
actually much safer than many other brand name 
drugs developed by different companies. In addi-
tion, while some do become addicted after being 
prescribed opioid medication, almost 80% of those 
with addictions obtained the drugs illegally and not 
through the recommendation of a physician. Also, 
addiction rates fluctuate depending on a multitude 
of factors, such as age, mental illness, and past use 
of highly addictive substances.

Yet, Balkman concluded that Johnson & John-
son was responsible for contributing to the opioid 
crisis as evidenced by “increased rates of addiction, 
overdose deaths and neonatal abstinence syndrome 
in Oklahoma.”

Despite the verdict, the company’s stocks rose 
almost 2% after the announcement that they would 
only pay a fraction of what they were originally 
expected to pay. The pharmaceutical company 
announced that they plan to appeal the judgment in 
a statement by their general counsel Michael Ullman, 
saying that they did not cause the crisis and neither 
the “facts nor the law support this outcome.”
(Sources: NPR, NY Times, CNN, CNBC, GQ)
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by Sophie Sullivan
Media Production Editor

After a seven-week trial, a state judge ordered 
pharmaceutical company and household name 
Johnson & Johnson to pay $572 million to the 
state of Oklahoma for its role in the state’s rampant 
opioid epidemic in a landmark decision on Aug. 26. 
The verdict, well below the initial $17 billion the 
state requested, was the result of a trial accusing 
the company of using misleading marketing to 
promote their opioid-based treatments, like Dura-
gesic, a fentanyl patch.

Thad Balkman, the judge presiding over the 
case, found the company guilty of creating a 
“nuisance as defined by [the law],” and for com-
promising the “health and safety of thousands  
of Oklahomans.” 

The $17 billion requested by the state would 
supposedly fund a 30-year plan to help battle the 
crisis and work against opioid addiction within 
Oklahoma. Balkman reasoned that the company 
should only deliver $572 million because the state 
lacked “sufficient evidence of the amount of time 
and costs necessary” for their plan beyond the 
first year.

Johnson & Johnson was not the only big 
pharma company hit with legal cases for their 
roles in fueling Oklahoma’s opioid epidemic. Purdue 
Pharma, founded by the Sackler family, settled for 
$270 million with the state for hiding addiction 
risks associated with its product OxyContin after 
the corporation’s executives plead guilty. The 
state also settled with Teva Pharmaceuticals for 
$85 million last May.

Although Johnson & Johnson did increase its 
support for the prescription of opioids during the 
1990s to treat chronic pain, they were only one 
among several other pharmaceutical companies 
to do this. Much of the confusion that stems from 
this case is that Johnson & Johnson’s drugs are 
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by Lucy Holland
Sports Editor

In 2019 so far, 313 people have died in mass shootings, 53 in August 
alone. According to CBS News, “there have been more mass shootings 
than days this year.”

On May 31, 12 people were killed and four were wounded in a 
shooting in Virginia Beach, VA. On July 28, four people were killed 
and 17 were injured at the Gilroy Garlic Festival in California, and on 
Aug. 3, 22 people were killed and 24 were wounded in a shooting at a 
Walmart in El Paso, TX. The next day, in Dayton, OH, there was another 
mass shooting where nine were killed and 27 were injured. Finally, 
on Aug. 31, there was a drive-by shooting spree in Odessa, TX, where 
seven people were killed and 24 were wounded. 

In Texas, nine bills regarding gun rights went into effect on Sept. 
1, just hours after Texas saw its second mass shooting in less than a 
month. Some of these new laws strip landlords of the power to prohibit 
their renters from owning a gun allow people to store ammunition in 
their cars while on school campuses and give people without a license 
to carry the ability to carry a weapon in an emergency. Texans can 
also now carry firearms in places of worship and restrictions have been 
loosened on the number of armed marshals allowed on public school 
campuses and on foster parents storing firearms.

Texas updates gun laws following several mass shootings
Texans own more firearms than any other state’s population, with 

a total of 588,696 and 20.9 guns per capita. The state is also the site 
of four of the ten deadliest mass shootings in the United States.

While Texas has followed a strategy of loosening restrictions on 
guns so that citizens can protect themselves, Walmart has taken a dif-
ferent path. On Tues., Sept. 3, the retailing giant’s CEO Doug McMillon 
announced in a statement that the company would take steps to reduce 
gun violence within their stores in response to the El Paso Walmart 
shooting that occurred a month earlier. The Texas shooting took place 
just days after a different Walmart employee shot and killed two of 
his co-workers at a Walmart in Southaven, MS.

The company stated that they would be discontinuing sales of 
short-barrel rifle ammunition and all handgun ammunition. McMillon 
also announced they would stop selling handguns in their Alaska loca-
tions, the only state in which they were still available. In states with 
open-carry gun laws, the company reported they would be “respectfully 
requesting” customers to stop openly carrying firearms in their stores. 

So far, Walmart is the only major retailer to announce they will 
stop selling certain guns and ammunition, though companies including 
Walgreens, CVS, and Kroger asked customers to stop openly carrying 
firearms in their stores. Several more asked lawmakers to take action 
against gun violence through Red Flag laws and background checks.

Teehee represents Cherokees J&J ordered to pay 572 mil

Jeffrey Epstein commits suicide while awaiting court date
by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor

 On Aug. 10, America woke up to a bombardment of news alerts 
claiming the accused child sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein committed 
suicide in his prison cell. The events leading up to the death of the 
banker and financier are still unclear and have since been the subject 
of conspiracy theories and rampant speculation.

The court first accused Epstein of sex crimes over a decade ago. 
In 2008 Epstein was sentenced to 18 months in prison after pleading 
guilty to one of two state charges of procuring an underage girl for 
prostitution. He ultimately only spent 13 months in prison and was 
permitted to leave six days a week in order to go to work. The plea 
deal that led to this shortened sentence came under harsh criticism 
this summer, and ultimately led to the resignation of President Trump’s 
Labor Secretary, Alex Acosta, the federal prosecutor who cut the deal 
with Epstein. Acosta defended the deal saying he was scared that 
Epstein would have walked free without needing to register as a sex 
offender had the agreement not been offered.

In July 2019, Epstein was arrested for sex-trafficking charges and 
a raid on his mansion revealed an abundance of vulgar photographs 
of girls as young as fourteen. Epstein pled not guilty to the charges. 
He was held at Metropolitan Correctional Center in New York City, 
where he was placed on suicide watch after being found semiconscious 
with marks on his neck, although the origin of the marks are still 
undetermined. While under suicide watch, Epstein underwent daily 
psychological evaluations and was constantly monitored by officials 

In a more recent development, on Fri., Sept. 13, 145 CEOs, including 
those of Airbnb, Lyft, Uber, Twitter, and Levi Strauss, wrote a bipar-
tisan letter to Congress asking them to support common-sense gun 
laws including background checks and assault rifle bans. The letter 
states that “Doing nothing about America’s gun violence crisis is 
simply unacceptable,” and “Gun violence in America is not inevitable;  
it’s preventable.”
(Sources: CNBC, CNN, CBS, Texas.gov, KUT, ThoughtCo, HuntingMark, 
NYTimes, MAIG)

 

by Alaina Fox
News Editor

As a result of two treaties between the United 
States and the Cherokee Nation, the Cherokee 
Nation recently selected Kimberly Teehee as 
the first person to represent the tribe in the US 
House of Representatives. Two treaties enacted 

LET’S TALK: Teehee & Obama discuss Native affairs.

JUSTICE SERVED: Epstein was arrested in 2019 on child sex-trafficking charges.

at the center. However, on July 29 the prison moved him to a special 
housing unit at the correctional facility and he was taken off suicide 
watch after being deemed no longer in danger of harming himself. 
Although he initially had a roommate in the housing unit, they were 
soon transferred out and he was not assigned a replacement. 

Twelve days after being taken off suicide watch, guards found 
Epstein dead in his cell. Despite the New York Medical Examiner 
declaring Epstein’s death a suicide by hanging, conspiracy theories 
have been rampant, in part because of Epstein’s connections to 
powerful people, including President Trump and Bill Clinton. Outrage 
over his death immediately began to grow online, and the FBI started 
an investigation regarding the circumstances of his death. The FBI 
had so far issued fifteen subpoenas to employees of the correctional 
center, and the head of the Federal Bureau of Prisons was reassigned.

The two employees who were supposed to check in on Epstein 
every 30 minutes have been placed on administrative leave. They are 
currently accused of sleeping on the job and falsifying records that 
say they did check in on him. Reporting has also emerged that one 
worker was a substitute while the other had been working multiple 
overtime shifts, and that they left Epstein alone for three hours,  
leading to further scrutiny regarding the staffing of prisons across 
the country. 

Even more accusations emerged recently against Epstein, including 
one where he allegedly took 11-year-old girls to his private island 
last year. 
(Sources: NYT, CNN, Vox, The New Yorker, NY Magazine, Fox News)

STOP AND SHOP: Walmart bans sale of short-barrel rifle and hangun ammunition. 

fifty years apart grant the Cherokee Nation the 
right to have a representative in Congress. The 
Treaty of Hopewell from 1785 asserts “that the 
Indians may have full confidence in the justice 
of the United States, respecting their interests, 
they shall have the right to send a deputy of 
their choice, whenever they think fit, to Con-
gress.” Similarly, Article 7 of the 1835 Treaty 
of New Echota states, “it is stipulated that they 
[Cherokees] shall be entitled to a delegate in the 
House of Representatives of the United States 
whenever Congress shall make provision for the 
same.” These treaties do not specify if a Native 
American Congressperson qualifies as a voting 
member. If not, her role would be similar to 
that of representatives from US territories such 

POPPIN’ PILLS: Opiod pills are available in most drug stores.
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as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, allowing 
her to introduce legislation and debate on the 
House floor. 

Teehee has extensive political experience. 
Currently, her roles include Board President of 
the Native American Contractors Association, 
Vice President of Government Relations for 
Cherokee Nation Businesses, and Director of 
Government Relations for Cherokee Nation. 
Previously, she held the title of Senior Policy 
Advisor for Native American Affairs under the 
Obama administration, before which she was 
Senior Advisor to Representative Dale Kildee, 
the Native American Caucus Co-Chair in the US 
House of Representatives. Within these various 
positions, she developed and contributed to 
policies concerning environmental rights, eco-
nomic prosperity, safety and health, educational 
improvements, and tribal consultation.

Teehee, currently awaiting Congressional 
approval of her new role, was the obvious choice 
for the Cherokee Nation’s political leaders. Prin-
cipal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. commented “Kim 
Teehee has worked on Capitol Hill. She’s worked 
for the Cherokee Nation advocating our interests 
so it’s certainly a natural fit to nominate her as 
delegate.” Deputy speaker of the council Victoria 
Vazquez agreed that Ms. Teehee’s “wealth of 
experience” and “storied career of advocating 
and working on issues” made “her appointment 
as the first-ever delegate an easy decision,” 
elaborating that she was “happy to support her 
nomination.” Teehee’s nomination symbolises an 
important step toward increased recognition of 
Native Americans’ concerns.
(Sources: NYT, WLOS, Native American Con-
tractors Association, Mississippi Encyclopedia,  
Cherokee Phoenix)
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