one in this event, fencing with eco-friendly, 
reusable metal straws while proclaiming that they 
are saving more turtles than their opponent. The 
winner of this event will be given any Starbucks 
beverage of their choice to drink with their turtle-
saving metal straw.

Birk dash: In this challenge of speed, VSCO 
girls will have to don their Birkenstock sandals 
and run through a multi-terrain environment of 
grass, mud, and a beach during golden hour. The 
fastest VSCO girl wins this event, but there is an 
opportunity for bonus points if a competitor posts 
the link to her VSCO account in her Instagram bio. 

Competitors will be disqualified if they wear 
socks with their Birkenstocks.

The winner of all four events 
will be crowned the 

most VSCO of all 
VSCO girls with a 
puka shell neck-

lace and rewarded 
a brand new white 

Jeep Wrangler.

Bathroom experiences traumatize

by Sami Elizondo
Culture Editor

Getting back into the groove of a new school year is a process. 
For most of us, it involves grieving. A common coping mechanism 
that people rely on is drinking absurd amounts 
of coffee. Coffee has this special quality 
that causes consumers to be tricked 
into believing that by drinking a cup 
they will muster up enough energy 
to accomplish anything. In the eyes 
of the consumer, coffee will elicit 
some deep rooted superpower. For 
some, the rich taste of coffee beans 
is enough to do the trick. However, if 
consuming large quantities of coffee 
does not provide you with enough 
energy or motivation to attack the 
upcoming school year, I have a few 
recommendations to keep your spirits and 
grades up.

Join YogaSource: I am sure you have heard people raving 
about hot pilates. While I have yet to try this method, my friends 
and Los Gatos wine moms go on about YogaSource for days. Hot 

pilates is hosted in a room kept at a scorching 
105 degrees. Waking up at 5:00 AM, before the 
sun even rises, to gather in a crowded, steamy 
room is definitely one way to start your 

morning. One common piece of advice that 
everyone can agree to is to forego long 

sleeves and pants. Bonus points will 
be earned if you get a Mint Mojito 
from Philz afterwards; you are 
one step closer to fulfilling the 
long list of Los Gatos stereotypes.

Start a new diet: By limit-
ing what goes into your body, 
you can drastically change your 
life. While some people opt for 
a vegan, vegetarian, or paleo 
approach, I encourage you to try 

something different. Stray away 
from the path of these boring diets 

and find a balance that is right for you. 
I highly recommend pairing up some middle 
school classics, my favorite pair being Cheez-it-
Chex Mix combined with Peach-Pear La Croix. Eat 

this unique combo for three meals a day and find yourself 
living your best life.

Adopt an exotic animal: If you are struggling with 
balancing your time between school and extracurriculars, 
adopt a tiger. Tigers are a better version of your typical 
house cat. Yes, they require a little more food and they 
may leave huge gashes in your furniture, but they look 
really cool and are pretty much just as safe as your 
average tabby. Another option is a peacock. Their bright 
colors and strange calls are sure to distract you from 
your daily responsibilities.  Extra points if you adopt 
a pregnant peacock. If this is the case, you will soon 
have a house full of mini birds and with that a reliable 
6:00am alarm clock.

Whether you purchase a YogaSource membership, 
commit to a new meal plan, or take on the responsibil-

ity of nurturing a rare animal, you are sure to be 
blessed with newfound motivation and energy 

that no amount of coffee will ever amount 
to. By following one of my three tips, I 
am confident that you will be able to 
persevere through yet another year of 
highschool here at LGHS.

When Sicko Mode cuts off and the slow dance comes on, you fake a 
groan along with the rest of the crowd as you secretly scan the entire 
gym for your date. Due to the suffocating peer pressure you feel, you 
begin to dance with them. The next few minutes will be some of the 
most painfully awkward moments of your life. You make unsettling 

eye contact a split 
second before both 
s ta r ing  a t  the 
Boys CCS Basket-
ball Championship 
plaque mounted 
on the gym wall 
or the single card-
board tree to signify 
that the theme is 
Enchanted Forest.

By the time you 
stumble out, miss-
ing a toenail or a 
tooth, hair sticking 

to the back of your neck, you ask yourself if it was really all worth 
it. By next year, however, you will have forgotten the suffering you 
just experienced and return for more disappointment. That’s just high 
school, baby. 

all graphics E. Morley


