
my own grandma speaks that I knew from the start I would cry during 
this movie. Some moments (which I suppose can be seen in many 
cultures, not just Chinese-American) are humorous, like when Billi 
needs to ask her parents how to say “congratulations” in Chinese 
during her speech at her cousin’s fake wedding, and when Nai Nai 

tries to set up Billi with the cute doctor at the hospital. 
Other moments are more stirring – when Nai Nai 

runs out into the road to wave goodbye as Billi’s 
taxicab drives away, I suddenly remembered my 
own Ye Ye who used to stand on the sidewalk and 
wave goodbye to our car every time we left his 
house. From the back of the car, I would watch 
him stand there, craning for a glimpse of us 
even when we were too far to wave anymore. 
My parents have pointed out the “differences 
between East and West” on several occasions 
when they were lecturing or yelling at me, so 
I was pleasantly surprised when Billi’s uncle 
did the same thing, and his reasoning as a 
result of that dichotomy left me torn about 

which side I thought was right: Billi’s or the family’s. Billi’s uncle 
characterizes the gap between Eastern and Western cultures as one 
regarding individuality. In the West, he says to Billi, a person’s 
life belongs only to themselves, whereas in the East, a person is 
part of a greater whole: family, society. In this context, the family 

an exemplar of the male form.” As a video of the 
ballet class in Times Square appeared on screen, 
Ingraham commented, “They look like tai chi 
people.” Arroyo then went on to say, “I hope she 
offends a mechanic next so the boys know how 
to change the oil of a car” as Ingraham laughed. 

Arroyo and Ingraham have created a situation 
that goes beyond the realm 

of dance as dancers 
across social media 
c la im that  the 

Fox anchors preach 
harassment, espe-

cially relating to male 
dancers. Travis Wall 

responded to Arroyo and 
Ingraham’s comments by 

calling them out for 
basically saying that a 

man or boy can’t dance 
because it isn’t mascu-

line enough. Thousands of 
people responding to Wall’s 

post have opened a discus-
sion about the true definition  
of masculinity.

The incident and its after-
math have led people to dis-
cover and agree that there 

is no one set of qualities that defines 
someone as masculine. The conversation started 
with standing up against bullying and ended 
facing a much bigger monster, harassment. But, 
with an army of people and dancers facing this 
repeated form of gender discrimination, they 
will soon enough put an end to it in no time.  
(Source: The Ringer)
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by Nick Borgia
Public Relations Manager

Marvel fans across the world were hit with some unfortunate news last August 
as Marvel and Sony announced that their partnership will come to an end. 
Consequently, the split means that Marvel’s Spider-Man, played by Tom Holland, 
will not be a part of any future installments in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
as the character originally belonged to Sony. 

The split was not exactly a surprise, however, as Sony film studio chief 
Tom Rothman and Marvel president Kevin Feige were reportedly talking about 
the situation for months. Graeme McMillan from the Hollywood Reporter 
states that “the breakdown between the two parties came after Marvel and 
its parent company, Disney, requested a bigger piece of Spider-Man movies 
going forward, a suggestion which Sony turned down in preference for an 
extension of the existing agreement, which sees Marvel receiving a modest 
five percent of first-dollar gross, as well as all merchandising revenue.”

Tom Holland’s Spider-Man appears in a total of five Marvel movies, including 
two stand alone films. Holland debuted in Captain America: Civil War in 2016, 
followed by Spider-Man: Homecoming, Avengers: Infinity War, Avengers: Endgame, 
and lastly, Spider-Man Far From Home. As the latest addition to the Spider-Man 
installments, Far From Home, released in early July, proved to be very successful as 
it recently became Sony Pictures’ highest grossing release of all time, raking in a total 
of $1.109 billion. 

Holland promotes Bon Appetit 
by Lucy Holland
Sports Editor

Bon Appetit magazine has a YouTube channel 
that is easy to get lost in, but their beloved hosts 
and subtly hilarious editors make this channel one 
to look into.

The magazine has a range of videos available 
for free; almost all of their videos are shot in their 
gorgeous, state of the art “test kitchen” on the 35th 
floor of the One World Trade Center in New York City. 
The stunning views and impressive kitchen add to 
the ambiance of the videos. Lively hosts like Claire 
Savitz and Brad Leone engage viewers with their 
huge personalities. You can follow Claire’s struggles 
to create gourmet versions of your favorite snack 
foods on “Gourmet Makes,” or go on adventures 
with Brad on “It’s Alive.” 

One of the most well-known series is the 
aforementioned “Gourmet Makes,” where 
Claire Savitz, a world-renowned pastry 
chef, embarks on a journey to create 
homemade gourmet snacks ranging 
from Peeps to Poptarts to Pring-
les. Sometimes nailing it on the 
first try, or struggling for days 
on end, she experiences myriad 
highs and lows. Viewers can feel 
her pain with her “third-day 
curse” where everything goes 
well until the third day when an 
absolute catastrophe occurs and Claire 
“doesn’t want to talk about it.”

 Join Carla Lalli Music and numerous pop-
ular celebrities on “Back to Back,” a series where 
Carla, who has arguably one of the greatest chef 
names in existence, challenges someone to make 
the same recipe as she is making, with only verbal 

by Jenna Roselli
Opinion Editor

On the talk show, Good Morning America, a host 
named Lara Spencer laughed at the fact that Prince 
Wiliam and Princess Kate’s son Prince George is 
taking ballet classes, commenting, “I have news for 
you Prince William, we’ll see how long that lasts.” 
Both dance and film legends such 
as Derek Haugh, Debbie Allen, 
and Rosie O’Donnell were deeply 
offended and took to social media 
to call her out. 

Others took a different 
approach, like So You Think 
You Can Dance performer, 
Travis Wall, who responded 
by organizing a ballet 
class in Time Square 
in front of the GMA 
building. Three hun-
dred dancers showed 
up to take the class. 
His video posted on 
social media received 
over one million views. 
Lara Spencer quickly 
apologized, posting “My 
sincere apologies for an 
insensitive comment I 
made in pop news yesterday. From 
ballet to anything one wants to explore in life, I 
say go for it.”

A few days after Lara Spencer’s apology, two 
broadcasters from Fox News, Raymond Arroyo and 
Laura Ingraham, made fun of the GMA situation as 
Arroyo said, “People harass you. If you walk around in 
tights people are going to harass you. It’s not exactly 

instructions. Carla has invited guests like David 
Dobrik, Natalie Portman, Al Roker, and The 
Try Guys. Although David Dobrik is “afraid of 
seafood” and says he has zero cooking skills, he 
managed to make a very good looking shrimp 
summer roll.

Chris Morocco is a “supertaster,” and that skill 
is put to the test in “Reverse Engineering.” Chris 
is assigned another professional chef’s dish that 
he can taste, touch, smell, and feel, but not see. 
His “sniff and nibble” technique for tasting has 
gained attention from viewers including The Try 
Guys, who mention it on Carla’s show.

Five of the main chefs join forces on “Making 
Perfect,” where Claire Savitz, Molly Baz, Carla 

Lalli Music, Chris Morocco, Andy Baraghani, 
and Brad Leone work to create the best 

possible version of something. 
In season one, they chose 

to divide and conquer 
in the quest to make 

the perfect pizza. Over 
the course of six episodes, 

countless brainstorming ses-
sions, and a trip to Italy, they 

accomplished just that. 
The test kitchen staff truly 

is a YouTube family, a family that 
more people than you think are 

familiar with. Anyone who watches 
the channel can relate to Brad’s humor 

or the fact that you just want to give 
Claire a hug all the time. Whether you’re a 

foodie or not, Bon Appetit’s YouTube videos 
are available for a good time, laugh, or maybe 
even a recipe. 
(Sources: Walmart, Costco, The Verge, Forbes)

withholds the knowledge of Nai Nai’s fatal illness to shoulder the painful 
burden for her.

I noticed that at the end, Billi never comes to accept this reason-
ing, but she doesn’t rebel against it and tell her grandmother about 
the cancer either. Instead, she reluctantly submits to the lie, neither 
demonstrating her allegiance to her American values nor her Chinese 
values. Once she returns to New York, however, the very last scene of 
the movie has Billi standing on a crowded bridge and shouting, “HA,” 
the noise her grandmother taught her to make when practicing a tai-
chi move. To me, this represents a sliver of Billi’s reconnection to her 
Eastern heritage, as she ignores the Americans walking around her, who 
are likely weirded out by her yelling, and shouts “HA!” anyway to release 
her anguish and heartbreak.

The Farewell isn’t only a touching story about the relationship 
between Billi and her grandmother; it is a greater testament to the 
Asian-American experience and a story of Billi’s personal battle with 
her heritage and the values it exalts.

by Esther Sun
Opinion Editor

Originally an independent film screened at the Sundance Film 
Festival, The Farewell has rapidly gained nationwide fame after 
its theatrical release on July 12, bagging $14.5 million at the 
box office and a rare five-star rating on Rotten Tomatoes. 
Heart-warming and tear-jerking, the film brings to 
light some diametrically-opposed aspects of 
Eastern and Western values and tells a com-
pelling story of the cultural push-and-pull 
that many Asian-Americans face when trying 
to synthesize their different backgrounds.

The Farewell follows the story of a 
young Chinese-American woman named 
Billi whose family returns to China to visit 
its dying matriarch under the excuse of 
a fake wedding. The family collectively 
agrees not to inform Billi’s grandmother, 
whom Billi calls Nai Nai, of her lung 
cancer until she is close to her death 
to keep her from worrying.

It was incredible to me how many aspects of the Asian-American 
experience the writers portrayed with stunning accuracy. The way 
Nai Nai speaks in Chinese, with her special intonations and little 
filler sounds here and there, like “oh?”, are so similar to the way 

The Farewell gives representation to Chinese-American culture
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 Many fans are concerned that Spider-Man’s sudden disappearance will create 
major holes in the plot of future Marvel movies. With recent installments such as 
Endgame and Far From Home, Spider-Man quickly became an important character 
in the franchise. Many future Marvel films were planned to include Spider-Man, 
but sadly for fans, this will no longer be the case.

In addition to Spider-Man, Sony has the rights to characters like Venom 
and Morbius, who are also a part of the Spider-Man universe. Marvel released 
Venom last October, which also did well in the box 
office, grossing a total of $880.2 million. A 
sequel was in the works, but with the 
end of the Sony/Marvel deal, it 
is uncertain what the future 

holds for the movie.
Tom Holland’s Spider-Man 

will be greatly missed in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe. 

However, Sony is still able to 
create Spider-Man films with Hol-

land, but they just won’t follow 
along with the storyline of other 

Marvel films.
(Sources: The Hollywood Reporter, Variety)

Sony and Marvel split jeopardizes Spider-Man Franchise
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