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by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Although it may seem like the last season 
just ended, the 2018 Major League Soccer (MLS) 
season kicked off on Mar. 3, and teams are already 
beginning to make names for themselves. Here are 
the latest season updates:

Currently, New York City Football Club (NYC 
FC) is first in the Eastern Conference, while the 
Los Angeles Football Club (LAFC) is first in the 
Western Conference. Only a few games into the 
regular season, it is difficult to see exactly where 
teams will place. However, a variety of new players 
are entering the league who hope to make a lasting 
impact for their teams. 

Among these new players to the league is Carlos 
Vela, who joined LAFC after playing in La Liga for 
Real Sociedad in Spain. Vela had one of the five 
goals scored against Real Salt Lake for his team’s 
debut game. Vela brings a determined attitude, 
commenting that they are playing “for the league 
and the competition. Once we know all of the 
teams, there is no excuse.”

18-year-old Ezequiel Barco, another player 
new to the MLS this year, signed to Atlanta 
United. Prior to this, Barco, played in Argentina 
for Independiente, but he hopes to make a dif-

ference for Atlanta, as they are currently third in  
the Eastern Conference. 

Toronto FC, the champions of the 2017 MLS Cup, 
signed Gregory Van Der Wiel to replace defender 
Steven Beitashour as a better fit for the team. 
Coach Greg Vanney believes Van Der Wiel will help 
lead the team to another amazing year of soccer, 
especially in playoffs later in October. 

The San Jose Earthquakes won their first home 
game against Minnesota United at Avaya Stadium 
by a score of 3-2. Forward Danny Hoesen scored 
two goals and midfielder Valeri Qazaishvili scored 
one as well, giving the Earthquakes the win. The 
Earthquakes also played Sporting Kansas City on 
Mar. 17, and unfortunately lost by a score of 3-2. 
Goals were scored by Qazaishvili and forward Chris 
Wondolowski. With these two games, the Earth-
quakes now rank eighth in the Western Conference. 

These are only the early stages of what is to 
come this year as teams continue to compete 
against one another for a chance at playoffs. To 
make sure you don’t miss out on the MLS season 
this year, go to www.elgatonews.com to see high-
lights and more information from broadcasts 
and podcasts!    
(Sources: Sports Illustrated, MLS)

by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

The track and field team’s season has officially started, as the team 
has already competed in five meets and have many more to come. The 
team welcomed its new head coach this year, John Rembao, along with 
his wife, Sue Rembao, as the team’s jump coach. 

On Mar. 7, the team hosted its first official dual meet against Lyn-
brook. Both boys’ and girls’ varsity teams won the meet with the final 
scores for boys 68-59 and girls 72-54. Senior Lars Atkinson earned 
points by winning discus throws with a top throw of 144 feet and 8 
inches and high jump at 5 feet 10 inches. Junior Luca Bommarito won 
the 1600 meters with a time of 4:38.24 and the 800 meters at 2:08.51. 

For the girls’ team, junior Gabrielle Shelton won discus with a 
throw of 79 feet and 8 inches and junior Michelle Houts had a win-
ning long jump of 15 feet 6 inches. The 4 by 400 relay team, made up 
of senior Erin Moss, sophomores Abby Monti and Emmy Rose and 
freshman Beatrice Michalache also won with a time of 4:22.8. The 
JV girls and frosh/soph boys teams took a devastating loss, but hope 
to recover in the next few weeks with their upcoming dual meets. 

At the thirty-fourth annual Bellarmine-Kiwanis invitational meet, 
commonly known as K-bell, LGHS sent over 50 athletes to compete 
on Mar. 10 on their home turf. Boys’ varsity tied for sixth place with 
33 points and girls’ varsity placed second with a total of 35 points. 

At their second dual meet of the season against Gunn, the LGHS 
track and field team struggled to compete in the harsh weather con-
ditions. However, both varsity teams managed to win with scores of 
84-41 for the boys and 71-52 for girls. Unfortunately, the JV girls and 
frosh/soph boys lost. In the boys varsity 200 meter dash, juniors Joey 
Monti and Rahul Aravandy and sophomore Vincent Foster swept the 
podium, earning division maximum points. Sophomore Annika Paylor 
won the 1600 meter race by almost five seconds with a time of 5:27.95.

Last weekend, the track and field team, along with over 50 other 
schools, competed in the Saint Francis invitational meet. Junior 
Masaki Wada-Law won the 110 meter hurdles, Moss placed second in 
the 400 meters, Houts tied for first place in high jump with a height 
of 5 feet, junior Matt Monti placed third in shot put with a throw of 
45 feet and 11 inches, and many other LGHS athletes competed and 
earned points for the team.

by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

The LGHS softball team has just begun this 
year’s season, and the girls are already off to a 
great start. As they continue to grow in their ath-
letic agility through the start of the season, both 
the varsity and JV teams have and will continue 
to dominate.

The first game of the season was at 3:30 on Mar. 
5. Los Gatos varsity softball played against Branham 
during this exhilarating away game. Resulting in an 
impressive 16-11 win, LGHS began the season with 
a splash. This ambitious start hopefully represents 
the potential success of both teams this year.

The varsity team absolutely dominated its away 
game against Prospect in Saratoga. The non-con-
ference away game resulted in a 7-0 win for LGHS, 
continuing the team’s new streak. Varsity’s follow-
ing game was on Mon., Mar. 19. It will be a neutral 
tournament game versus Capuchino High School in 
San Bruno. Students watched as the Cats and the 
Mustangs battled during the first tournament of the 
season, resulting in a 10-2 LGHS win.

In contrast, the JV team started off on a weak 
note in its first game of the season on Mar. 5. The 

MLS compete in divisions 

Boys soccer competes in CCS and advances to states
by Dominic Dal Porto
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos boys’ varsity soccer team concluded its unfor-
gettable season in three playoff matches in late February and 
early March. The Wildcats finished within the top four of CCS and  
top eight of northern California, taking home an incredible 17-2-2 
overall record.

Los Gatos’ undefeated regular season won them the number 1 
seed in the CCS open division. The Cats took on the number 8 seed, 
Watsonville, at home on Sat., Feb. 24. The first half was scoreless, with 
back and forth breaks from each team. Just as Watsonville seemed to be 
edging out Los Gatos, senior Mikkel Dolmer buried a strike from the 
top of the box, putting the Cats up early in the second half. With the 
league’s best back line taking the upper hand, LG proceeded to “park 
the bus” for the remainder of the match, holding a strong defensive 
position. It was an intense, stressful, and hard-fought thirty minutes, 
but Los Gatos held off Watsonville, sealing its fifteenth shutout, moving 
on to the CCS semifinals. Sophomore goalkeeper Connor Faries had 
an outstanding performance in net, stopping over fifteen Watsonville 
attempts on goal. The Cats’ defense may not have been the prettiest 

Track and field season opens with success for all teams

soccer, but as coach Bradford Radonich put it, “we just grind them 
out; that’s what we do.”

On Feb. 27, the Cats squared off against Saint Ignatius for the 
Open Division semifinals matchup. The game was held at the neu-
tral Menlo Atherton High School. Spectators who came out on the 

Softball dominates rivals

This meet selects the best athletes in the area to compete in invita-
tional events. This year, the meet hosted an invitational one mile run, 
100 meter dash, and discus throw. LGHS had three athletes invited to 
compete in these events: Paylor, Bommarito, and Atkinson. Paylor ran 
the one mile invitational and placed fourth with a season record time 
of 5:23.98, Bommarito also ran the one mile where he placed ninth 
with a time of 4:34.77, and Atkinson placed fourth in the invitational 
discus with a throw of 131 feet and 11 inches. 

The team competed against Milpitas yesterday. Next week it 
will face Mountain View High School on Wednesday at Mountain 
View. Some athletes will head to Stanford for the invitational meet 
on Mar. 30 and 31. On April 3, the team will host its third dual  
meet against Los Altos.    
(Sources: Gatostf, Athletic, Fasttimes, Los Gatos Athletics, 
 SFHS Invitational)

chilly Tuesday night witnessed an outright battle. Despite many 
chances for LG in and around the 18-yard box, Saint Ignatius 
struck first, scoring off a skill run from the right sideline. The score 
remained the same through the remainder of the first half, and 
moments into the second half, Saint Ignatius scored another goal 
after a  mishap in front of the Los Gatos goal. The Wildcats sent  
numbers up in a desperate attempt to come back; however, Saint 
Ignatius would not let up. The game ended 2-0, and Los Gatos was 
eliminated from CCS.

Their CCS run may have concluded, but the Cats’ season had not. 
Because of its first-round win over Watsonville in the open division, 
LG qualified for the Northern California state playoffs. The varsity 
team made the long trek to Folsom to play the Bulldogs on Mar. 6. 
Unfortunately, Bulldogs outplayed the Cats in the first half, letting 
two goals slip past their renowned back line. Dolmer was able to 
net a header at the start of the second half to keep the Cats’ hopes 
alive. However, Folsom responded quickly, adding another two goals, 
to put the Bulldogs up 4-1. As the final whistle ended the game, 
it also concluded the Los Gatos High School varsity soccer team’s 
fantastic season to remember.

team lost the non-conference away game against 
Branham by a score of 15-3. However, the players 
redeemed themselves by dominating in their next 
game on Mar. 8.  Playing against Piedmont Hills, the 
Wildcats won the tournament game by 3 points with 
a resulting score of 6-3. On Fri., Mar. 9, the Wildcats 
lost a very close tournament game against Saint 
Francis by a score of 11-10. Another tournament 
game against Santa Clara the next day resulted in 
a 9-6 win by the JV team. The last game of the 
tournament was here at LGHS against Presentation 
High School. The Wildcats lost by a score of 7-2. 
On Monday, the JV team played Westmont in a 
non-conference home game. The game resulted in 
a successful 7-3 Wildcats victory.

Next, JV Softball will play at Homestead in 
Cupertino. The game will be on Wed., Mar. 21. Fans 
and followers are hoping that the Wildcats will 
continue to build up their reputation for success 
throughout this already prosperous season. 
(Source: MaxPreps)
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GET IT DONE: Dolmer steals possession of the ball from a Fremont High School opponent.

CATCH YA LATER: Sophomore Sara Chiala waits behind the plate.
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FIGHT ME: NYC FC player Khiry Shelton fights for ball control.

TEAMWORK IS KEY: The Earthquakes pose for a team photo.

EYE ON THE BALL: Sophomore Rachel An winds up to hit the ball.

RUNNING AROUND: Senior Anna Christjansen leads the pack of runners around the course.
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FLYING HIGH: Junior Skyler McKinnon leaps over the sand in the triple jump competition.
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