
U.S. bargains new Iran Deal 
by Maddie Dewhirst
News Editor

On May 8, President Donald Trump withdrew the 
United States from the Iran Deal, formally known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 
The deal was brokered during the Obama Admin-
istration in cooperation with other international 
powers in order to limit Iran’s capability to make a 
nuclear weapon; in exchange, Iran was given access 
to global markets. 

After President Trump withdrew from the deal, 
sanctions were snapped back in place on Iran; 
however, no other countries did the same. Tensions 
between the United States and Iran have since 
escalated sharply: along with increasing sanctions 
in 2018, the United States designated a branch of 
the Iranian military as a terrorist organization. In 
response to this, Iran declared the United States 
a “state sponsor of terrorism” and designated US 
troops in Iran as “terrorist groups.” 

Over the past year, both sides have heightened 
the pressure on one another. John Bolton, the 
former National Security Advisor, lobbied President 
Trump to send an aircraft carrier to the Middle East, 
claiming that it was preparation for the possibility 
of an Iranian attack on the US or its allies. The US 
also accused Iran of attacking two oil tankers in the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

On June 20, Iran shot down a US drone. The 
location of the drone at the time is disputed, and 
the US claims that it was over international waters, 
while Iran claims it was in Iranian airspace. The next 
day, President Trump tweeted that he had called off 
a retaliatory strike against Iran at the last minute; 
the assault, he claims, would have killed approx-
imately 150 people. According to the tweets sent 
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out, President Trump asked his generals moments 
before the strike what the death toll would be and, 
feeling that the effects would be disproportionate, 
called off the assault. 

However, despite the tensions between the 
US and Iran, Europe has been looking for ways 
to keep the JCPOA largely in place. In the past 
month, France has floated a $15 billion line of 
credit to Iran that would compensate them for 
the oil sales disrupted by the sanctions from the 
US. The money would be contingent upon Iran 
returning to compliance with the original deal, and 
stop enriching uranium above the allowed levels, 
which the country claims to have already done. 
The deal is also dependent upon US approval, and 
with John Bolton now out of the White House, 
France is attempting to press their deal. According 
to reporting at the G7, President Trump is open to 
a deal that would ease the pressure between the 
two countries. 
(Sources: Aljazeera, Daily Beast, Business Insider)

by Madeline King
Editor-in-Chief

After spending two weeks sailing across the 
Atlantic, 16-year-old Swedish activist Greta 
Thunberg arrived in New York on Wed., Aug. 28, 
ahead of her speech at the United Nations Climate 
Action Summit on Sept. 23.

Thunberg grew to international prominence 
after she began missing school every Friday, 
starting on Aug. 20, 2018, to protest outside 
the Swedish parliamentary building, demanding 
that adults take stronger action against climate 
change. The growing movement, called Fridays 
for Future, has a following of thousands of stu-
dents who have walked out of school in globally 
coordinated climate protests.

Embarking on her two-week sailing expedition 
from the UK in an emissions-free racing yacht, 
Thunberg avoided the greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with airplane travel. Just before 3 PM, 
many young activists greeted Thunberg at the 
North Cove Marina in Manhattan. Within sight 
of Wall Street, whose investments in fossil fuels 
are a target of climate activists and an area which 
rising sea-levels threaten, “Sea levels are rising, 
and so are we!” chanted activists.

During a news conference a few minutes after 
her arrival, Thunberg stated, “If no one has been 
able to convince [President Trump] about the 
climate crisis – the urgency – then why should I 
be able to do that?” Instead, she hopes to spread 
awareness among American citizens about what 
she calls the “climate crisis.” Cutting emissions is 
critical in reducing the effects of climate change, 
which recently made the news as carbon levels 
in the atmosphere reached 415 ppm, the highest 
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by Sofia Rossi
National/World Editor

Starting as widespread opposition to an extradition bill in early 
June, Hong Kong protests have erupted into a massive anti-government 
demonstration with several hundred thousand supporters. According 
to CNN, protestors are demanding the realization of five key requests: 
“[full withdrawal of] the extradition bill, an independent inquiry to 
probe police brutality, [withdrawal of] the characterization of protests 
as ‘riots,’ release [of] those arrested at protests, [and implementation 
of] universal suffrage in Hong Kong.” 

Promoted by mainland China and Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam, the extradition bill sparked unforeseen controversy. The bill would 
allow for the detainment and transfer of wanted Hong Kong residents 
to countries with which the city has no extradition agreements. After 
months of unwavering public criticism, Lam effectively withdrew the 
proposal, but only after the arrests of 1,183 protestors and over 2,350 
cans of tear gas fired by the police.

Political unrest, especially among youth, stems from the fear 
surrounding the expiration of Hong Kong’s Basic Law, which currently 
grants them autonomy from mainland China until 2047. Hong Kong 
previously belonged to England, but was returned to China in 1997. 
Ever since their break from China, internal division and a lack of 

representation in government policy afflict citizens of the city. Many 
felt that the extradition bill threatened Hong Kong’s political and 
legal sovereignty, and therefore, their rights. In favor of a democratic 
republic, thousands of students have boycotted classes at 10 of Hong 
Kong’s 13 universities since the beginning of their school year on Sept. 
2.  The students’ rhetoric includes posters with messages such as, “give 
me democracy or give me death” and “if we burn, you burn with us.” 

Perhaps the most powerful protest during the movement has been 
the “Hong Kong Way,” which took place on Aug. 23. Inspired by a 
demonstration 30 years earlier called the “Baltic Way,” the protest 
involved a 60-kilometer human chain of over 210,000 activists. People 
of all ages lined up across Hong Kong, from the streets of Wan Chai to 
the peak of Lion Rock. Cellphone lights illuminated the length of the 
chain as people stood their ground, hoping to gain global attention 
and aid. 

After months of steadfast protests against Beijing’s interference, 
advocates of democracy have begun to call upon foreign powers for 
support. With the goal of achieving democratic reform, some activists 
marched on the US Consulate with signs reading, “President Trump, 
please liberate Hong Kong.” US support would mean passing the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act written by US Congress mem-
bers. Amidst political and economic tension with China, as well as a 
lack of  congressional and executive support, several barriers prevent 
US support of Hong Kong.

While Hong Kong’s  government has conceded to some major 
demands of protestors, they still have a long way to go to halt protests 
and establish peace. 
(Sources: CNN, New York Times, South China Morning News Report, 
The Guardian, BBC)

COM: Picturesque Bahamas devastated by Dorian
by Quincy Marks
Public Relations Manager

The Bahamas is known for its Instagram worthy hotels, out-
standing beaches, and beautiful waters. However, the stunning and 
serene islands of the Bahamas have been decimated by Hurricane 
Dorian, which hit the country last week. The hurricane left many 
dead, thousands homeless, and many still awaiting aid. Before the 
hurricane hit the islands, the country was making great strides in 
climate change issues. 

Because Bahamians rely on tourism as their main source of income, 
the Bahamas Plastic Movement instituted a campaign against single use 
plastics, attempting to make the Bahamas a place “where an engaged 
public has created a nation free of plastic debris.” Earlier this year, 
the Bahamian government passed a law prohibiting single use plastics, 
which goes into effect Jan. 1, 2020. The law bans styrofoam cups and 
foodware, plastic utensils, plastic bags, and plastic straws. 

The Bahamian government focused on plastic use issues 
because of the country’s tourism industry. More plastic in the 
ocean litters perfect beaches with trash and Bahamians fear 
that this will steer away tourists in the future. To keep people 
coming to their islands, Bahamians worked together to ban 
single use plastics. 

Although the government has made strides in the past year 
to prepare for climate change, Hurricane Dorian proved that the 
government has room to improve. Dorian was a Category Five 
hurricane that parked over the Bahamas for two full days. Once 
gone, the hurricane did not leave much in its wake. As of Sept. 
9, 50 people were confirmed dead and 70,000 were homeless. 
While navies from the United States and Britain have been trying 
to help Bahamians, the fact that the Bahamas constitutes of 
400,000 people spread over 700 islands complicates communi-
cation and makes it tough to provide help. 

The once aesthetically pleasing, Instagram worthy vacation 
hub is now unfortunately known for the devastating Hurricane 
Dorian. People can help the islands of the Bahamas by donat-
ing to organizations such as the Red Cross, and, ultimately, 
travelling to the Bahamas on their next vacation. The major 
tourist islands of Nassau and Paradise Island were unharmed 
by Hurricane Dorian and remain open. By travelling to the 
Bahamas, tourists help generate funds for the government to 
put into relief aid. Unfortunately, while relief organizations 
continue to help Bahamians, some sources report that parts of 
the Bahamas may never be the same.

Hurricane Dorian dismantled many Bahamian lives, but outsid-
ers must remember the country as a beautiful collection of islands 
surrounded by bright blue waters and as a country that was and 
continues to make strides in climate change issues.
(Sources: CNN, Forbes, Bahamas Plastic Movement)

PICTURE PERFECT: The Bahamas features gorgeous sandy beaches and waters.

concentration in 3 million years. “The science is clear 
and all we children are doing is communicating and 
acting on that united science,” stated Thunberg. 
“And our demand is for the world to unite behind 
the science.”

In order to reach New York for her UN speech, 
she accepted a ride on the Malizia II, a racing yacht 
equipped with solar panels and underwater gener-
ator turbines to avoid emitting carbon, skippered 
by German sailor Boris Hermann and the son of 
Princess Caroline of Monaco, Pierre Casiraghi. The 
boat also collects data to help scientists study ocean 
acidification rates, a byproduct of carbon emissions. 

Thunberg’s arrival in New York follows just weeks 
after the state passed the nation’s most aggressive 
climate law, aiming to cut net greenhouse gas 
emissions to zero by 2050 and requiring the state to 
get 70 percent of its energy from renewable sources 
within the next 11 years. 
(Sources: The New York Times, NPR, CNN) 

SOCIAL UNREST: Hong Kong protestors appear unwilling to relent after months.
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MASS DESTRUCTION: Hurricane Dorian made its way towards the Bahamas.  
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WORLD POLITICS: The Iran Deal is now in jeopardy 

TEEN ADVOCATE: Thunberg fights to stop climate change 
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