
grew over the new policy, the White House has since addressed the 
decision in multiple press conferences, ultimately concluding that it 
may have to be altered. Already, the public’s outcry proves to be at 
least somewhat effective in reversing deportation tactics enforced by 
the Trump Administration.
(Sources: Harvard Crimson, Engadget, LA Times, Rolling Stone,  
Vanity Fair)

by Jenna Roselli and Lucy Holland
Opinion and Sports Editors

The Trump Administration publicly announced its new plan for 
immigrant deportation on Aug. 7. During the announcement, the 
administration avoided discussing whether detained illegal immigrants 
can receive possibly life-saving medical treatments. The administration 
also made arrangements to limit social services for legal immigrants, cut 
off flu vaccines for those being detained in border detention centers, 
and decrease the amount of time families can be held at the border. 

In addition to these modifications to policy, the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Service (USCIS) is no longer responsible for accepting 
medical deferred action requests, a program that has allowed sick 
individuals and their families to live in America while the patient is 
treated. The program included treatments for cancer, cerebral palsy, 
epilepsy, HIV, leukemia, cystic fibrosis, and muscular dystrophy. The 
undocumented individuals and their families were sent letters stating 
that they had 33 days to leave the country. However, this critical 
information was not made clear to the public. 

According to Rolling Stone, about a thousand of last year’s requests 
to travel to America for treatments have been put on hold. This 
includes a 16-year-old patient, Jonathan Sanchez from Honduras, 
suffering from cystic fibrosis. His mother, Mariela Sanchez, put in the 
request as she has already lost a daughter to the same disease. She 
claims that, “he would be dead,” if they did not leave their home and 
migrate to America.

by Jackie King
People Editor

While other high school girls were out partying 
after senior prom or going to the last football 
game, one 18-year-old cheerleader in Cincinnati, 
Ohio was secretly giving birth in her bathroom. 
Without a single person knowing of her pregnancy 
besides her OB-GYN, she proceeded to burn and 
bury her newborn daughter in the backyard. 

Prosecutors are charging now 20 year old 
Brooke Skylar Richardson with aggravated murder, 
involuntary manslaughter, gross abuse of a corpse, 
tampering with evidence, and child endangerment. 
Richardson pled not guilty to the charges and 
testified that her newborn daughter was stillborn 
and she buried the corpse in her backyard as she 
did not know what else to do. Although this is 
what Richardson and her attorneys claim, the 
prosecutors theorize that she purposely killed her 
baby, saying she did not want to be a mother in 
the first place. In an attempt to hide the evidence, 
she burned and buried the baby in her backyard. 

A few months after Richardson gave birth, 
the police came to her door. They interviewed her 
about the pregnancy as her OB-GYN reported that 
there was no record of the birth weeks after her 
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New CA law defies NCAA
by Revanth Rao
National/World Editor 

The National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) continues to refuse to allow college players 
to be compensated monetarily, but California legis-
lators appear to be on track to change that policy. 

On Sept. 9, the State Assembly passed a bill 
that would allow college athletes to make money off 
their likeness. If the bill goes through, it could be 
a game-changer in the economics of college sports.

The NCAA is the governing body for 1,268 U.S. 
colleges and organizations nationally. They regulate 
athletics for these colleges and set rules for com-
petition. One such rule is that athletes are barred 
from making money while still in college. This does 
not necessarily prohibit colleges from compensating 
their athletes; the best athletes typically receive 
scholarships and free room-and-board. However, 
athletes cannot be paid directly in money, a rule 
that appears both increasingly outdated and broken. 
For example, the 2017-2018 men’s college basketball 
scandal led to numerous arrests and allegations that 
many high-level basketball players received money 
under the table as bribes to commit to various col-
leges and universities.

With news of such scandals becoming increas-
ingly prevalent, people continue to wonder why the 
NCAA is so averse to paying athletes. At least part 
of the reason is out of the hands of the NCAA. Title 
IX, a federal civil rights law, states that student-ath-
letes must all have the same perks, opportunities, 

and compensation. As such, if the NCAA decided 
to allow colleges to pay their athletes, players in 
all sports would be entitled to the same “salary.” 
This could be problematic for colleges, as not all 
sports make the same amount of money; football 
and men’s basketball typically are money-makers 
for universities, but the same cannot be said for 
sports like badminton or field hockey. In addition, 
not all players are of equal skill level or stature; 
however, under Title IX, all players would receive 
equal pay.

In the face of this discussion, California has 
chosen to blaze a new path. The Fair Pay to Play 
Act, proposed by Nancy Skinner, was passed unan-
imously in the State Assembly and now goes to 
governor Gavin Newsom. If approved, it is slated to 
begin Jan. 1, 2023 and will allow student-athletes 
to make money off endorsements, allowing the 
best to be compensated for their services.

One roadblock for the bill is the NCAA, whose 
president Mark Emmert states that California 
colleges would be barred from competing for 
championships due to an unfair advantage. 
However, the bill has high profile backers such as 
LeBron James, who tweeted, “This law is a GAME 
CHANGER.” Another supporter, Bernie Sanders, 
tweeted, “College athletes are workers. Pay them.” 
The future for this bill promises to be interesting, 
and if passed, could be monumental in changing 
college sports as we know them.
(Sources: Complex, LA Times, CNN)

Woman accused of murder

GO TEAM: The Cincinnati Bengals’ cheerleaders perform.A VIEW TO DIE FOR: College basketball athletes compete on an aircraft carrier during the annual Carrier Classic.

baby’s due date. Richardson claimed that her baby 
was delivered stillborn in the middle of the night, 
and she proceeded to name the baby Annabelle 
before burying her in the backyard along with 
some flowers. Following the interview, the police 
searched Richardson’s house and backyard, finding 
the skeletal remains of her dead daughter. A forensic 
anthropologist discovered that parts of the baby’s 
bones were blackened, proving that the baby was 
in fact set on fire despite Richardson’s denial. This 
inconsistency forced the investigators to reinterview 
her in order to get an upfront confession. 

Interrogators did extract a confession, but 
the credibility of Richardson’s account has been 
debated. Her defense attorneys claim the investiga-
tors forced a confession by scaring a young girl into 
telling them what they wanted to hear. According to 
USA Today, after the police and investigators left, 
Richardson was recorded admitting to her father 
that “[she] tried to cremate the baby.” Her attorneys 
began to fight this claim, saying she only admitted 
this because she was already broken down from 
the harsh interrogation. Richardson and her team 
eventually confessed she set fire to her child, but 
say she only did it following the baby’s stillbirth, as 
she was unsure of what else to do with the remains.  

Richardson was found not guilty of almost all 
of the felony charges against her. The court only 
found her guilty of gross abuse of the corpse, greatly 
reducing her life sentence to a maximum of one year. 
The exact time she will serve will be determined at 
a later date.
(Sources: USA Today, Fox News, WP)

Possible link found between lung illnesses and vaping
by Sonali Muthukrishnan and Madeline King
News Editor and Editor-in-Chief

In the past year, the US Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the FDA, and various state health departments have discovered 
a possible link between e-cigarette usage and lung diseases. In 
the United States at least 450 cases of lung illnesses have been 
connected to vaping, as well as six deaths in California, Illinois, 
Indiana, Minnesota, Oregon, and Kansas. 

Currently, the FDA and various state departments of health 
are conducting investigations to find out why e-cigarettes could 
be causing these illnesses. Most of the victims admitted that 
they used e-cigarettes containing cannabis products like THC, 
the main intoxicant in marijuana, and nicotine. Lab experiments 
conducted by the New York State Department of Health discovered 
that many vape products that were flavored or contained cannabis 
had high levels of Vitamin E Acetate. This chemical is common in 
skin products and certain foods like leafy greens, and is normally 
safe to use; however, it can cause issues when it is inhaled above 
recommended levels. When used in excess this chemical can cause 
dizziness, fatigue, headaches, weakness, blurred vision, increased 
risk of bleeding, diarrhea, nausea, and may also contribute to 
fatal conditions.

Attempting to combat the teenage vape epidemic, Michigan 
banned the retail and online sale of flavored e-cigarettes in the 
state on Sept. 4, 2019. Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered this ban 
after the state’s Department of Health and Human Services declared 
youth vaping a public health emergency. The ban gives companies a 

30-day transition period to comply and will last for six months, 
though it can be renewed after the first six month period, and 
also bans e-cigarette marketing using the words “clear,” “safe,” or 
“healthy.” New York quickly followed on Sept. 15, with Governor 
Andrew Cuomo announcing an “emergency executive action” that 
will advance legislation aiming to eliminate deceptive marketing 
practices of e-cigarettes to youth and raise the legal purchasing 
age of e-cigarettes from 18 to 21. “Manufacturers of fruit and 
candy-flavored e-cigarettes are intentionally and recklessly 
targeting young people, and today we’re taking action to put an 
end to it,” said Cuomo. According to the governor’s office, New 
York state police will partner with the Department of Health to 
investigate under the Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention Act, 
which adds criminal penalties to retailers caught selling tobacco 
or vaping products to underage users.

In an attempt to stop both the lung illnesses and the teenage 
vaping epidemic, the FDA is strictly enforcing regulations on 
e-cigarette companies sales and marketing towards underage audi-
ences. Doctors currently advise e-cigarette and vape consumers to 
refrain from use until further investigation, and to monitor their 
symptoms and seek medical attention if needed. 
(Sources: CNN, USA Today, CBS News, Washington Post)
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VAPE YOUR LIFE AWAY: Juul advertizes its products as a lifestyle brand. 

Trump Administration announces new deportation plans
Due to the program closing, applicants like Sanchez will have to 

turn to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to present their 
cases. When the Trump Administration first enforced the new rule, they 
failed to inform ICE until the press uncovered this change.

There have also been reports of the mandatory deportation of stu-
dent immigrants that are in America for educational reasons. Ismail B. 
Ajjaw is a Palestinian refugee student who attended the United Nations 
School in Lebanon, and was awarded a scholarship from the non-profit 
charity Amideast to attend Harvard this fall. However, on Aug. 2, before 
he could even step outside the Boston Logan International Airport after 
his flight, he was held in the airport for eight hours and questioned 
about his religious practices back in Lebanon. The US Customs and 
Border Patrol revoked his visa and deported him after deeming him 
“inadmissible to the United States based on information discovered 
during the CBP inspection.” According to Engadget, after scrutinizing 
his social media, CBP officers found a post of his friends, claiming it 
expressed “points of view that oppose the US.” 

 After an outcry of support from the public and the Harvard admis-
sions office, Ajjaw was granted entrance into the United States after he 
“overcame all grounds of inadmissibility,” according to the LA Times. 

As the current administration targets sick children and gifted 
students from other countries, the public’s response has been mostly 
outrage. After a backlash on deporting ill infants, 127 Congressional 
Democrats “penned a letter USCIS (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Service) urging them to reconsider” according to Vanity Fair. As outrage MAKE SOME NOISE: Protesters marched last year over Trump’s deportations.
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CASE CLOSED: The county court oversaw the case.
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